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PREFACE

It iz my first duty, as well a5 my createst pleasure, to ex-
plain that this monograph was prepared in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts at the
State University of lawa. My major work in this University
wazs in Political Science under the direction of Professar
Benjamin I, Shambaugh. | was at the same time studying
Sociology and Political Ecenomy under Professor lsaac A,
Loos,

The preparation of this monograph was first of all sug-
gested by the absence in foreign libraries of a literature deal-
ing with the Politics - especially the polincal ideas—aof modern
Japan.  The cconomic phenomena of modern Japan have
been much written about in foreign languages.! but the
domain of political thought has been left singularly untouched.
Dr. Iyenaga’s Constitutronad Pecelopment of fapan, and Mr.
H. Furuya's Svsfcm Deprdsemtatsf an fupor (Druxelles, 180g)
are, 50 far as Tam aware, the only works of the kind published
in English and French respectively.  Admirahle as are these
waorks, these authors do not discuss the development of polid-
cal ideas which wrought our marvelous changes in modern
Japan.  That such an important and interesting subject as
the political ideas of a nation, which is now steadily coming
ta the front in the arenaof the international rivaley, has been
irnored, is a matier of profound regret. The maodest am-
bition of the author of this monograph is to break the yround
with the hope of directing attention to o hitherte uncaltivated
field.

PO the many works presentiog the ceonomic phases of Japan the foliow-
ing are worlhy of specinl reference: 1. Fokwia, &% Geselsefafifiohe wad
Wirischaftfiche Fofivreklung v Jopas: Y0 Ooe, faifesleial Trausifion or
g, du the Toblication of the Anericon Feommpic Associntion, Vel v
T. Soyeda, A Sfistory of Sawlinr fo fepes, o A THgteey of anking in all
the Leading Nations; 5. Tuoako, Goschiodifiche Hetvachlingen wber den
Geestipen Vevkoky fopans mif dem Ansfonde: V. Kinoshita, $he Frad and
Fresend of fapanese Commteroe.



vi Preface

The present teeatise is not primarily descriptive. It is argu-
mentative and critical.  Neither has it been attempted herein
to realize that finality and exhanstiveness which is the product
of the detailed knowledge of the expert, The virtue expected
from such an essay as the one here presented will be rather
freshness of conviction than ripeness of thought,

My political convictions which are presented in this mono-
graph may not please all classes, Nevertheless, I shall never
cease o claim to be an ardent lover of my country from
which [ will never divorce myself.

It has been complained by some who have read my manu-
seript that this essay has too many excursions into the domain
of Rousseauism and modern Buropean palitical theory gen-
erally, Yet I have held to its original plan because its principal
purpose is to show in what manner western political ideas have
developed in Japan, what ideas have been accepted, modified,
discarded, or misunderstood, and whethee these ideas have
had a wholesome or unwholesome growth.  To comply with
this object 1 have felt it necessary to enter inte a semewhat
detailed discussion of the political principles of the modern
thinkers of the West whose ideas inspired the pioneers of
freedom in Japan, I have not dealt io detail with the political
ideas and institutions of old Japan, inasmuch as the subject
requires an exhaustive consideration if one wishes to be in-
telligible.

DMany references in Japanese and Chinese which have been
consulted have not been mentioned either in the bibliography
or in the footnotes, since such references would not be under-
stood by many American renders.  The Transoctions of the
Asiatic Seeiedy of fapan came to my notice after the earlier
chapters of this volume had gone to press. Ilad I seen these
viluable publications earlier, I should have referred to them
in some of the earlier chapters as I bave done in later ones.
Mr. |. Miloe’s Nodes on the KNove-pok-gure or Pit-Davellers
of Vezo and Kurile fshends (Transactions of the Asiatic So-
ciety, Vol. XX, for instance. should have been referred to
in my discussion on the Pigmies.



Prrepure Vil

I wish to express my special indebtedness to Professor
Benjainin F. Shambaugh, who has, in the midst of his arduous
duties read the whole of my maneseript, siving many valuahle
criticisms and sugoestions. Ackaowledpments are likewise
due 1o Professor lsane AL Loos. 1 have also o weknowledge
my particular obligation to Dv, W. I Gritlis, of Ithaca, New
York, for candid eriticisms; to Mr. L Yamagata, English
editor of the Mwn-Che, o Tokyo daily, for furnishing me
with materials which could have been secured onlyv in my
native country: amd o Dreo Paunl Carus, edivor of Zde Opea
fluweert. Tor valuable information concerning Buddhism.  Ac-
knowledgment is also due 1o my friend Mr, L. L AMitchell
who assisted me in correcting clerical mistnkes, and w0 e
futeraetivnn! Socdalisd Weoicze for permission 1o reproduce
from the said magazine a considerable porton of my article
entitled Nocielion dn fapen. T oam also indebted to Do T
Ivenaga for many valuable sugoestions,  While ackoowledg-
ing all these auxiliaries with deepest gratitude, [ am the only
sponsor for deficiencies and defects of some of which | am
quite conscious.

Trusting that an indulgent public will pardon those short-
comings which are fnevitable for one who writes ina bor-
rowed language, Jsubmit this volume which contiing, perhaps,
some bold hypotheses and arguments, with the hope that whal
| have done so imperfectdy will at least have the eifect of in-
ducing others to make a further study of what has been of
f_fl'l_‘fﬂ mleresl Lo me,

Boarn Bovoson s aiasn

Fhe State CUniversity af foma
fowa CHy, roos
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