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(ipiv War had leid his aword amide,
and hushed his eannon’e Toar,

And on s recollections elept,
for thirty yesrs and more :—

And save that strifs, and ferce revolt
bad here and there outhurned,

And kings had from their kingdoma fed,
while thrones were overturned,—

And save thet rlers oft had read
their simple lesson wrong,

The voice of Peace in many lands
spake cheerfully and s —
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To speak till come that cther war,
that last tremendous fight,
‘When Mind in arma shall teach the world
that Might is not the Bight.

And out of peace great works had grown,
and glorious enterprise,
And Beience daring matehless deeds
put on & fairer guise
The steamship and the reilwey-train,
the swift alectric wire,
To narrow apace, and shorten time,
snd bring the nations nigher—
Came forth from bher unwesmed tol,
her insight keen and vast;
Ang secreta of philosophy
to housshold uses past.
Free Thought had paced with steady stride,
and reached a clearer view



OF social claiim, and native worth,
und muinal service duoe.
And Trade had shook bis fetters off
in consmousness of etrength,
And pent a thrill of baay life
through England's breadth and length :
And Knowledge atooping from her height,
o'erleaped her ancient bound,
And fast the steam-fed printing-press
diffused her tidings ronnd.

Then rose a quick and frutful thought
within & thoughtful mind—
What if all industries of, sarth
were in one place combined ?
The time waa ripe, and atill the thought
to fuller purpose grew, z
Its groatness over every mind
a pemae of wonder threw.
The noblest in the realm approved,
and royal favour lent, '
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And England echoed back her will
by veice of parliament.

Send out the challenge, make it known,
our shores to all are free ;

Let labour come from every land,
with ships from every sea.

Who rarest handicraft ean show,
and who the simplest things ;

‘Who homely wares for husbandmen,
wheo coatly worke for kings.

Now &ll ye cunning architects,
devise a mighty plan:

A spacions edifice contrive,
with roof of widest apan.

Since men began to build, the world
haih seen no greater acheme,

Too high it were for Fancy's flight,
too vagt for poet’s dream.

We need s temple wide and long
se any stately street,
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With ways snd walke of smple scope
where all the world may meet.
Invention laboured st the task,
and with her brooding wit
Devised a scheme of rare design,
uniqua, imposing, fit.

Hyde Park the site: straightway is marked
the strueture’s spacions bound ;

And troops of labourers prepare
the broad expanse of ground.

And a noise and stir are heard afar
of hammer, saw, and plane,

Of whirring wheel, and rollmg car,
and elowly clsnking erane.

And hour by hour the work goes on,
increaging day by day ;

A work that tasks all energiee,
nor brooks an hour’s delay.
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And soon the nimble artisans
pisce after picce uprear,

And soon the building’s airy lines
in lengthening sweep appear.

And glasa in endless pannels forms
a bright, franslucent wall;

The reof, » aky of glass, upborna
on iron columng tall.

Above, the lofty gailery,
below, the roomy aisle,

And in one length the neve extends
for nearly helf a mile.

A crystal arch thet midway eprings,
the vists intersects,

And with its wide expanding curve
the east snd west connects ;

And north and south its radiste srms
poem & gigantic fan ;

And ancient elms it covers in

beneath ite soaring span.



