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INTRODUCTION.
R

Taz writer of the following pages left this country
seventeen years ago, to proceed as a missionary, under the
auspices of the London Missionary Bociety, to the islanda
of the South S8ea, During this pericd he has been actively
engaged in the Christian instroction, and the consequent
civilization, of the barbarous tribes inhabiting those
islands.

Many persons who have heard oral details respecting the
sdvancing improvement going on amongst the islanders,
and who are interested in the universal education and
elevation of heathen nations, have urged that a narrative
of facts, conmected with Missionary work, on those islands,
during the last sixteen years, should be put through the
prees; especially llustrating the labours of Nazrve
TricHERS,

Every island guined to Christianity and civilization, west-
ward of the Tahitien group, has been gained through the
labours of Nafive Missionaries; and many stations in the
Hervey, Bamoa, Penrhyn, New Hebrides, and New Cale-
donis groups, are now suitably occupied and efficiently
worked by Native Teachers and Pastors.

The present volume contains gn account of the intro-
duction of Christianity into the islands of three of the largest
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groups of Weatern Polynesia ; the formation of Native
churches—the character of Native evangelista—the work
they have to do—the manner in which they do if, and the
results of their labours ; giving s complete Missionary history
of each island in those groups to the present time.

Commending this work to the kind notice of his
brethren in the ministry, to teachers in Sabbath Schools,
and to all who desire the universal extinetion of heatheniam,
he hopes that, in their various cireles, they will aid the
circulation of information thus given; and that the results
may be, an increased scquaintance with the progress of
Missiomary labour in those islands, & due sppreciation of
what the infant Native churches on those islands are doing,
to extend the blessings of Christisnity to the heathen landa
beyond them, snd an angmentation of the resoarces by
which Miasionary Socigties, in this country, shall be able to
continue and to extend their aggressiona upon the world
of heathen darkness, idolatry, and degradation.

It is intended, se soon as possible, to give, in a com-
panion volume to the present, a Missionary history of the
islands of Barotonga and Mangnis, together with thst of
the other islands of that group: fo comfain also s sum-
mary of all the groups and islands mow under Christian
instruction in the Bouth Spas, with an account of the
geography, mumber, extent, and present state of the
numerous islands yet to be visited by the Christism teacher.
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