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Pretace,

short history of the Parish Church of S5t. Mary, Lewisham, is an

expansion of a paper prepared for the scventh annual meeting of the
Lewisham Antiquarian Society, and which the members very kindly expressed a
desire to possess in print. In acceding to the request 1 have taken the oppor-
tunity of adding certain details which would have been tedious on that occasion,
but which are worthy of record-—such as the notes on lights and images in
medieval times, the chaotries, the inventories of chorch goods in 1557 and
1892, the vicarage-house, &ec., &c.; and, lastly, some account of the vicars
and curates of Lewisham, all of which I bhope will prove of interest to

tshi

In order that the pages should not be burdened with references—which,
although desirable from a critical point of view, are apt to be troublesome to
the reader—I subjoin here a list of authorities for the facts recorded :—

Matices of lights, images gifts of ornaments, &e, and bequests to the
building of the tower, to the church gilds, &c.— WFiils proved in the Comsistory
Court of Rochester and in the Prevogutive Comr? of Camterbury. These 1 have
gone through carefully and have extracted all bequests to the church that were
of interest,

Matters relating to the rebuilding of the church—ZThe Aiwwre-dook of the
Trustees (now in the vestry safe).

Monumental inscriptions in the old church— Thorpe's ™ Rapistrum Roffemss”
(These inscriptions were reprinted by the society in 1889, together with those
in the churchyard and present church, and I bave, consequently, not reproduced
them in full here.)
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The Papal Bull, printed on page 2—Kimbell's  Charities of Greemmich”

The chantry certificate—Public Reword Qffice, Chaniry Certificates, Nos. a8
and 29.

The Pgrochial Registers have yielded a few intetesting notes as to the
interments within the building. So much of the registers from 1558 to 1750
85 now exists was printed in 18g1.

I am also beholden to a very useful article in the “ Messager des Saemes
Historiques de Belgigue® for 1843, by the Baron JULES Di Saint-GENoIs, on
the documents in the archives of Flanders relating to England, which appears
to have escaped the notice of our local historians, Many of the charters
quoted by him have reference to Lewisham, and smong the witnessss are two
early vicars of the parish whose pames heve not hitherto been recorded. Dr.
Draxe's new edition of Hasted's ¥ Hundred of Blackkeatk™ has also given me
the name of another vicar in the refgn of Henry V-—Richard Chapman ; and for
the general history of the parish I cannct do better than refer the reader to
that work, which is full of detail of inestimable vaiue to the genealogist

The inventory of church goods, 1552, in (by permission) taken from Vol.
IX, “ Avchmologia Cantiana,” and the indenture at the head of the same has
been communicated to me by my friend Mr. ARTHUR BarmoN.

I desire likewiss to express my best thanks to all those who have given me
infe ion on the various points here dealt with. Especially am I indebted to
the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Licurinin for many notes as to the changes
during his vicariate; to the present vicar, the Rev, SAMUEL BICEERSTETE, snd
to the churchwardens, Messra. T. A. Warminorow and R. Hamov S8wnrn, who
bave placed at my disposal all the records now in their custody.

In the following pages I have principally confined myself to matters relating
to the fabric and ts of the church, but I may Just refer here to the
prominent part played by the building in the life of the people, of which there
are many glimpees from time to time in the public records. There is, for
instance, the scene, so tersely described in The Assise Rolls, 1254, in the reign
of Henry the Third, when Geoffrey le Bidelede and Margery David, having
beaten to death Agnes the daughter of one Roger le Biche, were brought before
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the court of the Prior of Lewisham, as representing the lord of the manor, and
imprisoned pending trial. Margery, however, effected her escape from the Prior's
prison and fled to the parish church, and afterwards, before William Scot the
bailiff, abjured the realm (pide DrAKE's Hasted, p. 281). '

Such incidents, perhaps, more properly belong to the general history of the
parish than to that of the fabric of the church, and with others may possibly,
on a future occasion, form the subject of a peper dealing with the customs of
the manor and the life of the willagers.

If those into whose hands this book may il can add anything, however
seemingly trivial, to that which 1 have here recorded, or should they possess
drawings or plans, either of the church or any portion of the parish, they will,
by communicating with me, not only be doing me a kindness, but they will at
the same time be helping forward the object for which our local society exists

* Rosslair,”® LELAND L. DUNCAN.
Lrevicham, r¥pa.



