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THE HISTORIE
of Frier Rvsu: how he came to a
houfe of Religion to feeke feruice, and being
entertained by the Priour, was firlt made

vnder Cooke. .
Being full of pleafant mirth and delight
for young people.
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9 A pleafant Hiftory, how a Deuill
(named Rush) came to a Religious

houft, to fecke a fervice. .

'] YHERE was fometime beyond the Sea edified and

founded a certaine houfe and Cloifter of Religious
men, which houfe was founded at a great Forrefts fide,
for to maintaine the feruice of almi ‘God, and daily
to pray for their benefaftors and founders, and for the
faluation of their owne foules: which place by reafon
of their founders and well difpofed le (which gaue
wato it largely of their goods and pofleffions) increafed
in riches, and euery man had gold and fluer at their
will, and alfo of meate and drinke they had great plenty:
in fo much that they were fo well at eafe and had fo
much, that they wift not what to doe they weye fo full
of wantonnefle, whereby the deruice of almighty Geo
was not well maintained among them: for oftentimes
they faid neither Mattins nor Euenfong : and throagh
their great negligence they forgat cleane the charge that
they were bound to when they entred into their Reli«
gion, and they lived more like beafts without reafon,
then like men of good and holy conuerfation: for they
haunted harlots and Kued viciously, and the goods that
was giuen them by and -well difpofed people, they
fpent in vnthriftinefle and rybauldry. And when the
great Prince of Deuils wlliix: are the Patrones of all
. a - YICEE
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2 A pleafant Hiftorie

vices vnderflood of the great mifrule and vile lining of
thefe Religious men: confulted to keepe them ftill in
that ftate, and worfe if it might be. And thefe be the
names of the Deuils, v

Belpbegor who was Prince of Gluttony, 4fmodeus
Prince of Lechery, And Belzebub Prince of Enuie, with
many other Diuels affembled together, which reioyced
for the miforder of thefe Religious men. And as they
were all affembled together with one accord: they
choft a Diuell to goe and dwell among thefe Religious

-men, for to maintaine them the longer in theirvagracions

living, which Diuell was putin rayment like an earthly
creature, and went to a Religious houfe, and there he
ftood at the gate a certaine fpaceall alone with an heauie
countepance, Then within s.whlilc after thePrioItt:r came
vnto the gate and efpied Rafb the young man i

there all alone. Anon he faid voto him._whm
thou here, and what wouldeft thou hane. The
young man with great reuerence aniwered and faid :
Sir, I am a poorc young man, and am out of fer-

" yice, and faine would haue a Maifter. And Sir if it

pleafe you to haue me, 1 thall doe you diligent feruice,
and fhall doe fo well that you and all your brethren and:
couent fhall be glad of me, for I fhall keepe fo well your
fecrets, that I truft to obtaine at all times your good
loue and fauour, and all theivs alfo.

And when the Priour had heard his words, he was
mooued with pittie, and faid : Goe into the Kitchin to
the Cooke, and thew him that I haue fent thee thi-
ther, and bid him fhew thee what thou fhalt doe: for
thou fhalt be with him a certaine feafon, till that fome
other better thing fall. Then the young man made
his reuerence to the Priour, and thanked him, and
foorth he went to the Kiichin, where hee found the
: . . maifter



- of Frier Rufh. 3
‘maifter Cooke. Anon he made reuerence vnto him,
and faid : Sir, my Maifter the Priour hath fent me hi-
ther voto you, and he commaundeth you to thew me
what I fhall doe, for I muft be here and helpe you.
‘The maifter Cacke anfwered and faid, you be weicome.
And anon hee fet him to fuch bufineffe as he had to doe.
And thus the Deuill became vnder-Cooke in the place
that he was affi wnto, by the Prince of Deuils.
And then hee faid (laughing to himfelfe) as followeth,

Thefe being the words of the Deuill.

Am right giad that my purpofe is come fo well to
pailc, igw now all mine intent is fulfilled, and ¥ doubt
not but all thall be ours: for 1 fhall make fuch debate
and firife among the Fricrs, that they fhall never be at
concord and peace. And I fhall make them good
ftaues wherewith the one fhall beatc well the other: |
and often times they fhal Iye together by the cares, in
fo much that there was neuer feen nor heard tell of fuch
a rumour and difcord in no Cloyfterin the world. -And
1 thall vfe my felfe fo, that I fhall be in great loue and
fauour among them. :
Then withint foure or fize dayes after, 1t fortuned
that the Priour came into the lzitchin, and there he
found the young man, to whom he f3id, where waft
thou borne, and what is thy name? The young man
anfwered and faid, Sir, I was borne very farre hence, and
stb-iscax’r:g name. ‘Then faid the Priour ynto him,
Rufb, thou couple Hounds together? Yea Sir
(faid Ruf®) that I can doe right well, and more then
that, for I can couple men ang women together, which
is a more maftrie, and alfo Sir (if neede be) I can con-
uay a faire woman into your chamber, and conuay her
2 ¢



