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PREFACE

Tue following narcation was nol writlen with the most
distant view ublipation. Tt was penned for ithe
sole purpose of affording amusement to s beloved sinter
during my sheence from Newbury. At her death the
manuseript foll into my hends, and thers it remafned un-
naticed until & short time ainee, when curiosity alons
romptad me to foad it again, Haviog so done, T thooght
E;r the publication {hat some of the dealls might aiford
amugement to a eertain olass of readers.  With this im-
presaion I placed it in the possession of & g person, for
whom I Feel much intersst. I did a9, with the view that
ha should censnlt his frmde, and obtain theie opinion ms
to its being worthy to go “before the publie. If they as-
sented to smch a preposition, then it hecame my wish that
he should m%t the msnuwictpt se & testimony of my
good wighes for hls welfars i Future life. His friends hare
adrvised him to accept the offer; end now, se it appears
ubliely, I have only to hope for it kind approval by »
iscerning and generoon publio, I have ne other interest
in the affaie than the earnest wish that the speculation
will turn oot advant Iy, for the eske of the yoang
man who, by his friends, has undertaken tha publication.
Thin is my wish, snd [ trust, 4n being aware of my pur.
pose, that eritics will spare thelr arrows, and disarm their
shafts, for I am consaious that blunders and mistakes will
be found in the * Wotes and Observations? These, how-
ever, [ further trvat will be pardoned. The only excuss
I hava to make for thus sppoaring bofote the “poblic is the
oo I kave offeved, and ifpglhqiu-ia ncoupted then I am ackie
Jhed amid m&:{,ﬁﬂ—mﬁ?{m In knowing that mg BECuse is
reeeived, and gratifed in the hope that my eodenvours to
serve 'my ypoung friend will not Eu-u been made in vain
E. W. GRAY.

Newbury, 2508 Ootober, 1854



NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS,

Om Tuonspay, Juwe Bru, A48, T leh Newbury by the

conch from Scuthsmpton to Oxford, and I reached the

fatter plaos about ¥ pad. In presing from Newbury to

Oxford, the road leads through the pleasast and heantiful

village of Donnington: here are noticesble the alms-

honsea founded in the reign of Richard IL, by Sir Rich-
ard Adderbury for twelve old men. The Priory, late
tha ﬁmpmr of tha Cowsladefamily, bul now of John

Hughes, Fag. ; the Costle Houne, and abova it the fine

ruin of the cagtle. This cartle was founded in the year

1260 ; and, singe that pericd, it begarne celebrated a8 thae

renidenee of the futher of Englith postry—the poet

Chaucer ; but more oelebrated, perhaps, an one of the

#ed scenes in English Listory of the eivil war betwesn

Charles I. and his Farliament. Iu September; 1645, and

in Qetober, 1E44, tha two bartles of Newbury were fought,

and Botk, assording fo Clerendou, ended in favour of

Charles, who led in cech instance the sdvantage of

haring posneasion of Nawbury.

. To the historian, to the antiquariss, md to &}l who sy
feel an inlereat in ing ingquiries therein, theee may be
found, in and around this delightful villsge, .hunﬁm

matter to grailfy thelr most snnguine sppetite. There

stands the eastle ruin, nearly in the same state a3 Charles
left it, aftor ita relief snd hin retiremeot to Wallingford,

At Bhaw, thore stauds the ventrable and Sne old mansion

of Bhaw Houne, now the resldence of Henry Hichard

Eyre, Eaq., but, in 1643 and 1644, the temporary rosi-

dence of Charles. These, ned many other objects, remain

nearly ma they weve uwpwards of 200 years ago; and
. “ W



2 HOTER AKD ONEERVATIONS.

niford ampie materinls to m?n[e the interest, the eoriosity,
and the srictest attention of the most particular antigua-
risn, or the knowledge.aeeking historinn.

Going onwarids, the road leaves Langley Hall, formerly
a seat of Bir Waller Jarnes, Bert, on gns right hand, The
hall [s now untepanted, bat §s the property of John
Wasey, Eog.,® who vesides at apother seat, nearer Mews
bury, called Pricems Coutt.

