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PREFACE.
U F—

Tk algect of this vohune 35 o provice o texc-boak on thwe fist
parl of Systematic Theology similar o the masy compends that
were found uzelud to stedenss in lormer Llimes, Bul adapted o
the reguiretients of the present age,  Several such works have
appeared, ard Lad o large cveulasion in Germany, such as Hase's
fritterier Nodideare, Tathavds Cometendinm gev Dagmadid, nad
athers ; but the only book in Tioghsh cxlabiting 1o beef compass
the thealogy of thie Befmed Clineel ds De, A, A Hodee's Owe-
fraees af ¥fealogy, which is already a quarer of o century ol
Aogrzater sdaptation of the Srmoof presentngr the enchanging
{ruth of the gospel ta the halat: of viewing scch subjects at
prosent scens Lo be desicalidle, especially in ke following ways.

The evidences of ChrAshanity cannot be kopt so distinct from
its conbents as wag commen down e ihe last senceation, for it
iz increasingly fele that the eontents of Christianity are ity strongest
evidence, conunending themselves w e inind, conscience and
heart of man, Tt o5 destrable to bring more closely together
dectrine and evidence, Apologecc and Svstemamiic Theology :
nob proving or assumicg the sbsolute asthesdty of Scripture
before entering on the stady of s cootents, and then allowing
no appeal save to ity buc taiher begioning epon more general
ground, and showing n regacd te sach dectrine, as we come
boig, that i rests oo solid gronsd of fact, wsing not merely the
evidenee of Seripture testimoeny, which, however, must always
hold the chicl place in aay statement of Christian doctrine § but
also, wherever it 15 possitle, the proofs and confirmations ansing
from nature, experience, and history.

The increased knowledge that e bave of non-Chilstian religios
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nukes it desivmble to wilize, when possinle, in Svstematic Theo-
logy the results of modeen research in thar deparimeny, by com-
paripg the doctdees taught in Scdpoere, not ondy with deviztions
froan them within the pale of Chreisterdom, ot with the principles
of the greqr cthnic religions and systems of philosophy 3 and
sech aowse of the Scieace of Relizion, or Comparasive Theoloyry,
is especially snited for & wissionary nge of the Church, when she
is wwitkee Lo Toer high calling to resfy of her Lord and His salva
tpe e the face of the varsing creeds of all the netions,

Tlee growih and value of the zludy of Bitilical Thealogy should
also be recopnised by the Systemalic thealopia, aml must modify
the form and masner of his discussion of docirines.  Account
should be talen of the distinetive characeer of Wie difftrent por-
tions of Soripture, and ther Wsteseal welation fo each other, as
suceessive stages ioa gradeal process of edoeation, increasing in
clearness and folness a5 10 goes ok ed an endesyaur should he
made to fake as the Teading idea of the svsfemzlic armngement,
not any dictate of mere philesophly, Lol some ablical notion
understond o its trpe historical senze.  The notion of the king-
dom of Gaod seems o Do tha whicl: hoz the highest authaorisy
and i5 most comprebensive ) and 3t has therelore been taken here
as the basiz of e armngenent and establishment of the varioos
doctrines of Chrostiznidy,

Fegard for these considesitions has led to some deviation Dom
the order and wanner in which the body of Chrstian doctrine has
conumondy been see fordh; Tat it has col required any alteration
of the substance and rend mesing of the thealegy of (e Reforma-
tion 3 and 1f there is occasionally a fkank expression of dissent
from men and docmnents of high reputation 1o the IReforined
Churches, that 15 not incoasistent with great respect for them,
and  hesrty agrecment inomaintaining the csseatial decuines
of grace,