4 A pleafant Hiftorie

home againe in the morning fo fectetly, that no mam
fhall fpye it. And alfo I fhall keepe your counfaile fo
fecretly, that it fhall neuer be knowne. And when the
Priour heard Rufb fpeake fo, he was right glad of him,
and faid : Ry, if thou canft doe as thou haft faid? I
fhall reward ‘thee well for thy labour, and thou fhalt
be my molt welbeloued feruant : wherefore make an end
of n:lel{g' bufinefle, for {foone thou fhalt goe a Little way on
a meffage for me, and {o he departed and went to fup-
per.  And when euery man had fipped, and Rufb had
done all his bufineffe in the Kitchin, hee came vnto his
maifter the Priour, and faid, Sir, what is your will with
me ? the Priour anfwered and faid: here a little befide
dwelleth a faire Gentlewoman, the which I loue very
well, but I dare not difconer my minde vnto her my

felfe : and if thou canft finde the meanes ta bring hex.

fecretly vnto me, I thall reward thee right well for thy
labour and paine. And when Rufb had heard the
words of his Maifter, and knew all his minde, he an-
fwered and faid: Sir, be of cheere, and let mee
alone with that matter : for I {hall goe vnto the Gentle-
womans houfe, and 1 fhall fay your m fo well,
that this night fhe thall come to you: and fo departed
-Rufb from his Maifter, and went firaight vnto this Gen-
tlewomans houfe. And when he was thither come,
hee found the Gentlewoman fitting all alone. And
when Rufb was efpied of her, he made vnto her great
courtefie, and with ‘many reuerences thefe he

How
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How a Deuill named Rufb came voto a Gentlewomans
houfe, and how he brouiht her priuily
vnto his Maifters chamber.

REﬂ: you merry faire Miltrefle, the moft faireft crea-
ture in the world. My Maifter greeteth you by
.me, defiring you to come and fpcake with him.  Then
faid the Gentlewoman to Ruf®, who is your Maifter, and
what is his will with me? faire Miftreffe, faid Ry,
I will thew you, my Maifter is the Priour in a houfe of
Religion here befide, and he loueth you fo well ex
that you come vnto him this night, I know he wall
dead for forrow.

Here followeth the anfwere of the Gentl_ewamm.

Nd when the Gentlewoman had heard the words

of Rufh, thee anfwered and faid, Faire Sir, it were
great pittic that the Gentleman fhould die for my fake,
and rather then he fhould {o doc for me, I will come to

_him, and thew him all the courtefie that I can. R

was very glad of thofe comfortable words, and thought
that his enterprife was well brought to pafle, and he
faid vnto her: Faire Miftrefle, may it {Jleafc you to take
the labour and goe with me, and I thall bring you to my
Mafter, and as I fuppofe, hee will make you ﬁ_ﬂd cheare,
and Gold and Siluer you fhall lacke none, for hee hath
great plenty thereof. Then faide the Gentlewoman,
Sir, I pray you let vs depart hence: foras I quepofe the
Gentleman looketh long for vs. So foorth they went
both er, till they came to the Priours Chamber.
And when the Priour fawe that the was come: he was
the gladdeft man in the world, and thanked Rufs much
for his labour and paine: And fo the Priour I'ECﬁil;:;
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her into his chamber, and there he made her ﬁzod cheere,
and they had good meate and wine great . And
when they had well refrefhed themfelues, Ru/b departed,
and went to the Kitchin, and Ieft the Priour and the
Gentlewoman alone, and there the faued the Priours
life: And when Ru/b was in the Kitchin, hee faid vato
himfelfe : Iam right glad that 1 haue brought this mat-
ter fo well to pafie: and I doubt not but they will agree
well enough together, for they be both of one accord.
And when the other Friers perceiued that Rufb was
fuch a priuie fellow, and fo well could keepe counfaile :
t]\r{ defired him to helpe them alfo, and fo he did : for
he brought to euery man, the woman that they moft
defired, whereof they had grear meruaile. But they
were fo blinded with ignorance, that they neuer per-
ceived that he was a very Deuill, but euery manlh’:.d

. him in loue and favour. -

How Frier Ru/b threw the maifter Cooke into a kettell
of water fecthing vpon the fire, wherein he died.

befell ‘a day that Ru/b went forth to fport
him, and it was very late ere he came home againe,
and the maifter Cooke was very angry with him that
hee was fo long abfent. And as {oone as Ruff was
entred into the Kitchin : the Cocke began to chide, and
{aid vnto him, thou horfon knaue where haft thou
beene fo long : and with a great ftaffe hee laid vpon
Rufband beat him fore. And when Rufb faw that the
Cooke was angry, and {o farre out of reafon, and that
he had beaten fore: anon he began to waxe very
angry with the maifter Cooke, and faid vato him : thou
- horfon villaine, why haft thou beaten me thus : I will
be reuenged ot thee: and fuddainly he caught him in
his

.



