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T is wery furprizing that the Letters
. of Abelard and Heloife bawe wor
g foomer appeared im Englith, fince
it it gemerally allvwed by all aobo
bawe jeen them in opher Languager
that they are aurittem moith the

greatsfl pﬁﬂ. of any i this kind aubich are Extant,
And it §r cerrain, that the Letters froma Nonto a
Cavalier, awbich bawve /5 fomg beewr knocwn and admir-
ed dnfong us, are in ﬂﬂkﬂﬁ:ﬂ:fﬂfwﬁwﬂfhﬂ.
Whatewer thofe avere, thele ars kuonwn fo be gevuine
Pieces, cecafoned by an Amowr nvbich had wery extra-
erdinary Comfequences, and made a preat Noife at the
Time avben it bappened, being betaveen towo of the
anof diinguifed Peojors of that e,

Thefe Letters thercfore -J'ﬂ'l truly qmtm by the
Perfons themjelves, awbofe J'I'm they bear, and aba
ungry botlh remarkable for their Genins and Learning,
ar well as by a moff extravagant Paffion for each o-
ther, are every awbere full of Sentiments of the Heart,
(which are motsgs be imitated in a frigned Story) and
T owches ef Natar?, “mucl more meTing rhan agy achick
mﬂﬁwﬁm the Pem of a Writer of Newels, or

Az exier




PRETFATCE
enter into the Imagination of any wbo bad not fek the
ke Emotions and Diftreffes,

: "I!g_j SLfrE n.n:.i:gu'a.lﬂfr auvritten in Latin, and are ex-
tant in a Colledion of the Works of Abelard, printed
at Paris ix the Year 1616, With wbhat Eleggnce and
Beaxty §f Sitile they avere woritten in thar Lenguagt,
il ﬁﬁd{l{{p appear fa the karned Reader, tven b
thofe feaw Citations avkich are fet at the Botiom of the
Page in fome Places of the following Hiftery. But the
ook bere mentioned conyifiing chiefly of School Diwinity,.

. and of the Learning of thife Times, awd therefore being
rarely te be met avith but in publick Librarier, and j=
the Hands of fome learned Men, the Laters aff Abelard
and Heloile are sk more bwown by & Tranfiation,
#r rather Parapbrafe of them ie Freneh, fird P&ﬁ_ﬁa
&d at the Hague in 1603, and wckick afteravards re-
eeived feuaral ather more :mlilh; Editiens, Thiz Tran-
Hation is much applavded, but wbs avay the Aurbor of
it is wot certainly dnown, Monfiour Bayle fays, be bad

Feen infEremed fzm:&u@:ﬂ'm; md‘j#‘.&ql.l‘
be thoupht mo ome befides cowld bave ewtered fo tho-
roaghly inte the Paffion and Tenderneft of fuch Writing:,

Jor wubpch that Sex feems to bave & more watorad Dife
pofition than the sther, Thir may be judged by the Let-
sers themjelees, among avbick thofe of Heloife are the
woft tender and moving, and the Mafier foomsin thir®
Particelar to bave been excelled by the Schodar,
In fome of the later Editions in French, there has
been prefived to the Letters an Hifforical Account of
¥ Abelard amd Heloile ; vhis i chicfly extrafied from
the




PREFACE

the Preface of the Editor of Abelard’s Waorks in Latin,

. and_from the Critical Diffionary of Monfirur Bayle®,
awbo bas pat topether, under feweral Ariicles, all the
Particulars be awar able to colled? comcerning thejfe twve
famaus Perfons: dnd though the firfl Letier of Abelard
te Philintus, in avkich be relates bis ouwn Story, may
Jeem 1o bawe vendered this Account in part wnmeceffary 3
ot the Reader awidl not be difpleafed to fer the Thread
of the Relation intire, and cantizmed to the Deark of the
Perjons avbofs Misfortunes bad made their Lives fo wery
remarkable. '

It ir indeed impo[Fbie to be unmosed st the furpriza
ing and muitiplied Afidions and Perfecutions avkbich
befel a Man of Abelards fine Genin, wbes wue fos
them fa feelingly defcribed by bis onvn Hand., Many of

'rﬂuﬁ'wlrying fo the Malice n;il"l_,ﬁ'tj' ar abere bia
Ememies on the decount of bis fuperior Learning and
Mirit; set the great Calamities of bis Life ook their
Rife from biy unbappy Indulgence of a triminal Paffion,
and giving Limfelf & Loojt do wwwarrantalle Pleafures.
After 1his be avar perpernally ivvolved in Sorrew add
Difivefs, and in wain fiught for Eafe and Quit in a
Monaflick Life. The Letters betnvern bim and bis be-
doved Heloife avere mot awriteen till fong after their Mar-
riage and Sepavation, and swbew vack of them nvas de-
dicated to @ Lif of Religion, Accordingly ave find in
them furprizing Mixtures of Devotion and Tendernefi, of
Penjtence and rvemaining Frailty, ond a liwely Pidturee
¢f Human Natare in ity Contravievies of Pajffion aud
Reafen, itz Infirmivies and its. Sufferings.

‘& Fid, driic, Abclud, Heloife, Foulgues, and Parsc
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OF
ABELARD a#d HELOISE.

-. b ETER ABELARD wasborn
£ X in the Village of Palais, in Britany.
K He lived in the twelfth Century, in
1;-‘ the Reigns of Lewir the Grofi, and
i W Lenvis the Younp. His Father's Name
Wil Rtrc.ugcr, a Gentleman of a confiderable and
wealthy Family. He took Care to give his Chil-
dren a liberal and pious Edocation ; efpecially his
eldell Son Feter, on whom he endeavoured to be-
lluw all pofiible Improvements, becaufe there ap-

A 4 peared




2 | The Histony of

peared in him an extraordinary Vivacity of Wit,
Joined with Sweetnefs of Temper, and ail imagin-
able Prefages of a great Man,

When he had made jome Advancement in
Lezrning, he grew fo fond of his Books, that,
leit Affairs of the World might interropt his Pros
ficiency in them, he quitted bis Birthright to his
younger Brother, and applied himfelf eatirely to
the Studies of Philofophy and Divinity.

OF all the Sciences to which he applicd him{elf,
that which pleafed him moff, and in. which he
madc the greateft Progrefs, was Logick. He had
a very fubtle Wit, and was jnceffantly whetting it
by Difpotes, out of a reflefs Ambition to be a2
Maller of his Weapons. 5o that in a fhort Time
ke gained the Reputation of the greateft Philofo-
pher of his Age; and has always been efteemed
the Founder of what we call the Learting 9“}#
Schovlmen.

He finithed his Stodies at Paric, where Learns
ing was then in a very flourithing Condition. Inthis
City-he found that famous Profeflor of Philofophy,
William des Champeanx, and foon became his fa-
vourite Scholar; but this drd not laft long. The
Frofeffor was fo hard put to it, to anfwer the fob-
tlz Objections of his new Scholar, that he grew
unealy with him, The School foon run into Par-
ties. The fenior Scholais, tranfported with Enql:
pgainlt Abefard, feconded their Maiter's Refent-
weent. Al this ferved only to encreale the yoong

Man's




