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" The thirst to know and wnderstand —
A large and liberal disecntent ;
These are the gucds in fe's tich hund,
The things that 'are more cxcollont.”
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Ol yel o few shose years of wseful life,
Ar all will be complete, thy race he run,
Thy memument of plary will be raised;
Then, theugh (too weal to tread the waps of truth’
Thie age fall hack to old idolatry,
Theugh men ectarn to servidude 25 fast
Ag the tide ebla, tn ignominy and shame
Br nations sink topether, we shall still
Findd solire - lenowing what we have learnt to know,
Fieh i true happiness if allowed to be
Faithlul ;ﬂi.l.'n: i!u [I]I“.il.fdirlg i 1_];1_!,"
OF Brmer trust, joint laboureys in che wovk
(Sknoll Peovidence auch grace to us vinchsade)
Of their deliverance suecly yet to corme.
Fenphets of Mutore, we to them will speak
A lasting inspiration, sanctified
By reazon, blest by [aith: what we bave loved,
Othees will Jove, and we will teach them how;
Instract them huw the mind of man hecomes
A thoosand times more Beaotif] b the earth
U which he dwells, alwove this feame of (hingd
£ Which, *mid all veveletion in 1lie hopes
And Teaeca of men, daoth soll remain unchanged)
In beauty cxaleed, a3 1t is (teelf
OF quabity and [abric moge divine.

Wonosworr To CoLgrmee, Piaivee XIV., 430-455



PREFACE.

Tue contributions which Coleridge made to modern thought,
rich, ample, and suggestive as they are, have all the character-
istics of his varied and eventfil life, In Poetry, Crticism,
and Thilosaphy he drove the shaft deep and gave us samples
of the wealth of ore lying in their confines. Although he
worked these mines only at irregular intervals and passed
rapidly from one 1o the other, yet, by stimulating and guicken-
ing activity in his associates and followers, he caused the
entire territory to be cxplored us it never was heltore in Enghsh
history. TF it cammot he said of him that he left us a rounded
and complete system, yet it can be said —and it isa far nobler
tribute — that he made it possible for vs to grasp those prig-
ciples which underlie all systems. His contribution to the
literature of power iz certainly unsurpassed by that of any
writer of modern times, Mr. Arnold says: “That which will
stand of Coleridge is this: the stimulus of his continual effort,
crowned often with rich suceess, to get at and to lay bare
the real truth of his matter in hand, whether that matter were
literary, or philosophical, or political, or religious ; and this in
a country where at that moment such an effort was almost
unknown, Coleridge’s great usefulness lay in his supplying
in England, for many years and uvnder critical circumstances,

by the spectacle of this effort of his, a stimulus to all minds
vil
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capable of profiting by it, in the generation which grew up
aronnd him."?!

Coleridge was indeed, like Goethe, a valiant soldier in the
“ Liberation War of Humanity,” Any attempt to give an
aclequate reason for the character of his work would necessi-
tate a thorough study of all the forces which worked upon
and through him, — hereditary influences, environment, amd
that most baflling and mysterious of all powers, his own capa-
cious soul. Nothing iz more unsatislactory than many of the
attempts which have heen made to pluck out the heart of his
mystery. And one is often disposed to repeat to these unsym-
pathetic monitors the waming of Tennyson :

** Thark-Brow'd sophizt, come not ancar;
Al the place 15 holy grownd;

Holow smile and frazen ancore
Camme not hepe?S

Or, again, that sympathetic and catholic stanza of Wordsworth
to Burns's critics |
* Envaph of sorrow, wreck and hlight ;

Think rather of those moments bright

When to the conscionsness of fight
His coarse was true,

When wisdom prospered in his sight
And virtae grew ! ¥

Surely the man who eould gather about him such choice
spirits as Wordsworth, Scott, and Tamb ; Southey, Wilson, and
De Quincey ; Byron, Haglitt, and Sterling, had a nature too
rich and royal, too suggestive and germinative, to be compassed

by those —
¥ Errays in Crificim, p, 274,
B Fhe Mot Mind.
A Memorinirof & Thur in Seothand.



PREFACE, ix

% Who hate each other for a song
And do thelr fittle hest to bite
And pinch their brethren in the thiong
And scratch the very dead for spite™ 1

The surest road to a2 right position for judging Coleridge,
is that by which we reach a right conditdon of mind —a sym-
pathetic reading of his work in_pogtry, criticism, and philoso-

y. It is in this trinity of powers that we see the unity of
soul which constitutes Coleridge’s personality. To come into
vital relations with the artist through the medium of his works ;
to become his ftiend, to whom he may reveal the seerets of his
mind and heart ; to become yuickened by his spirit and recep-
tive to his ideals, as the waters are to the sky's influence, —this
i5 to gain the central motive of a great life, and is the end of
all true lLiterary interpretation. It is to fornmish the means of
access to the second of these departments of Colendge's work
that the following eritical chapters from the Siggpraphia Lir
eraria are published.

It is natural and inevitable to associate Coleridge and
Wordsworth together in this * Liberation War of Humanity."
The history of literature gives us no more interesting or sug-
gestive picture than that of the friendship of these two men.
A study of the means by which this love was fostered and sus-
tained, and in consequence of which each attained heights from
which is shed ever-enduring radiance, cannot fail to be reward-
ing. The fact that the main impulse to that poetry, and criti-
cism, which has been the most stimulating and preductive “in
its application of ideas to life, in its natural magic and moral
profundity,” was the creation of this friendship, is a sufficient

L Tennyson, Liferary Squabbies



