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ON THE :

' SOURCES OF THE HOM®OPATHIC,

MATERIA MEDICA.

o P

LECTURE 1.
THE FRAGMENTA DE VIRIBUS.—THE MATERIA MEDIOA PURA.

GenrLemeN,—In thetwoprevious coursesof lectures which
I have had the honour of delivering from this place, I have
discussed the principal constituents of the Materia Mediea
of Homeeopathy, I do not proposs, in the limited time
allotted to me in the present session, to go over any of
that ground again. But there are certain points on which,
in my survey of the materials of homemopathic practice, [
feel that I touched but lightly, which nevertheless wonld
amply repay a longer consideration. Such cousideration T
propose, on the present occasion, to give to two subjects
connected with the Homoeopathic Materie Medica,—the
first being the Sonrces of that Materia Medica, the-second
the Nature and Laws of Drog Action. T gave 4 brief
account of the former in my introductory lactnre,_"t:l}lt am
glad of the opportunity of setting it forth’ more fally : the
Iatter involves questiona continually arising ip my discpseion
of each drug, but which I found no place for  considering
separately and generally, The present courds, therefore,
will be, in these two respects, supplementary to those I
have already delivered.
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That which Homeeopathy calls its *“ Materia Medica” is
a collection of the pathogenetic effects of drugs—of the .
derangements they are capable of causing in the healthy
body, on the basis of which it works ita principle, “let
likes be treated by likes” Home of these pathogenetic
effects are observationa of poisonings and over-dusings, as
recorded in general medical literature ; but the great bulk
of them are the result of * provings* of the various drugs
on the healthy human body, or of their side-effects (so to
speak) when administered as medicines to the sick. Such
collections of drug-symptoms are called “* pathogenesies;”
and they have bteen appearing from time to time in the
school of Hahnemenn ever since 1805, The history of
the severs]l publications eontaining them, and an analysis of
the material presented in each, will constitute the account
of the Sources of the Hommopathic Materin Medica which
I design to bring before yon.

1. The earliest volume of the series is that of Hahne-
mann's entitled Fragmenta de viribus medicamentorum posi-
fivig, sive in 2ano corpore humano obserpatis, 1t was written
in Latin, as its title implies, and published at Leipsic in
1805. A copy of the original edition, and another of the
more elegant forra in which Dr. Quin edited the work in
1834, lie on the table before you.

The Fragmenia de viribus contains pathogenesies of
twenty-seven drugs, which you will see enumerated in the list
I now hand round, with the oumber of symptoms in each,

I—Fragmente de viribus,

Halineranz. Obe, of others,
Aconitum napallua . . 1 , 148 s i
Aeris tinetora ((aosticnm . : 30 1]
Arnica montans : 0o . 117 88
Belladonita . . f . P 18 304
Camphora ' ' i i ] 74
Cantharides . . . v .20 74
Capsicnm annuum . . . 144 ]
Chamomilla . . . . -] . ]
Cinchona . i . f ' . 122 iy ]
Cotenlus . . v P . 166 (]
Copaifern balsamuom . . . .12 8



Hahnemanm. Ohbe. of ctliare
Cuprom viteolatam . . . . 20 o a8
Digitalia . . . . . . B 83
Drosern . . " . ' ] 4
Hyoscyamus . . . ' " 45 - 200
Igunatia . f i i i . 167 19
Ipecacuanhbe . . ¥ . P ] 18
Ledom . . ’ q i . 6 pr 5
Malampodium (Helloboroa) . i1 25
Mozsream g W N S & i+ e 84
Nux vomica . i 5 i . 25T S 51
Papaver somniferni (Oplum) . . 62 162
Palaatilla . ' v -« 280 26
Rbeom . . % R B8 13
Stramopiom . i i ' . (311 157
Valeriana . . . . . . B L. 10
Voratrom album . . H . 181 108

You will notice that some of the symptoms of each drug
are “ observations of others.” This does not mean that
Hahnemann had as yet any fellow-observers, The “others”
are in every case authors from whose writings he has
cited, The sympioms for which he himself vouches are
such as had come under his own observation as effects of
poisoning or excessive dosing, and (in far larger proportion)
those which he had abtained by proviogs on himself and
others, I have instituted experiments * he writes in the
preface “in chief part on my own person, but also on some
others whom I knew to be perfectly healthy and free from
all perceptible disease.”

He gives no information as to his doses or mode of
administration. We ecan shrewdly infer these, however,
from the remarks on the proviag of medizines made in his
essay entitled The Medicine of Ezperierce, which was
published later in the same year {18056). * In order ” he
writes ‘to nscertsin the effects of medicinal agents, we
must give only oue pretty strong dose to the temperate
healthy person who is the subject of the experiment; and
it is best to giveit in solution. If we wish to ascertain the
remaining symptoms which were not revealed by the first
trial, we may give to another person, or to the same
individual, but to the latter only after the lapse of several
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days, when the action of the firet dose is fully over, a
similar or even a stronger portion, and note the aymptoma
of irritation themce resulting in the same careful and
sceptical manmner. For medicines that are weaker we
require, in eddition to n considerable dose, individuals that
are healthy, it ia true, but of very irritable delicate consti-
tutions.” It would thua appear that the symptoms of the
Fragmenta obtsined from provings were the results of
single full doses of the several drugs.

