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PREFACE.

Durixe the attacks of gout, a disorder to which 1
am subject, being ineapacitated for pursuits of & more
sorions and strietly professional charneter, 1 liave
lately sought for ocenpation and entertainment, in
composing the translations which fellow, and print
them in the hope, that they may be found not alto-
wether unworthy of the pernsal of those into whose
hands they may come. My veeurrence to Claudian
for this purpose—as T have in my younger days trans-
lated several of his lustorieal poems—may perhaps
be aceounted for by a passage in oy velative Lowd
Carlisle’s “Leeture on the Writings of Gray,” where
he says, “ T believe there to be something instinetive,
which leads every one of us, bot to what 1 our un-
impassioned jrdzment we think the best and greatest
of its kind, but to what we are sensible is most
specially attractive and congenial to oursclves” A
trauslator indeed need wish for nothing better, than
to be, mesmerieally speaking, © en rappore” with his
oviginal ; indo whose spirit, in snell n case, he could
not fail 4o enter. A simpler reason owever for liking
Clawdian, is that he is o good and pleasing poet, and
deserves to be liked : and T am cncouraged i my
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preference by o diedwm, which T find in Nﬂtm:
Theological and Political, by the late S.T. Coleridge,”
to the effect that—Clandian throughout wonld bear
translation Lietter than any of the ancients.”

There ave Lhree versions of the © Raptus,” with
which T am acguainted, those of Digges, Hawkins,
aud Strutt—and, with a ready acknowledgment of
many good points occmrring n Lhew all, I have felt
that something remained to be done for Clandian,
anil offer the present contribution towards an object
which doubtless 15 still far from being attained.
The first, that of Digges, pnbhished in 1617, is a
curious, and, 1 belicve, a seavce book. There are
many terse and nervous lines inoit, hut it sins
grievously m the way of amplification, the author
gpinning oceasionally fwo or three couplets out of
one word of his original. 1 give the opening sentence
ol his Preface, as o specimen of hiz quaint style.

“Genile reader, I present to thy view the threc
first Books of Clandian de Haptn Proserpine in an
English version: a work how pleasing it may prove
I know not ; sinee of my anthor Sealiger saith, e
was materic ignobiliore oppressus—lnt—addidit de
ingerio  quantum defuil molerie—uwlhich wit  the
trauslator’s harshness of style may (haply) lave
diminished.”

I have not thonght it necessary to appeud any
notes to a T'eem so purely mythological. They
would have been ouly o transeript of the pages of
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Lempriere, or Smith—to the latter of whicl Dietion-
aries I would also vefer the veader for a sufficient
aceonnt of Clandian and his works, conpled Lowever
with what I will venture to eall a very undue depre-
cintion of hiz poetical powers.  He is, of course, not
to be ranked wmong the Augustan poets, but he
stands, I think, high mmovg those of the second
order ; and I should be jnclined to place Tim between
Luean and Statius, as bess vigorous than the former,
less tumid and grandiloquent than the Iatter, The
Fapitus, nudisfignred by the spivit of cowrtly adula-
tion, which was Lis besetting sin, is perhaps as fair
a specimen of his veal gening as ean be given.  There
are faults inits construetion ; such as the omission
of the commuunication which Jupiter ought to make
to Pluto, respecting the abduetion of Proserpine—
the prineipal event of the poom : and the nuartistic
way in which that event is related twice over; fiest,
as matter of direet navrative, and then again in the
colloquy between Electia and Ceres—wlich might
induce the supposition that it had never received the
finishing touches from its anthor, nnil that its con-
clusion had never been written, T should Dbe glad
however to find this latter conjective disproved by
the labours of some future Mai, and the fourth bools,
containing the wandervings of Cores, and ler ultimate
dizcovery of her danghter, resoued from the coneenl-
ment of a palimpsest, to give the desired completion
to so admirable a poein.
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I take thiz opportunity of thanking my friends,
the Lev. I Moore, of Eccleshall, and the Rev. H.
Bull, of Lathbury ; to whose taste and kindness T am
indebted for many valoable remarks, and corrections
of the present version, of which I have freely availed
myeelf,

Dinington evtary,
Chietber 28, 153F,
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