Progressing, the town of East Ilsley is soon reached.
This is & place full of public-houses; but these, during
the year, are required to the full extant in which they
exiat : for, in consequence of the pumberlese fairs and
marketa held here, they are necessary ; oo extensive i the
gale of sheep oarried on in these Fairaz and markets, Home
thousands of sheep changa hands during the year; the
buyers and sellers noming from great distances, end the
sheep-downe in the neighbourhood are very extensive, and
the verdure of them fa cqual to their besuty. Formerly,
the Duks of Cumberlend, brother te Georga EIT., had
stables at Kateegore In this parish) mod stables atill
exipt hard for traloing running borses, ‘the advantage of
the benutiful dewow forming & desirable courss for such
& purpose,

I‘rncnnding. the borough mnd county town of Berk-
ahire is tesched. Abingdon is s town of great entiguity,
and, in bygona dave, o reyal reridence exiotad hers: and
mo old in the town, that antiquerinne state that before the
astablishment of Christianity in Eogland, the Hritons
had & place of religious warship bere. It is sitoate in &
delightiul '“]Eii and, being well waterad by the Ock and
the Thatnes, it han every fanility to make it s town of tha
flest lrn;nmnna in the county in which it is situats. Ths
ruins of the gnee magnificent abbay are met with ; s alao
are cortain rewmaing of the monastery ; the site 6f it being
peaf the fne old choreh of S5t Helep's. There is another
ehurah, that of B8:. Nicholas, nesr which etands the
County Hall of the county of Becks, which is much
admired for the beanty of s architeoture.  Still progead.
ing, Rudley Hall, the fine sext of the late Adwmiral Sir
Goorge Bowyer, In left on the right band ; and from thenos

' Kow (188 dand.
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Ba%')lq' Wood in soon metaith, Here n magoifioent riew
of Oxford, slesping om the rivern Cheywell end Lsis, in
met with; and well does this view obtain it name of
* magnificent.” It is the finest view of its kind in Eng-
lanid | for, what with the beauty of towern and spires,
rising out, ma it weve, from A vaet exieni of water and
plensant mesdows, aod bounded by distent hills, it forma &
splendid whole. It should be seen to be sppreciated.
Walked in and about the sitv, after r:Eﬂhing myself
with a cup of ten.  Went to the Maidenhead Inn, situae
opposite the gate of Linooln Coliegs, whioh lies aloss to
the north aide-of Ali Saint's Churoh in the High-atreet.
1 found good acoocmomodation here; snd, eontrary to il
tha other innn at which T have hoen aceustomed to go to
at Oxford, [ also found a elenn bed and room, and charges
extremely moderate ; in proof of which, lét me nots that
I hud tea, supper, & glass of brandy-and-water, & bed snd
breakfast with meat and 1% which I was charged
fim 3d, Actended n boat-tace | n boots, manned by tha
" young men of so many different colleges, started ; good
eompetition took place batween them; and Vistory deciared
herself, T uniderstood, in favonr of the men of Oriel, who
wtre mach pressed by the next boal, eonteining the men
of University College, and then thore of Queen's, ths
rest following in succession.  Boat sxarcies, if met
foilowed up oo closely, or ton laborioualy, is excallenty
becanse it tends to expand the ohest, and gives vigoar ta
the bady. The suctesiful ctew wete veceived by long and
loud chewsrs by m vaat conconrse of people, who had
sssembled on a m; gall evenlup o witness the race,
Thinking that the New Cleranden printing-offics was &
superb building from tha impresaien it had made on toy
mind when looking at m prink of it on the Oxford
Almanack, I went in seacch of ity for, in my other visité
to Oxford, I aould never find it; slthough I thought it
might be o conspleucun objeet among the beautiful
baildings exluting there; at laat, I remched it in o baek-
atreet, near 8t, Giles's, and I must say that | was much
disappeinted with its exterior appenranse. It was jow
snd heavy, instend of high and cowmmanding, and plain
and eumbersoma, instead of rich apd light obably, it
might be my want of taste, in daying, I was not in the
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least ploased by soeing it Xt Is possible disnppointment
may have made me express this opinion on firsi beholding
the building, sfier having seen it in priut, where I thought
it grand and beeutiful. Buot no matter, sa it was. Others,
howeser, may have a very different oplvion of it metits
an 2 pices of arehitecture, This impression was not on
my mind when kiog & view of the tyrs” Testimonial
Heire was o very chapie and beautiful erestion, slabo- .
rutely onrred in mlone, with the three statues of Cranmer,
Latimer, and Ridley in white marble. The inseripticn
wok not finished, but was in the course of ¢xecution, a
terpaulin being placed over it.* The testimonial is
something like the snolent mmrketeeroas et Winchester,
but is not, I think, well placed. It iz near St Mary
Magdalen Clorch, and stande out of sight unul you
eom:e al onee upon it on Inrin.g thit ehureb 1o the south
of the pillar. The bost view ia altained on the suiranee
to Oxford by 5t Gilea's Chuzch, There, it is seen pretty
well, yot the teees before 8t Jolo's College, snd the
avenue leading in pert towards Bi. Mary hﬂ.gﬂllﬂl
Churel, obeenren it from a full view, Itis & besutiful
illar, and ix does not disgrase the other buildings st
ufaril, but fazime &n sdditional oroament to that beautife
uitanl’ publie baillings,
reat progress is oow making with another building,
called by the uame of Taylor's Pobliz Rooms or Pieture
Gallery. This ts clowe by the Martyrs' Teatimonial, und
it appoars to bo very extensive, Judging from the archi.
tecture; as it appram ationg the nﬁglﬂ.kng, it will be
vory chaste and magnifiemt  Mr. Micheel Auvgelo
Taylor, I uoderstand, left a large sum of money Lo the
authorities st Oxford to ereat this building, to which he
consigned hin pletures slic. When finished, thess pic-
tures are to'he placed in this building ; for which purposs
E100,000 is assigned, or it has been left to aecumulate W
ibat pr e amonnt.

