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A FAMILIAR EPISTLE

ROBERT J. WALKER,

FORMERLY OF PENNSYLVANIA, LATER OF MISSISSIFPI, MORE
RECENTLY OF WASHINGTON, AND LAST HEARD OF
IN MR. COXWELL'S BALLOON.

FrOM

AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE. ,

g0 WHICH 15 PREFIXED A BIOGRAFPHICAL SEETCH

SIXTH THOUSAND.

LONDON:

SAUNDERS, OTLEY, AND CO,,
66, BROOK STREET, HANOVER SQUARE.
1863.

[ The right of Translarion is reseroed.]



“The avowed object of this party is the immediste abolition of
Slavery. For this they traverse sea and land, for this they hoid con-
ventions in the capital of England, and there they brood over schemes
of abolition in association with British Societies. There they join in
denunciations of their countrymen, until their hearts are filled with
treason, and they return home Americans in name but Englishmen in
feelings and principles. Let us all then feel and know, whether we live
Nosth or South, that thir party, if not vanqguiched, mus cvertbrow #he
Government and dissalve the Union”™—Extrart from Letter of Hom.
R.].Wﬂm,jm&th,lmkﬁnmrqf‘fmmﬁmqfﬁm.

# If my voice could reach even the Black Republican party, I would
say, Re-assemble your convention, re-nominate your candidates if you
please, elect them if you can, take all the spoils, buf fear dowwn your
Aﬁumrfag&wmﬂ endorse it at phe polls, and give to the South a
perfect justifeation for apithdraguing jfrom the Union."—ROBERT J.
‘WALKER i 1856
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ROBERT J. WALKER.

It is a trite remark that ¢ the world never knows its
greatest men.” The word ¢ Walker,” being familiar
to London ears only as a cant term employed by vulgar
little boys to express incredulity, it may be proper to
preface the reply to some letters lately addressed by a
person of that name to the British public, by a slight
sketch of his past history.

Robert J. Walker was once 2 man of mark in
America, and has held some, if not all, of the titles
which, with Republican simplicity, he affixes to his
name. He iz about as old as the century. Born and
educated in Pennsylvania, after a futile attempt to ob-
tain public office and position in his native State, he
migrated to Mississippi, then almost a wilderness, with
but 55,000 inhabitants. Here the shrewd and plausible
young Yankee pushed himself rapidly forward to for-
tune and place, till at last the highest honour the State
could confer was given him, in 1836, He was then
made one of her senators in Congress, in which post
he remained until 1845, thus filling that position at the
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very period of the act of Repudiation by his two States,
(native and adopted), and before his successor in the
Senate, Jefferson Davis, had entered public life, Mr.
Walker was then, and for twenty years afterwards, a
most “ ultra-Southern” man in his sentments, or at
least in his speeches; including the most violent
advocacy of State rights and Slavery. In fact, like
most men of Northern birth domiciled in the South, he
out-heroded Herod in his violent affection for Southern
doctrines and interests; and on this account, when
the Southern administration of Mr, Polk came into
power, a seat in his Cabinet was accorded to Mr.
Walker.

On the 3rd March, 1845, he left the Senate, and
took the post of Secretary of the Treasury—not
¢ Minister of Finance,” as he terms himself ; for that
office does not exist in the United States, and its duties
are performed by the Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee of the House of Representatives, not by the Secre-
taryof the Treasury. He supported warmly the measures
and principles of the Southern party while in the Senate
and during his term of office, and here ends the most
respectable part of his career. He never returned to
Mississippi ; but after 1845 lived chiefly in Washing-
ton and New York, professing to practise law in the
Supreme Court, but really occupied in various specula-
tions ; his ideas, unlike his stature, being on the largest
scale.

Jefferson Davis succeeded him in the Senate, and






