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# The Parisian is under the impression that his city is a
species of sacred Ark, which it is sacrilege to touch. To
bombard London, or Berlin, would be an unfortunate
necessity of war, but to fire a shot into Paris is desecration.
For a French armmy to live at the expense of Germany is
in the nature of things; for 2 Geeman army to live at the
expense of Frenchmen is a barbarity which the civilized
world ought to resent, IF the result of the present cam-
paign 1s to convince Frenchmen that, as a nation, they are
neither better nor worse than other pations, and to con-

- vince Parisians that Paris enjoys ne special immunity from

the hardships of war, and that if it sustains a siege it roust
accept the natural consequences, it will not have been
waged in vain, but will materially conduce to the future
peace of the world."—Ths Besieged Resident in Paris,
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of Sedan, and the many silent factories which
are paying its penalty. We stop at every road-
side station, and the time.tables bear, ominously,
the date of August, t870. Everywhere the
invader is in wunequivecally absolute mas-
terdom. Surely, nothing could indicate more
complete and hopeless conquest than the fact
of apparently not more than a dozen Germans
being left in possession of each place, and there
—with the inevitable porcelain pipe, or the
alternative cigar—placidly permitting or forbid-
ding, as their pleasure may be, our passage
along the chief highway to the capital.

In due course we reach Amiens, to find that
familiar Rughy of the Chemin de Fer du Nord
swarming with an excited throng. The aspect
of the station is starthag in its incongruity,
Minghng with the crowd of soldiers, or side by
side with them, looking on, are groups of idle
workmen in  blouses,.-while native peasant
women—voluble as ever—jostle their way
through the multitwle, An officer of Mobiles,
from the Pas du Calais, travels in the same



