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PREFACE

In preparing the “History of the Yankee Division,”
the author is indebted to Major-General Clarence R.
Edwards, General John J. Pershing, Secrctary of War
Newton 1). Baker and Brigadier-General Harvry C. Hale
for tributes to the Twenty-sixth Division, which appear
as lorewords,

Thanks are also due for personal assistance rendered
in the compilation of the work by Major-General
Edwards, Brigadier-General Charles H. Cole, Licutenant-
Colonel Andrew L. Pendlelon, Brigadier-General George
H. Shelton, Major Jolin W. Tlyall, Licutenant-Colonel
James L. Howard, Lieulenant-Colonel Hamilton B. Hor-
sey, and other members ol the Division, both officers and
enlisted men, together with Berl Ford, Boston’s own war
correspondent; and also to The New England Publishing
Company for the permission to reprint the work which
appeared serially in the Boston Sunday Advertiser and
American and the Boston American,

It is hoped that readers of this book, especially those
associaled with the famous Yankee Division, will aceept
it in the spirit in which it is offered, — as a tribute to
the men of the Division and to its great leader, Clarence
Ransome Edwards,
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GENERAL PERSHING'S TRIBUTE TO THE
YANKEE DIVISION

Ausricas ExramTioNany Forces,
Orrice oF TR ConsaspeEr-iN-Coime, Mareh- 21, 10190,
Major-General Iarry C. Hale, Commanding ?‘mniy-&i:l!: Dvivigion,
American Erpeditionary Forces, Ecommoy,

My Dear Generan Have: — It gives me a great
deal of pleasure lo congratulate you, and through you
all the officers and men of the Twenty-sixth Division,
on their splendid appearanee at the inspecltion and review
which was held near Ecommoy on February 19, The
spirit and soldierly bearing of all ranks pleased me very
much, and was what one would have expecled of a division
with such a long and excellent record in France.

Arriving in the autumn of 1917, the division went
through the prescribed eourse of instruction until early
in 1918, when, brigaded with the French, it entered the
line for a month and a hall’s further teaining north of
Soissons, in the Chemin des Dames sector. Tt was with-
drawn for rest when the German offensive of March
21 necessilated its immediate return to the line in the
La Reine and Boueq sectors, north of Toul. Here it
had two important engagements, — one in the Apremont
Forest, where it repulsed with loss a heavy German raid,
and at Seicheprey, where casualties on both sides amounted
to approximately 2,000 men.

On July 18 the division was thrown into the battle
between the Aisne and the Marne, advancing in seven
days more than 17 kilometers against determined enemy
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