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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue oceasion of this pamphlet will be sufficiently
explained, by an extract from a letter to a friend :—
“ You express your wonder that I, who have so often
avowed my dislike to the introduction even of the
word, Religion, in any speeial seuse, in Parament,
or from the mouth of Luwyer or Statesman, speaking
a5 such ; whe lave so carpcsily condended, that
Religion cannot take on itself the character of Law,
without ipse facto ceasing to be Religion, and that
Law could neither recognise the oblipations of Re-
ligion for its prineiples, nor become the pretended
Guardian and Profector of the Faith, without
degenerating into inguisitorial tyranny—that I, who
have avowed my belief, that if Sir Matthew Hale's
doctrine, that the Bible was a part of the Law of
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the Land, had been uttered by a Puritan Divine
instead of a Puritan Judge, it would have heen
quoted at this day, as a specimen of puritanical
nonsense and bigotry—you express your wonder,
that I, with all these heresies in my head, should
vet withstand the measure of Catholic Emancipation,
and join in opposing Sir Francis Burdett’s intended
Bill, for the repeal of the disgualifyine siatutes!
And you econclude by asking - but is this true !

“ My answer i5: Here are two guestions, To the
firsl, viz., 3s it true that T am unfriendly to (what is
called) Catholic Emancipation ! 1 reply : No! the
contrary 1s the truth. There 1= no inconsistency,
however, in approving the fhing, and yet having my
doubts respecting the manner; in desinng the same
end, and yot seropling the means proposed for its at-
tainment. When you are called in to o consultation,
you may perfectly agree with another physician,
respecting the existence of the malady and the
expedience of its removal, and yet differ respecting
the medicines and the method of cure.  To vour
second question (viz., am | unfriendly to the present
measure 'y 1 shall return an answer no  less

explicit.  Why | caonot return as brief a one,



ADVERTISEA ENT. v

you will learn from the following pages, tran-
seribed, for the greater part, from o paper drawn up
by me some years ago, at the request of a gentleman
(that I have been permitied to eall him my friend,
I place nmong the highest houors of my life), an old
and intimate friend of the Jate Mr. Canning's ; and
which paper, had it been fimished before he left
England, it was his intention to have laid before the
Iate Lord Liverpool.

““From the period of the Union to the present hour,
| have negleeted no opportunity of obtaining correct
mformation from hooks and from men, respecting the
facts thut bear on the guestion, whether they rerard
the existing state of things, or the causes and oceusions
of it; nor, during this time, has there heen o single
specch of any note, on cither side, deliversd, or re-
ported as dehivered, in cither House of Parlinment,
which | have not heedfully and thonghtfully pernsed,
abstracting and noting down every argument that was
not already on the list, which, I need not say, has
for wany years past fow accessions to boast of
Lastly, my conclusion | have subjected, year afier
yeur, to a fresh revisal, conscious but of one influence

likely to warp my judgment, wnd this iz the pain, 1
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might with truth add, the hwmiliation, of differing
from men, whom I loved and revered, and whose
superior competence to judge right in this momentous
cause, | konew and delighted to know; and this
appravated by the reflection, that in receding from
Burkes, Cannings, and Lansdownes, I drd not move
step nearer to the feelings and opinions of ther
antagonisls.  With thus exception, 1t is searcely pos-
sible, I thiok, to conceive an individual less under the
nflucnees of the ordinary disturbing forces of the
Judgment, than your poor friend ; or from situation,
pursuits and habits of thivking, from age, state of
health and temperament, less likely to be drawn
out of his conrse by the woder-currents of Iope,
or Pear, of evpeclation or wish. Dot least of all,
by predilection for any particular seel or parly:
for whercver T look, in relimon or in polities, 1
seem to see . world of power and talent wasted
on the support of half-truths, too often the wost
mischicvous, beeause least suspected of errors. This
may result [rom the spirit and habit of partizanship,
the supposed inseparnble accompaniment of a free
state, which pervades all ranks, and iz carried into

all subjects. But whatever may be its origin, one
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cousequence seems to be, that every man is in a
bustle, and except under the sting of excited or
alarmed self-interest, scarce any one in earnest.”

I had wrtten a third part under the title of
“What 15 to be done now ! consisting of illus-
trations from the Ilistory of the English and Scot-
tish Churches, of the consequences of the ignorance
or contravention of the prineiples, which [ have
attempted to establish in the frst part; and of
practical deductions from theze pninciples, addressed
chiefly to the English clergy.  But 1 felt the embers
glowig under the white nshes ; and on reflection, |
have considered it more expedient that the contents
of this small volume should be altogether in strict
conformity with the title ; thut they should be, and
profess 1o be, no more and no other than Ideas of
the Constitution in Church and State.  And thus |
nisy without inconsisteney entreat the friendly reader
to bear in mind the distinetion I have enforced,
between the exhibition of an idea, and the way of
acting on the same ; and that the scheme or diagram
best sutted to make the idea clearly understood, may
be very different from the form i which it is or

may be most adequately realized.  And if the reason-
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ings of this work shouold lead him to think, that a
strenuons Opponent of the former attempts in Par-
liament may have given hisz support to the Bill
lately passed without inconsistency, and withou!
cither being or meriting the name of Avostare, it
way be to the wuprovement of his chanty and pood-
temper, and not detract a tittle from his oood sense

or politieal penctration,
ST, C



