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PREFACE.

It is with some trepidation that I, who
have never ventured before the literary
world as a writer, now commit this volume
to the ordeal of public opinion. It was
suggested by a masterly Reviewer in the
Quarterly, on the Sermons of the late
lamented Augustus Hare, where the editor
lamented the degeneracy of modern ser-
mons; and that from no lack of qualliﬁ-
cation in the writers, but because they,
either, by using abstruse terms, wrote
above the capacity of their hearers, choos-
ing argumentative and doctrinal subjects
of little real practical bearing ; or, on the
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freighted the inmost convictions of my
soul : they are my all of earthly treasure ;
if it contains his precious truth, and is
likely to bring souls to a knowledge of
Christ's redeeming and saving love, then
I know no sea can be so rough, and no
wind so adverse, but that it shall glide
over its surface and reach many a distant
port, and be again as the angel messenger
to the Palestine shepherds, a herald of
good news. But if it is not thus, if too
little of heaven is discernible, then let it
sink in the calmest waters, and be lost in
the depths of the ocean.

OE(l MON{ AOZA.






