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PREFACE,

For many years the greal majority of readers
upon American awrchwology and ethnology have be-
lieved in the existence throughout the Mississippi
valley of a nation ealled, for want of a better name!
“The Mound Butlders.”  Hasty cxplorations of tu-
muli and enelosures i various parts of the Ohio and
I'lIIl-.-F-;L‘:-:-!lJ]_‘Il valleys have been made by those desir
ing to further the popular belief. Books and nuwer-
ouz articles have Leen publizhed in which the
imagination was permitted to range unchecked.
Statements were unde  without proper authority,
speculations freely induleed in, and hypotheses were
built upon foundutions as npstuble as those of sand.
As a natural result, many persons were led to attab-
ule a high depree of civilization to the mound-
building tribes of the Mississippi valley. Fine relies
or carved images taken from the mounds, the signifi-
ration of which the eolleetor eould not satisfactorily
explain, were necepted as evidenee in support of the
high status of these people.  In spite of investiga-
tions and publications npon the part of learned insti-
tutions and private individoals, tending to dispel
such deceptions, many intellicent people still retain
fulse impressions while reading works that treat of
pmulth e .

! We are in favor of emphﬂmh Dir. T (G, Printon's term, ** The Ameri-
can Race." Hee ppo 17 and 18, Fhe Aaiorroon Rece, New York.
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It is the porpose of enr book to do away with
certain of these illustons.  In attempting this we are
aware that a herculean task has been undertaken.
Bnt the time hag mrived when men prefer facts to
lights of faney. We are therefore quite confident
that our material, g0 cavefully collected and thought-
fully weighed, will not be east aside and its place
naurped by the msh statements of hasty and ineom-
petent investieators,  Why there should be 2o much
speenlation and uncertainty concerning the life of
our aborleines 1= explicable to us.  No question of
equal importanee eonld have been morve easzily deter-
mined had the eavly writers given as much care and
paticnce to wound exploration as s given at the
[resent time,

Somwe  writers have wsrepresented and  distort.
ed fleld testimony to uphold theorier previously
formed. Az an illustraiion of this, and of the great
daniage thatl it has doue, we need but eall the atten.
tion of our readers fo the famons © Holy Stone 7 of
Newark,

An enthusiastic arelupologist resided many years
ago at Newark, Olio.  He was thoroughly in love
with his work, and his life’s mubition was to diseover
the origin of man upon the Ameriean eontinent, He
believed the lost ten trthes of Tarael to be the ances-
tors of the monnd-bailding tribes.  After opening
mond after moumd and finding no evidence what-
ever in support of hia hypothesis, he beeamne desper-
ate.  He purchased a ITebrow Bible and primer, and
shortly afterwards there was diseovered in a stone
box, in a monmd that he had investizated, a slab, on
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one side of which was a likeness of Moses, and on
the veverse an abridoed form of the ten command-
ments.  The stone attracted world-wide attention,
and many publications were issned deseribing it. No
one doubted the genuineness of the aflair until after
the man’s death. In cleamng up his office the
administrator found v a small vear room bits of slate
with attempts at carving Hebrew characters upon
them.  They also found a fair copy of the wood-cut
of Moses nsed as a frontispiece in the testament.

The influence of (his overzealoug deceiver has
gone thronghout the length and breadth of our land,
and one may still hear at lectures npon American
archaeology statements concerning the Tndian’s de-
seent [rowm the Jew, basing suel assertions upon
the tesfimony of the supposed ® Holy Stone of
Newark,” which, as is above shown, was simply a
counterfot.

The moral requires ne explanation,  One “popm-
lar ™ book by a superficial observer has a bad influ-
ence and does more harm than ean be remediad by
mueh honest eonscientious endeavor on the part of
workers in the field,  Those whe have endured the
rains of apring, the heat of summer, the chilly snows
anil sleet of winter, living i thin tents or barn-like
sheds alongside the tomoli that must be studied ek
by ineh with pick and shovel, have a nght to ery
ont in honest mdignation when the veports of men
who have never thrust a spade into the structures
they attempt to deseribe pretend to be conelusive on
this subject.

Many volumes upon American archwology in the
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last few years have been written by field workers and
consequently have n value far in exeess of previous
publications.  Most writers seem to agree of late that
the various tribes and clans which formerly inhabited
the river valleys of the State of Ohio were alike in
eolor and general habits, having certain variations in
stature common to all races, and differing in many of
the details of tribal orgamzation and domestic hfe.
Their languages were unlike, it 15 thought, and un-
doubtedly they warred against each other,

In writing a complete deseription of eacl mound,
repetitions are unavoidable, A jound may be more
or less like 1ts fellow straetures, and onr desire not
to overlook any detail in Lhe position of objeets and
skeletons has led us to follow one general rule in
writing the report of mound confenlz.  The rule is,
“ Note everything.”

No attempt is made to rive any deseription of the
carthworks fomd in the different parts of Ohio;
such an elfort would not ouly swell a volume to
unwieldy proportions, bmt wonld be entirely forcign
to our purpose.

In every cxeavation eareful field notes were made
on the spot, and each night the result of the day's
work was fully written out. The text of this volume
18 the sum of those records,

The total number of mounds, graves, and ceme-
teries opened during the four seasons of exploration
was one hundred and seven,  The field nmmbers are
retained in the text, when necessary, but not in their
recular ovler, as some portions of the conntry were
worked at different periods during the years in which



