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PREFACE.

Sowme alterations and considerable additions
have been made to the following discourses
since the substance of them was preached in
Bratile Street Church, in the course of the
year 1850, Notwithstanding the introduction
of some pew matter, I have retained, in pub-
lishing them, the nmame and style and direct
address of sermonsz, because this was more
convenient than to alter the whole structure
of the manuseripts, This is my apology, or
explanation, for whatever may be thought in-
appropriate, or in violation of good taste, in a
sermon, or & volume of sermons. I have pre-
ferred to subject myself to this charge rather
than ornit from the text or the notes any thing,
whether a dull detail or an amusing enecdote,
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which wonld help to illustrate the events or
the characters of which I was writing.

I have ventured to publish the following
pages beeanse, invited to do so by the Btand-
ing Committee, I felt pome assurance that
the members of the Bociety worshipping in
Brattle Square would be interested in them,
and because I hoped that they might prove
some contribution, however small, toward that
which iz so much needed, an ecclesiastical
history of New England,

The researches of my predecessor had made
much of the work of investigation easy to my
bands, and while I have in every case consulted
for myself original documents and records, I
desire to make this general acknowledgment
of the use I have made of the very full and
valusble notes appended to his historical ser-
mon. .

B. L L

Bostox, Jone 2d, 1851,
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