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THE

INFLUENCE OF THE ENGLISH UNIVERSITIES
I THE

DEYELOPMENT OF NEW ENGLANID.

A the stated meeting of the Massachusetts Historieal
Bociety, held Feb. 12, 1880, Professor Frawnkiix B.
Drxtrg, of Yale College, New Haven, Comn., a Corre-
sponding Member, was intreduced, and yead the follow-
ing paper on the “Influence of the English Universities
in the Development of New England *: —

New England civilization received ita first efficient impulse from
the arrival of the Massachusetts Company, besring their charter, in
June, 1630 3 and in aoy attewnpt to trace & conuection between liberal
education on the other side of the water and the progrese of New Eng-
land, this dats must mark the real beginning.

For, though half a dozen university men (Brewsicr, Blaxston,
Higginaon, Skelton, R. Smith, and Bright) had resched New Eng-
land befors 1680, not one of them contimoed within the limits of
the Massachusetta Colony long enough to bear a hrod in, or even
to witness, the beginning there of the new era, in connection with
the establishment of the public school, the printing-press, and the
college, during the fruitful pericd from 1686 o 1647, But before
thiz period had expired, the number of university men who had immi-
grated to New England had mounted up te at losst ainety ; there may
perhaps have been half a dozen more, at present not identified ; —
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enongh, it is probable, with the few who eame in the next generation,
to make a total of & handred names,

Of this body almost three-fourths were from the University of Cam-
bridge, — known aa a special stronghold of Pucitanism from the mid-
dle of the sixtecnth century onward. At Cambridge had been educated
the Protestant sectariee whe had led the revolt against the notion of
a nativoal ¢hurch, — Rohort Browne, Henry Barrowe, John Green-
wood, John Penry, Francls Johnson, Richard Clifton, John Rohinson ;
all in fact of the move noted Separatists who had s university trainiog,
axcept Henry Jacob,  And when we recall that the same Afma Mater
nurtared such other strong men of the Puritan party as Burtow, Cart-
wright, Whitaker, and Amea, 8ibbes, Preston, Davenant, Lightfoot,
John and Thomas Goodwin, Crowmwell, Fairfax, and Milton, we get
soma idea of tho historical envivenment which helped to mould the
educated leaders of New FEngland.

In the archives of the university the matriculation registers
which received at the opening of esch month the recard of those who
had entered st any of the separate colleges during the month pre-
ceding, are still extant (with the exception of am unfurtanate gap
from Jane, 1584, to June, 1602, and of ready aotens, in the Registrary’s
offics, in the P’itt Prese Builbivg, with the accompanying list of de-
greea granted ak the ending of the academic course. The matrinuia-
tion book contaius merely the nemes of the students, roughly classified
by rank, end the colleges which they have entered; the admission
tooks of tho pactiealsr colleges acc&sionallly supplying additional itema
of informatiun, such ag agn and parenty’ names, with varying deprees
of fulness. .

The statnte interval between matriculation and graduation was four
years of three terms each, though, by a lax construction, it was com-
mon to reduce this period by ooe term, or even by more; aud, judging
from the known ages in the case of the New England inmigrauts, the
averape seventsenth-cantury se, st admission, was not far from seven-
teen, and that at praduation abont twanty.

On these officinl lista the first name belonging to var history is that
of William Brewster, who was matriculated on the 84 of December,
1540, at the oldeat of the college foundations, St. Peter’s or Peter-
house, We had already the statement in Bradford’s * History of
Plymouth Plaatation ™ that Elder Brewster “speat some small time
at Cambridge,” and, as was rightly ioferred, without graduating;
but hitherto the firsk known date in hie life has been the reference
(aleo in Bradford) to his preseuce with Secretary Davison, when the
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crutionary towns in the Low Countries were given up to Fogland in
1585,

After Eldar Brewster, no New England pame appears until that of
John Phillips, of Catharine 1llall, who gradosted in 1596, and was
a temporary resident in Massachugetts from 1638 to 1641. By the
time of his graduation, at least three others of eur future immigrants
(Robart Peck, Ralph Partridge, and Nathaniel Ward) wers domiciled
in Gamhridgc; and for the noxt forly years there was never g salier
number — somatimes upwand of twanty — in residence together. The
roll, fullest about 1620, closes with Nathaniel Norcroas, also of Cath-
arine Hall, who graduated in 1647, and #as in SBalem a year or two
lator.

