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PRETACE.

“Js the time never to arrive when an honest man
can tell the truth as to the events of the revolution ?
Are facts, in regard o the character and conduct of
Gen. Putnam, to be refuted by idle denials, and tales to
be deemed veracious becausc they have been often re-
peated ! T trust wot, but that the time will come when
the candid and impartial historian will do full justice to
the wen who were distinguished in the war for national
independence.”

T'he above is an cxtract of a letter in reference 1o
the work I had commenced. The propheey of the
writer is, I believe, olready fulfilled. The fullness of
time, in respect to this matter, has at length arrived,

Judge Marshall has done much to dissipate the mist
that enveloped a portion of cur revolutionary history,
and other lights have appeared since his publication,
that cleur the way for Mr. Dancroft to complete the
work.

Objections are made to my undertaking ; that it is
ton late to correct errencous statements of occurrences
which happened so long ago as our revolutionary war;
that the sacred ashes of the dead should not be distorb-
ed, de mortuis nil nisi bonwm, ete. As though the truth
should not be told, for the benefit of the living, from fear
of injuring the deceased, who are heyond the reach of
harm. This prineiple acted upon would render lustory
as worthless as romance.

Many even say, if they suspected they had been
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cheated in respect to the history of Putnam, they would
not wish to be undeceived ; showing thereby the tena-
city with which the generality of mankind cling to pre-
coneeived opinions. ' With such, all argument would be
vain and nseless.

It is, morcover, said that the feelings of the descend-
ants of Gen. Putnam would be wounded by any remarks
tending to depreciate the military fame of their ancestor.
To this I answer, that in the United States every per-
son is estimated by his individoal merits, and the de-
seendants of Gen. Putnam may be entitled to the highest
respect, without claiming onc of the greatest military
heroes in the world for their ancestor.

If the history of our glorious revolution has been per-
verted by awarding unduc honor to some, to the neglect
of those more desérviug; il the stories promulgated to
the world By Col. Homphreys and others of the won-
derful prowess and achievements of Israel Putnam are
" nol truc, and the credit bestowed upon them disreputa-
ble to an intelligent, free people, I can see no reason
why they should not be shown to be at variance with
fact. This is the object I have in view, withont any
ill-will towards Gen. Putnam, or any of his fumily, none
of whom have I ever known. -

I have not written without book ; but if any crrors,
in matter of fuct, shoald be pointed out, that have crept
into the work, they will be acknowledged with pleasure,
and corrected.  Vituperative abuse will be suffered to
pass unheeded.

New York, Feb., 1843,
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INTRODUCTION,

1 smaLL have frequent occasion to refer to the journal
of Major Robert Rogers, who commanded a corps of
provincial troops denominated Rangers, during the
French or Seven Years’ War, so called. The journal
was published at London, in 1765. And as the work
is probably little known in America, it will doubi-
lezs be catisfactory to the reader to be made acquainted
with the character and standimg of the anthor. For
this purpose, I will in the first ploce give an abstract
of the introduction to the work; followed by official
documents, establishing the repntation Major Rogers
acquived with the respeetive commanders; likewise
cxamples of his hazardous enterprises.

“1 ¢laim.” says the author, * the merit of impartiaily
relating matters of fact without disguise or equivocation.
Muost of those which relate to myself can at pregent be
attested by living witnesses.”

As A apology for defects in the style of his journal,
he says: “It iz the soldier, not the scholar, who writes ;
that many things here were written in deserts, on rocks
and mountains, amidst the hurries, disorders, and noise
of war. This was my situation when the following
journals were transmitted to the generals and com-
manders I acted under ; which I am not now at liberty
to correct, except in some very gross and palpable
errors.”

Major ogers was a native of a frontier town in the



A INTRODUCTION.

then province of New Hampshire, where, he says, 1
could hardly aveid obtaining some knowledge of the
manners, customs, and language of the Indians; and
my manner of life was such as led me to a general ac-
quaintance with the British and French settlements.

“ Al the opening of the campaign, in 1755, troops
were levied in the several provinees of New England,
New York, and New Jersey. The general rendezvous
was appointed at Albany, in the province of New
York, and the troops put under the command of Major-
general (since Sir William) Johnson, [ had the honor
of commanding a company in the troops furnished by
New Hampshire ; and was recommended to the gen-
eral us a person well acquainted with the haunts and
passzes of the enemy, and the Indian method of fighting.”

“I'he 24th of September, [1755,] I received an order
fram the gencral to proceed with four men to Crown
Point, and, if practicable, bring a prisoner from thenee ;
and with an account of the manner in which I executed
this order, I shall begin my journals.”

The major then procceds to detail his varioos expe-
ditions and rencounters with the enemy ; of which 1
shall presently give an account of two, that proved
very disastrous to the rangers. Reference to others
will alse ocear, in the course of this work.—1 now pass
to the official docoments alluded to above.

% In January, 1758," says the author,  Lord Loudoun
informed me of his intention to levy five additional com-
panies of rangers, desiring me to name the persons
whom I thought fit for officers, and such as might be
depended upon to levy the men, giving me the follow-
ing instructions: * Whereas, 1 have thought proper to