Of the twenty-seven drugs which this volume shows to
have received Hahoemnann's earliest attentions, twenty-two
were carried on into his Reine Arzneimittellehre. Two—
Cuprum and Mezereum——did not reappear till the second
edition of his Chronischen HNrankheifen; snd three—
Cantharis, Copaiba, and Valemn—were not again taken
up by himeelf. -

2. F‘nra years now elapsed before Hahnemnaon published
any more pathogenesies. But all this time he must have
heen d]hgently workmg, both in proviogs and literary
researches ; for in 1811 'appeared the first volume of his
Reine A:"'zimmdtellehre, 'containing twelve medicines, six of
which were new, the pathogenssies also ‘of those which had
slready appeared being considerably increased. Yo 1816 a
second volume was puh]mhad conl:mmng the pathogenetic
effects of elght medicines, togather with those mscribed to
the magnet. ~ This’ was followed in 1817 by a third, with
eight medicines; in 1818 by a fourth, with twelve ; in
1819 by a fifth, mlh a]&rsn, anﬂ in 1821 by a sixth, with
ten.

The first edition of the Materia Medice Pura [ao we
render Latind Hahnemann’s nams for his bookY, which T
have now deseribed, is a very rare work, By the kind-
ness of my friend Dr Carroll Dunham, of Ncw York I
am ahle to lay a copy of it before you to-day; ‘and " the
table which I now put into your hands will show you its
contents as 1 have done those of the Fragmenta de viribus,



7

I1.—Reine Arezneimiltelichre. 1#l ed,

. ¥er. I, 181L
Belladoona . . . . . 196
Duleamara ] , R R |
Cina i . ' PR -
Cannabis sitiva ' voow w16
Coceuloa . . H -
Moz vomiem . . . « . D08
Oplom & i i . 114
Moschua . g x H % 0
Olzander . i ' PEE 10
Mercarina i V i . . 282
Ascnite . : . f . 6
Armlea . .- . . . . 176

Vo, 11, 1818,

Cansticum . ' - ' i
Arsenicnm ] ' i ¥ . 254

Ferrum . ' ‘ 228
Ignatin . . . B0
Magnes 3 ' + ¥ . BaB

o » North Pola ' L. 288

w »Bonth Pola 237
Pulsatilla , ' ' . @11
Bheum . « alw 74
Rhbus , ' - 400
Hryonia A w08

Yoz III. 1817,
Chamonilla . ¥ 3 . ) 448
Cinghona x o oaocBEL
Hellobaroa ' i B0
Aparum . . . . 14
Ipecnenanba . i » L
Beilla . y - . . 8BS
Stramoninm . . . § Bl
Yeratrom albam . - 07
\ Vor. IV, 181B.

Hyoscyamua T
Digitalis i . .+ B3
Anrum ' . 110
Gualaenm " f P
Camphor . - - 104
Ledum . . ' ¥ 1582

288
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Hahn, Cthers.
Coniom i . ’ " . BT 28BS
Chelidoniom v ' " ' 23 128
Sulphor . ., . . ., . 118 40
Argentum X 4 v v i 48 162

Yor, V. 1819,
Enphrasia T - 80
Menyanthea , . . . . 2B i 260
Cygelawen. . . . . . . 8 187
Bambucus v ' v i ‘ 19 ey
Calcares acetica ' P 0 e 256
Muriatioseld . . . . . &7 e 217
Thuje . . . . . . 28 287
Tamxacum . v “ ! : 0 200
Phosphorieseld . . . . 160 411
Bplgelin . . . . . . 643
Staphisagria . . . . . 210 998
Vor. VI. 1621,

Angusturs. . . . . . 8B 208
Manganom . 3 y : . B8 242
Capsicum v a o wltoa B 69
Yerbascum ' ' . V 34 148
Coloeynth . . . . . 17 s 210
Bpoogla . . # ] . E 84 287 .
Drossra . . . . 1B 156
Bismuth .. i e . ‘ 4 a7
Cicote & 3 H . 3 P 36 e 205
Btanoum . . 4 ol i o5 457

There are, you will see, sixty-one medicines contained in
these volumes, besidea the magnet. Twenty-two of them
are, as I have said, transferred from the Fregmenta, but
always with their pathogenesies enlarged: the remaining
thirty-nine are new. There is an important change now
mnanifest, moreover, in the " Observations of Others.”
These had hitherto consisted entirely of citations from
authors; and the deseription still holds good of them as
they appear in the first volume of the Reine Arznei-
mittellekre, 1In the five years, however, which elapsed
before the second was published, Hahnemann—now in
Leipsic, and at the gzenith of his fame—had gathered
round him a band of disciples, and enlisted them in the
task of proving. Of the eight medicines which appear in