About seventy New Knglanders are thas traced to Cambridgs
Oniversity ; and more than twenty of them weve conoected with
Emanuel College, natorious almost from its foundation, in 1584, s a
Puritan secd-plat, Though outstripped in nambers by ‘Trinity aod St
dJohn's (which were theo, as now, the largest of the colleges in the
upiversity), Emaunel stood easily in the next rnk, as to size, and
equal to any in schelarabip ; nor were the least brilliant nawmes in jts
tezching body duriog this periol those of Juho Cotton und Thomas
Hooker.

Next, but far below this, in popularity with the New England fathers,
were Trinity, where eight or nine of them are enrolled {including in
thit number the illustricus name of Jobn Winthrop, the elder, who
was & student here from Decowber, 1602, Ll aome time in 16¢4),% and
Magdalen and St. John's, pach with seven. Sidney Sugaex, sometimes
classed with Emanuel ae 8 specisl nursery of Puritans, chiefly because
it was Oliver Cromwell’s colluge, has but thres of our rames ov its
lizts, of whom only the Massachusette agitator, John Wheslwrights
waz a contemporary of tha Protector. The other greatest nume of
Cambridge in the Puritan period is that of John Miltop, resident in
Christ’s College from 1625 to 1632, None of the transatlantic
heroes seem to have been jomstes of Chrint’s 4t the same tima with
her greatest zon; but undergraduste fellowship easily overteapa col-
lege boundaries ; &nd it is plensant to recall that Thomas Shepard and
Jobhn Nortun, Roger Williams and Abraham Pierson, Joha Harvard
and Henry Dunster, wers a part of the busy throug that paced the
pame streets and drank of the ssme influences, side by side with John

# Bea * Life and Latters of John Winthrop,” vol. L. pp. b4-58.
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Milton and Jeremy Taylor. In like maoner, it may help to All out
onr conception of the gentle Elder Brewster to remember that he was
an undergraduate at Peterhonse with John Penry, the Puoritan martyr.
Bo Peter Bulkley, the pastor of Concord, may, as Fellow of St. John's,
have shared in the training of the great Earl of Strafford; and the
pure fame of President Chasncey may pain an added light as we
picture him in daily Joterconrse, year in and year out, with the saintly
George Herbert, while both of them were Fellowe of Trinity.

-Passing now to (zford, the guestion iz a nataral owe, why we find
but about one-thied as many New England namee as at Cambridge.
Tha asrgument from locality will not cxplain ac great s difference,
though doubtless the eastern counties farnished the larger number of
the Cambridge wen on our list, as they farnished, in general, & greater
proportion of the total emigration then sny other section. As to this
Irst, the best available data make the metropoliz naturally the largest
feeder to New England, cod Eent, in the extreme south-esst, probably
the next largeat ; after which, with a distribution of numbers fairly
propertioned to their several areas, come closely the group of atrietly
esstorn coonties, Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex ; but Wiltshire, Daven-
ehire, Somerset, Hante, Doreel, and Suarray, in the sonth, Hertfordshire
and Buckinghamahira, in the southern milland, and Labeachire, in
the north-west, fall not far below the previous group in the quota
eontributed to the peopling of New England.

Tt we lovk further for ressone why Oxford drew to itself so inuch
less of the element we sre sceking than did Cambridge, I venture to
suggest that one fact should b remembered, that by far the most con-
spicuoue figure in the former anivessity from 1604 to 1621 was Wil-
liam Lapd, Fellow and afterean] President of St. John's College, and
that the influences typified by his name mads Oxford au unstirsctive
placa to men whoss patoral development led them in later years to
these Colonies,

It may well be significant that not a single student from St. John's
shared in the settling of New FEngland; significaut alse, perhaps,
that in the scant roll of tweuty-four Ouford men who came over, mmst
be counted no less than five (Norris, Davenport, Parkor, Mather,
Vane), who left the upiversity before compieting the formalities of
matriculation and subacription, — of whom were the two most notable
of all the number, John Davenport and Richard Mather, thongh
Davenport afterward retarned for a degree npon examination. There
was something incompatible between the spirit which fostered Laad and
the epirit which founded New England.

s f s

——
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For access fo a carefully verified and alphabetically arranged index
o the original matricalation and subscription registers at Oxford, I was
indebted & few months ago, while in Lendon, te the generons kindness
of Colonel Joseph L. Cheater, LL.D. The eutries are more full than
the corresponding records at Cambridge, contaiving za they de the
age of the matricalunt, and, to a great extent, the residence and rank
in life of the father. A conveniently arrsoged copy of the roll of
degrees conferred by Oxfond before the beginving of the printad cata-
logue (1669), can be consulted in the Bodleian Library, among tho
voluminous menuscript cotlections of Anthony Wood.

