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FOR CHRIST AND THE CHURCH

PROLOGUE

The minister had just come home from Lis prayer
meating, and he waa very much disconraged.

He had gone at once up to his stndy and wassitting
down st his desk looking hopelessly at his Sonday
morning sermon, which was half written.

T can never finish it. I have not the heart to go
on with it,’* said the minister, speaking out loud, a
habit he had scquired while in college and seminary.

**Of course not,”’ said & voice so mear hy that the
minister was very much startled. But the minute
he heard the voice he knew it was the Devil’s. Ne
one would ever mistake snch a voice; and the minister
88 he wheeled about in his chair and eaw his visitor
sitting on the edge of the table where the religiona
papers were kept, recognized his old enemy, and his
heart sank lower than ever as he noted the tri-
umphant sneer on the Devil's face.

“Of course nof,”’ he repeated, *‘especinlly when
you know that more then half your entire ohurch
membership are linrs.”*

**What " cried the mivister, indignantly.

*“Your chureh is full of liars,” repeated the Devil
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membership of three hundred snd fifteen. And yet
all of them vowed solemnly to support the church in
all its services. Minister, I said your church was full
of liars. Tan't it so?"

A good many of the members are eo eituated that
they can't get ont in the evening,’ prosned the
minister.

“Did you ever know of any of them fo stay away
regularly from an entertainment or party if they were
invited ont on prayer meeting night?* the Devil
questioned remorselessly.

The minister waa silent.

“Did you ever know of any of your business men
refnring to attend a politieal convention or a businees
convention becanse they badn’t time to go?"

Btill the minister was silent., He had grown very
pole and sad.

“I made o eanvase a while ago of your church and I
found that more than half your members, preacher,
gpent an sverage of two nights & week all the year
around in going to parties, receptions or entertain-
ments. When prayer meeting night came, they said
they were too tired, or something, to go. Baut if they
could go to an entertainment don’t you think they
conld go to prayer meeting if they wanted to?'

The minister made a gestnre towards the Devil
almost a8 if he appealed to him to leave the study,
but the Devil put his foot farther scross his knee as
if he intended to be more comfortable. In doing so
he knocked the minister’s favorite religious weekly
upon the floor.
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“T don’t know just how many,"" replied the minister
doggedly.

**Oh, yes, you do. Den't join the noble army of
lizre in your church. You know about how many
of the young people attend.™

“Forty or fifty, maybe,”” eaid the minister, but his
voice sonnded rather faint,

*Ian't that a high average?"

**Maybe it is,’” replied the minister slowly.

“Jen’t it true that not more than twenty-five or
thirty of your eighty-five Endeavorers regularly
attend the church prayer meeting? Don't try to
get out of it, preacher. I've been to & good many
of your meetings and enjoyed them. They wure
8o dull and stupid, and it does me so much good to
look around and see the empty seats and know that
moet of your people are somewhere else. But sbont
your young people. Aren’t they liars, too? How
much doss their motto amount to? How much is
their pledge good for?™

““Some of them have good ressons for not attend-
ing;"* the minister ronsed up a little.

*‘Reasons they could ‘consecientiously give to their
Savior’ ¥’ asked the Devil sarcastically, as he hitched
himself farther over the edge of the table, knocking
another religious paper on the floor.

The minister was silent. He was growing faint at
heart aa he reviewed the situation.

““Now, there waa an average of one entertainment a
woek lnst year,”’ continued the Devil contemptuonsly,
“which I noticed more than thirty of your Christian



