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INTRODUCTION.

In the course of practice extending over a quarter of a
century, mainly in the High Court of Admiralty and its
succeasor, the Admiralty Section of the Probate, Divoree
and Admirelty Division, I bave frequently come in contact
with an urgent necegsity for some lmowledge of the
Maritime Law of Foreign Countries. Pursuing the stndy
in the intervals of a busy life, 1 thought it might be that
othars, both those practising the Liaw and also Bhipowners,
Merchants, and Underwriters brought in contact with the
practical effect of thosa Linws, might desire to see them in a
more accessible form than they could be generally obtained
in. [ therefore proceeded o publish such translations as
I made, or, in some cases, edited, 1n the Nauwtical Maga-
zine and Law Magazine and Heview, and now am trying
the experiment of publishing in a separate form. The
present volume gives the Maritime Law of the Therian
Peninsula. Having regard to the immense trade between
England and the Peninsula, in ore, fruit and wine, not
to mention other matters, and the large passenger traffic
carried in DBritish veseels between the Peninsula apd
Bouth America, and the number of British vessels which
cull for coals and other purposes at Vigo, Teneriffe, Lisbon,
Lies Palmes, and 8t Vincent, it would seem an appropri-
ate commencement, If this little volume receives suffi-
cient support the series will be continued,

I had the kind permission of the late Liord Hannen to
dedicate the series to him. I now, alas, can only dedicats
it to his memory, 4 memory which will survive, so long as
the practice and study of the Law remains, as that of a
great judge, and, a8 long ag any of those who had the in-
estimable privilege of practizsing before him survive, as that
of the most patient inetructor and kindest friend.

F. W. RATKES.



ABBREVIATIONS.

B. Belgian Code of Commerse, Book IL. (1ATH).
E, Egyptian Code of Maritime Commerge,
F. Freneh Code of Commerca.
G. German General Mercantile Law Code.
H, Commercial Code of Helland.
T. Commertial Code of Ttaly,
L (MM Mercantils Marine Code of Tialy,
P, Commergial Code of Portugal.
R. Commercial Cods of Ruesln,
8. Commercinl Oode of Spain.
Bo, Maritime Law CUode of Scandinavis, practically identical for
Denmnrk, Sweden, snd Norway,
In each of the above casen the number following the initial letter is the
number of the articlein the Code raferred to,
When & number is in brackets it refors to a law of the date mentioned,
Arn. Arnould on Marins Tnsurance, 6th od.
Lowndes, Law of General Average, Lowndes, 4th ed.
M. & P. Maude & Pollook, Merchant Shipping, 8nd ed.
M.5.4. Merchant Bhipping Act, 1804,
Mecl, Maclschlan on Merchant Bhipping, 2nd ed.
News, Digest of the Law of Shipping and Marine Tneurancs.
JIOLLP, Journal du Droit International Privi.
R.ILID.M. Revue Tnternationale du Drcit Maritime.
The references to Englich and Americen Lew Eeporta are those genorslly

sagaphed. .
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SPAIN.

Tae Code of Commerce of Spaein, of which the Maritime
Law forms Book III., eame inta operation by Royal Decres of
the late King Alfonso XII., on lst January, 1886, It is in-
tended to supply defects found to exist in the old Code, which
dated from lst January, 1830, but claimed to be founded, so
far as ita Maritime part was concernsd, on the most ancient
of European Sen Laws, the Conswlado del Mar, which is neserted
by its warmest admirers to be nearly coeval with the Conguest
of England by William 1., and to haye been the parent of all
the Maritime Codes of the Middle Ages. There is in fact
sonsiderable doubt whether it originated in Barcelona, as the
Spaniards contend, or in the Maritime Btates of Italy. Is
eannot be deubted, however, that the Code of Bpanish Laws
known as the * Biste Partidas” was in foree in Bpain in the
middle of the thirteenth century, and that the fifth Part of i,
containing the Maritime Laws, bears so strong a family likeness
to the Rules of Oléron, the basis of English Maritime Law, that
if these are not derived from if, both have probably & ecmmon
parent in the Consuledo, Perhaps the most nolable points
about the present Code are the following: Tt clears up the
doubt existing, in England at oll events, under the former
Code, as to whether an owner 1 'Iliahha, up to velue of his
ghip, for damage dons by the ship when he is not on board
(see The M. Mozham, P.D. 43, 107), or whother such damage,
being an * excesso ™ or an ach outside the duty of the captain, fell
upen the actual wrong-doer. It is now elear from Tit IV, § 3,
and especially Arts. B36, 837 of that section, that the ship-
owner ig liable. The whole chapter on Colligions is new, and
contains a special provision for the cese of  both to blame,”
Art. B27, and also for that of “inscrutable fault," Art. 526,
1



