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PREFACE

WHEN & community takes upon itself the responsibility of teaching
its children to read it should sssume ot the same time that greater responsi-
bility of teaching them what to read. A series of school readers designed
to teach the #rt of reading should therefore carry in its pages that which
will train in the choice of reading. .

The cultivation of this habit should begin with the primer. From the
first page the child should go to the hook to get thought, not merely exercise
in word enlling. ‘The succeeding books should=gradually develop & high
and eatholic taste, and foster this luste by establishing early the cuslom of
reading standard books at home,

Chald Classics have been prepared with these principles in view. In
addition to providing a definite-and flexible method for teaching beginners
to read, effort has been made to include only material that may justly be
culled classic. The selections chosen have borne the repested test of
school-room trial both as to interest and careful grading. Care has also
been tzken to present a variety of appeal through the heroic, the imagina-
tive, the humorous, the ethical end the realistic.

Lists of books for home reading edited for this scries by Hamilton Wright
Mabie are included in the Third, Fourth and Fifth Readers, not only for
the direction of the child and the guidance of the teacher, but also to
obtain the cobperation of parents in fixing in habit the taste for good
literature created by the text books themselves.

"T'he notes appended for study have been prepared, not only to explain
the text, but to further the child's interest in the author and the selection.
At the end of each book will be found sugpestions to teachers. These
have been made unusuzally concrete and full in the desire to throw increased
light on the teaching of this, the most important subject in the school
currjculum. It is hoped that a measure of suceess has attended the under-
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PREFACE

taking, and that teachers and pupils to whom the books may come will
take new joy in their work,

It is a pleasure to thank Misa Nebraska Cropsey, Assistant Super-
intendent of Schools in Indianapolis, for suggestions concerning the teach-
ing of reading covering & period of twenty years, and the many leachers
who have tested the books in their classes.

G. A

Acknowledgment is made for permission to use selections from the
writings of Phillips Brooks, to E. P. Dutton and Company ; of Joel Chand-
ler Harris, to D. Applelon-and Company; of Joseph Jucobs, to G. P, Put-
nam's Sons; of Eugene Field and Leo Tolstoy, to Charles Scribuer’s Son;
of Helen Hunt Jackson, to Little, Brown and Company.

The selections from the writings of Henry Wadswerth Longfellow,
I'hoebe Cary, Celiz Thaxter, Thomas Bailey Aldrich, Ralph Waldo Em-
erson, and Nathaniel Hawthorne are used by special arrangement with
Houghton, Mifflin and Company.
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