Al Souls’ College is nlso wnder repair. It is onder-
going the prooesa of having & new casement of stone,
placed over the erumbling, black, d mipne, whish ao
disfigures the exterior of those buautilul buildings, the two

* Itiwnow j1A5 ) Antahed.
+ [0 s pow (1554 dndubed
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charches of 8t Mary and Al Saints, The part finished
looka exeeadingly well

It rained nearly the whole of the night; and the Port
meadow, in which the roces are held, was eotirely under
water to a foob in th. Thia wis alzo the case in the
lowlands betwoen Newbury and Oxilord.

Friday soraing, the Btk of Juns, 1efl Dxford for Birming-
ham at ¥ k.M, and resched that place about half pagt two
o'elock, ¥ Bleck Wili the celebrated coachoonn, who
for -wa many yeacs was the driver of a coach from Oxford

" to Londen, and the idol of very many Oxanjans, ook the
reins wpen this ocessivn; and well indeed did he deserve
them ; for experience In that Vine appeaved to have given
him g full title to ihe honours of the whip, becuuse he
drove wicth skill and ease to himeelf; and the horses; know-
ing him o wel] that scarcaly hod he any necessity to use
bis whip during the whole distance, hix voice being quite
sufficient lo pot the snitnale mto quick or slow metion.
All the lowlsnds froin Oxford o Blrmiogham the rain
had put undsr water. If any advantnge arose from o aight
of this deseriptiom, it was the oircumetance of sesing all
the rivers and brooks full te the very brim, and wE:iuh
gave a Botter appeacaiicd than seelng them empty, of half
full of dh? water and mud. HRalo aleo kept the hedges
cloan ; and their besutiful veprdure formed = high contrast
to their appostance when coversd with dust and dirt. The
rain came dowa in violent showers, buot we, that i, the
conch, very fortunately escaped a drenchlng : because it
a0 happened that we were, in overy instance, slther & Jittle
in sdvanes or & littlo behind (b showers an they passad
over the roud by which we truvelled.

The country looked beantiful and the corn, excepting
in some poor lands near Oxford, was lunki::ig well ; but
here the ostn sod berley looked very bad and perishing.
The orops of grass, in general, wete good ; sud the trees
fill of luxurisnse and beauty.

Pansed Colonel Sheldan's Jate 1’”.1*?12'”?' ® it in mew the
property of Bir George Phillips 8 house, in the cnstle
atyle of building, stands very ploasantly on so eminence,

# Palopal Bheldon, who was MLP, for Wilten, reslded for & few
years in Newbury, and one of bin daoghters wss burled o the
chureh of Newbucy. q
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