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PREFACE.

Trw chief purpose of thism volume, as of the others In the serios, ia to
help the pupil learn to read; and to this object everything elre ia anbe
pervignt. Hearing in mind the fact that only those children who like to |
read ever become good readers, the author bag endezvored 8o to copstruct
and arrange thé several lessons as to make pach reading exercise & sonroe
of pleaanre to gll. The successiva stories, poema, and other pieces hava
bean chogen 80 A% G0 present & varled aeccesalon of thowshts and images
plessing to the child —thus stimslating his intarest from day to day,
arousing his eurlosity, directing his Imagination, and adding to his stora
of Enowledre. The gradallon [s as pearly perfect s possible, sach
lesgon being but a little more difficnle than chat which precedes it. Al
new worlds that would be 1kely to offer the slirhtest difficolties to the
lsatner are printad in the word lists at the beginning of the selection.

Sinee ench recltatlon mmst neceessarily be short, all the longer pisces
‘have been divided into parts—each part being suficient in most cases
for one lesson. ‘This mefhod obviates the objecilon wsually made to long
salpctione in booka of this prade, and mekes it possible to present in
complete form several sdaptaticns of productions that are by cummon
consent recoghized o8 closefcal. The constant trend of the leasons in
all the yolames in this series 13 towarde leading the legrmer, a3 soon as
he 18 prepared forit, 0 & knowledge and appreclation of the best things
1o the permansnt Ukerntute of the world.,

The illustrativns are wors nomermm 1than in any other book of ite
closs, and are the work of the best artista. Thoy ane nut merely pletures
inserted for the purpode of ornawent ; but are intended to be valusable
aide towards making the reading axercise enjoyable und instrective,
Bome will azslst the child's understandiog ; aome will excite and dicect
hin imagination ; nearly all mey be wsed as tha basis of iteresting com-
versations or object lessona,

An examinatlon of the voloume will reweal many other Important
featurss,  Among these, specizl atbentinn may be oalled 10 the following,
vit.: the suggestions for Jangusge work, whith lngenimia teachers will
extend snd apply in connection with very many lesgoms; Lhe letter
writing ; the numerous lessons in nature ‘study; the many instructive
etories that will appesl to the child's better nature and atrengthen his
love of right doing; leseons rt.la-u:u, to the history of our country or to
the lives of great men | short pieces to be memoviaed, vcourring here and
there throughout the volume. Many of these .fmmres, while of growt
importance in themaelves, will appeal eapecially to teachers who degire
to use the reading leason a3 a center of porrelation with sther studies,
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Robert = amuse want fioor
_ once tired bought himself
whose strange dream creatures

THE TALKING BOOK.

I.

1. Once there was a little boy whose name
was Robert. He lived in the country with
his father and mother, and he was
the only child in the house.

2. As there were 1o children for
him to play with, he had to amnse
himself in any way that he could.

3. He made friends with the bees
in the meadew, and with the birds in
the woods. He knew where the grass grew
tallest, and where the pretty wild flowers
bloomed.
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& One day when it rained, Robert could
not go out of doors. He sat by the win-
dow, and looked at the big drops falling on
the grass and on the stones in the road.

5. He said, * How glad I should be if the
rain could talk to me. I should like it to
tell me where if has come from and where
it is going.”

8. But the rain only said, « Tap, tap, tap,”
as 1t fell on the roof and ran down to the
ground. It could not tell him anything.

7. Robert had becn in doors all day, and
he was tired and sleepy. He had been
looking at the pictures in a preity book that
his father had bonght for bim in the city.
But now the book was on the floor, not far
from the window.,

8. When Robert grew tired of hearing the
rain’s * Tap, tap!” he turned fo the book
and said, “ Pretty book, come and talk to me!
Come and tell me all that you know!"

9. He did not think that the book would
say anything. But all at once it flew
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open, and Robert saw a pleasant face on

one of its leaves.
TIL.

10. Then the book began to talk. It said,
“If you want me to tell you what I know,
you must learn to read me.”

1. *What will you tell me about, if I learn
to read you?"” said Robert,

1z. “ Oh, I will tell you about many things,”