The New England names begin with the matriculation at Exster
Colleze, in 1595, of John Maverick, the son af a Davenahire clergy-
man, and himseli ona of the pastors of tha congregation which paused
for a while at our Dorchester, on ita way to Windsor in Counecticut ;
and the list is closed, in 1653, with the graduation of James Allen,
whose service as # minister of the First Chorch in Boston lasted into
the 1Bth century. Ovwer this stretch of neacly sixty years the few
who came to New England were scattered by t®os and threes, and for
brief periods, ai no tims being more than five at cnce, and with no
representatives, as there were at Camheidgs, among the body of in-
structors {gxcopt st the yery eml), to create & community of sentiment
and a ¢entral bond.

T ahiould add that of conrse thess origioal sources at both universities
bave been before examined by other inquirers, — as, for instance, by
Mr. Savage, —and that it cannot be expected that many discoveries
remain ; but the following New England names have not, I believe,
before been identified with either uoiversity. Thus, I find of Mas-
sachusetts pastors, educated wholly or in part at Oxford: Joseph
Avery, Stephen Buchilar, Richard Bliuman, fleory Gresn, Joseph
Hull, Juhn Maverick, and Edwsrd Norris, — with Jdohn Warham and
Nicholas Street of Connectiont. 8o the Cambridge Lat is increnzed by
the names of three Plymonth mindsters, Christopher Blackwood, Wil-
ham Leverich, and Ralph Partridge: and of four in BMumsachusetss,
Edmund Brown, George Hurdett, Rebert Fordhaw, and Thomas
‘Waterhouse ; as also by George Fenwick, the founder of Saybrook,
who was matricnlated at Queen’s in 1619, aod Ephraim Muet, Mr.
Warham’s colleague at Windsor. OGn the other hand, it may he
nseerted with aome confidence, that a few who have been creditod
by tradition with oniversity training were really pever matriculated ;
in which liyt must be placed John Lotheop of Seituate, Charles
Morton of Charlestown, Jamea Noyes and John Woodbridge of
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Newhbury, Herbert Pelham of Cambridge, and Thomas Peters of
Saybrook.

In addition to the Oxford and Camhridge men incloded in these
summaries, there were here and there among the Hrst comers a fow
who. bad studied at other universities, the most notahle, perhaps, being
the vounger Winthrop, from Dublin, apd Nathaniel Ealon, the first
head of Harvard College, {rom Francker, in Holland.

We commonly reckon the sgprogate of the New England immigra-
tion dowe to 1644 at somewhut over 20,000 peraona, or 4,000 families,
oi whom thus only one person in evety group of forty families proves
to have been of university antecedents. The resunlt implied by such a
statement in flgures may not seem greatty significant, but, in fact, the
charactar of the element thus singled oot chiefly determined the char-
acter of the eivilization sutablishad. )

Turping to trace this emigration more in detsil, we begin with the
Mayfower company.

Elder Brawster, with his yaar or two of unoompieted . study st Cam-
bridge, was, so far as appears, the only man of university training
in the Colony fromn the landig in 1620 dll the arrival of the first set-
tled minister, Ralph Swmith, in 1629 ; nor was it Lill cight yeara later
that there was any marked sod parmanent addition to this number.

The dearth of inteilectaal impules in Plymouth Colony is suffi-
viently ehown by the well-Enown fact that it was fifty years from the
landing before the first poblie achool wae established. - And it ia
vgually evident that the lack of schools (owing, of courss, largely to
the poverty of tho poopls) quenched the desire for higher education.
In the volume which Mr. Sibloy has published, of biographies of the
earlivst groduaies of Llarvard Collope, coming down to 16858, only one
natvs and two rezsidents of Plymouth Colony are included. The pa-
tive {Isase Allerton, of the clrss of 16507 canght the collepe fever at
Wew Haven, whoro his father, after long wanderings from  Plymouth,
had fiaglly settled, and the two Channeey boya (geaduates of 1631),
horn in Bngland, can only be eslled eecusional residents of Seatuate,
from whose uocongenial soil they aud their father cacaped as soon a8
possible. In the esme length of time, voe only of the ninety-eight
graduates of Harvard had settled within the Plymouth boundsries, —
Thomas Crosby, of the clasa of 16833, who was preaching without
formgl ordination to the chureh in Eastham. At the same date, the
summer of 1658, besides this solitary witness for Harvard, stationed
on the further side of Cape Cod Bay, the ouly English university men
feft in the Colony, of some dozen and & half who had found a longer
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