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PREFA CE.

FapLE was invented at a very early stage of the
world, and was adopted as a safe and instructive me-
dium through which superior knowledge and truths
could be so advoitly conveyed to nations and indi-
viduals as not to savour of reprimand or dictation.
It was chosen by wise men, as the form of reproof to
kings which might least risk their displeasure—of
advice and remonstrance to rebellious people, which
should not wound their pride, or rouse their ven-
seanec—of wisdom and morals to youth which as-
sumed not the steruness of coercion—and to children
a knowledge of right from wrong in so fascinating a
way as {0 be rather a means of amusement than a
scholastic lecture: tor these reasons the Philosopliers
of old so lnghly approved of fables that they recom-
mended them as the best mode of mculeating moral

philogophy in the schools.®

* Plato, although he banished the stories of Hesiod and Homer
from his commonwealth, advised the use of moral fables. Philos-
tratus says *¢ the fables of /sop are more proper than any other to

ispire us with wisdom ;" and Quintilian recommends them for the

seliools,
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It is probable that Fable originated in Egypt, the
land of hieroglyphics, thence domiciliated itself with
the Israelites, whose figurative language it snited,
and finally travelled westward by the way of Greece
and Rome to us-—-always esteemed by the learned and
comprehended by the illiterate. It was adopted and
imitated by each nation as it advanced in civilization,
and oftentimes with much success,

The first Fable we have on record 1s that of © The
Trees aud the Bramble,” spoken by Jotham from
mount Gerizim to the assembled men of Shechen,
on thewr raising Abunclech to sovereign power,
Judges 1x. 8 ; the next that occurs was addressed by
Nathan with greal suecess to David, concling under
the adwirable allegory of “ The Fwe Lamb” the
most cutting reproof to the king fur having wickedly
abducted Uriah's wile, 2 Sam. xi, 3 ; then follows
“The Cedar and Thistle,” communicated by Joash,
king of Tsrael, to Amaziah of Judah, 2 Chron, xxv. 18;
then “The bad Shepherds and the sheep,” Ezek. xxxiv.
2 and finally, in the Apoerypha, we meet with rve-
ference made o the “ Two PPots™* as a known Fable ;
whether originating with the Hebrews or the Greeks
may be matter tor eurious research.

HMoly Writ indeed teems with allegorical amd
figurative writings (even to riddle, Judges xiv. 14);
and so highly did the Jews appreciate this branch of

litevature that, after its being used by princes, seers,

* Feclesinsticus xiii. 2,



