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PREFACE.

The death of Hon, TEXRY WrnTnn Davis, for many Tenls a distmguished
Tepresentative of one of the Baltimors congrossional districls, ereated s deop |
ensation among thoso whe bad beon asseciated with him in national logis-
Intion, and they deemed it fitting to pay to bis memory wousual boners.  They
adepted resolutlons expressive of their grier, and invited Hon Jous A, J.
CRESWELL, o Senator of the United Btates fiom fhe Stite of Marytend, to deliver
en otion on hiz i aod character, iz the hall of the Houso of Tepresemtatives,
on the #20 of February, a day the recurrence of which ever gives inerensed
warmth to patriotic emotlons,

The Lall of tle House was filled by a distingniabed andicnee to listen (o Ui
oration. Before eleven o'elock the galleries were erowded in every part. The
flags above the Speaker’s dosk were draped in black, wnd sther insignia of
monrning wers exhibited. An excellen! portrsit of the late Hon, HeExky
WiNTER Davis wea visible through the {ilds of the nutiona] baoner above the
Spealier’s ehair.  As on the occasion of the oration o President Lincors by
Hon. GEORGE BaxcROFT, {ho Murine band wceupied the ante-soom of the
reporiers' pullery, and discoursed appropriate musie,

At twelve o'clock the senutors enterod, and the judges of the Supreme Court,
priceded by Chlef Justice Chase.  OF the Calinet Seerctary Stanton end Sec-
retary MeCalloeh were proseut.  Adter prayer by the chaplaiy, the Declaration
of Independenco was read by Hon, EpwWako McPuzmsow, Cliek of the
Hongo.  After the reading of the Declaration, fullowod Ly the playing of a
dirgo by the band, Hoo. BciovLer CoLrax, Speaker of the House of Repre-
eentetives, imtroduced the erator of the duy, Hon, J. A, J. CRESWELL,
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REMARKS

OF

HON, SCHUYLER COLFAX,

RPEAKLE OF THE HOUSE OF REIMRESENTATIVESR,

—_

Hon. Scinovier CoLrax, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
said

Lapies axp Gentiesuy: The tuty haz been devolved upan me
of intreducing to you the friend and fellow-member, here, of Heyny
Winren Davis, and I &hall detain you but o moment from iz |
address, to which you will lsten with saddenad intereat, ;

The world always appreciates and honors conrage : the courage
of Christinnity, wlich sustained martys in the amphitheatre, at the !
stake, and on the rack: the vonrage of Patriotizm, which nspired
millions in our own fand to realize the historie fable of Curtius, and |
to fill up with their own bodies, if need he, the Fawning clusm
which imperiled the republic; the courage of Humanity, which js E‘
witneseed in the pest-house and the hospital, at the deathi-bed of the |
bomeless and the prisou-cell of the eonviet. But there s o courags
of Statesmen, hesides; and vobly was it illustrated hy the statesman
whose national services wo eommemorats to-duy. Inflexibly hostile
to appression, whether of elaves on American 3ol or of repubiicans
struggling in Mexico against monarehical invusion, faithiul always 1
ta principle and liberty, championing always the canse of the down.
trodden, fonrless as he was cloquent in his avowuls, he was mwournid
thronghout n continent; and from the Patapsen to the Gulf the
blessings of those who had been veady to perish followed Iim to his :
tomb. It is fitting, therefore, though dying a privato citizen, that |
the nation should render him sueh marked and unnsnal honors in L
this haell, the scene of 50 many of his futellectual trinmplis; and [
have great pleasure in introdueing to you, as the nrator of the day,
Hon, J. A. J. Creswerr, bis eolleague in the thirty-eighth Congress,
and now Senator from the State of Maryland,
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HON. JOHN A. J, CRESWELL.

My CovxrryMes: On the 22d day of February, 1752,
God gave to the world the highest type of humanity, in
the person of George Washington.  Combining within
himself the better qualities of the soldier, sage, states-
man, and patriot, alike brave, wise, diserect, and ineor-
ruptible, the common consent of mankind has awarded
him the incomparable title of Father of his Country.
Among all nations and in every clime the richest
treasures of language have been exhausted in the effort
to fransmit to posterity a fnthful record of his deeds
For him unfading laurcls are secure, so long as letters
shall survive and history shall confinue to be the guide
and teacher of civilized men. The whole human race
has become the self-appointed guardian of his fame,
and the name of Washington will be ever held, over all
the earth, to be synenymous with the highest perfoction
| attainable in public or private life, and coeternal with
that immortal love to which reason and revelation have
together toiled to elovate human aspirations—the love
of liberty. restrained and guarded by law.

Bat in the presenee of the Omnipotent how insignifi-
cant iz the proudest and the noblest of men!  Even
Washington, who alone of his kind could fill that com-
prehensive epitome of General Henry Lee, o often on
our lips, “First in war, first In peace, and first in the
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