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PREFACE

The mesting of the first Peace Conference at The
Hague, on the 18th of May, 1880, marked the opening
of a new era in hmwan histovy. [n the world's great
peace movement it was an event of such eardinal sig-
nificanee that the peace workers in all nations have
come by eomumon consent to wake the anniversary their
chief day for the annnal celelwation and public presen-
tation of their eause. The fist Hague Conference wes
m germ the true Pwlinent of Man. The dream of the
prophets and the song of the posts here fownrd their fivst
partial realization in plain prose. Only twenty-six of
the fifty-nine governmenis claiming independent sover-
eignty in 1839 were represented at the Conference ; buat
so profound was the influence of the Conference, and
a0 clearly wns it recognized that it Tepresented the
world's vitulity and commanded ite foture, that at the
seeond Conference, in 1907, forty-four governments sent
delegates, representing practically the whole world, The
second Conference made definite provision in its final

* act for the meeting of a third Conference after sulstan-
JHally the same interval ns that between the first and
second Confarences: and this mesns o fourth and a
fifth -—it means that the Couferences will be regular;
and that in the lifetime of men now upon the stage the
International Congress, composed of the official repre-
sentatives of all nations, will assemble at stated times
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to confer upon the mutual interssts of the nations, as
the Congress of the United States meets regularly to
confer upon the mutnal interests of the states in the
Union, This iz what was involved in the memorable
meeting of the First Hague Conference in 1808,

To the history of this unigue event the journal of
Andrew D. White, which, by the kind consent of The
Century Company, 13 reprinted in the present volume
from his Antobiegraphy, bears a unigque relation. Mr.
White was the head of our American delegation ; and
hia careful journal, covering the whole period of the
Conference, is the only similar record which bhas been
published by any of the participants. Tt thus has a
value a5 en origingl historical document not unlike in
gome respects that of Madison's jeurnal in relation to
onr Constitutional Convention of 1787 ; and it has the
additional value and charm of communicating the im-
pression of the general social atmosphere and environ-
ment of the Conference. It will thus have a high and
sbiding interest in international history, and its publi-
eation in the present form will certainly find a wids and
warm welcome.

Mr. White's own distingnished services at the First
Hague Conference are so well known as to require no
notice here, Hia part in the effort for the establishment
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, the greatesi
achievement of the Conference, was preéminent, second
only to shat of Sir Julian Pauncefote ; he made the most
important speech in the Conference in behalf of the im-
munity of private property from caplure in maritime
warfare; and he stood stanchly and influentially for
every great constrnetive measure of the Conference. He
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worked no less earnestly in behalf of the measures aim-
ing to mitigate the inhamanities of war. The United
States has besn reproached by bumane international
men for its opposition in the Hague Conferences to
the prohibition of asphyxiating bomba in war, an oppo-
gition in which at the Second Hague Conference it stood
alone. It musi not be forgosten -that the action of the
United States delegetion at the first Conference was
against the protest of Mr. White, the leader of the
delegation. In no wey, perhaps, did Mr. White render
" a greater service at The ITague than in the part he took
in securing the adherence of Germany o the plen for
the Permanent Court of Arlitration; and the pages of
his journal devoted to this matter, including the full
text of his letter to Baron von Blilow, will always
possess a peeullar interest.

The bistory of the First Peace Confersnce at The
Hague has been writter by Frederick W. Hollg, the
secretary of the American delegution. This work was
published in 19040, the year following the Conference,
Soon afier the second Conference Dr, James Brown
Bcott, technieal delegate of the United States o the
second Conference and therefore standing in a similar
relation to the Ameriean delegation at that Conference
to that in which Mr. Holls stood to the American delega-
Lion at the first Conference, published Lis exbaustive and
valuable work, " The Hague Peace Conferences of 1899
and 1907." The American wldresses at the Second
Hague Conterence have Leen gathered into a special
volume by Dr Beott, with prefatory surveys of the

~work of the second Conference by himself and Ly Hon.
doseph H. Choate anil General Horace Torter of the
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American delegation at the second Conference. There
ig also an admirable volume upon “ The Two Hague
Conferences” by Professor William 1. Hull, who was
present at The Hague in & journalistic capacity during
the iime of the second Confersnce in 1907, and whose
book appeared the following year. In all of these vol-
umes will be found the record of Mr. White's part
in the first Conference, with reports especially of his
address upon the exemption of private property from
capture at sea in time of war, {he report in Mr. Holls's
history being complete. Mr, Ilolls also gives the full
text of the address by Mr. White in honor of Huogo
Grotius, in the Great Chureh of Delfe, on July 4, 1898,
when, in the presence of all the members of the Peace
Conference, tie Dateh (Government and the diplomatic
corps accredited to The Hague, and other distinguished
visitors, he laid upon the tomb of Grotius a silver
wreath in behall of the government and people of the
United States.

There are of course various valuable European works
upon the Hagne Conferences, but reference is made
here wimply to the American works which are easily
available, and which together furnish our people with
& complete record of the groat work in which Mr. White
was o conspieuous a figure. But emong all the works
relating to the first Conference, 1o other can ever possess
the peculiar intorest or make the strong personal appeal
of Mr. White’s journal, the careful prepuration of which
during the very cowrse of the Conterence was one of the
most fortunate incidents of modern international history.

E. D. M.
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I

N the 24th of Angust, 1898, the Russian Government
proposed, inn the name of the Emperor Nicholas 11,
a conference which should seek to arrest the constantly
increasing development of armtaments and thus contribute
to a durable peace; and on the 11ib of Jannary, 1894,
his minister of foreign affaivs, Ciount Muoravieff, having
received favoralle answers to thix proposal, sent forth a
cireular indicating the Russian view as to subjects of dis-
cussion. As to the place of meethyyr, there were obvivus
reasons why it should pot be the capital of one of the
greater powers. As to Switzerlawd, the number of an-
archists and nihilists who had teken refuge there, and
the murder of the Empress of Austria by one of them
shortly before, at Geneva, in heoad dayliglt, had thrown
discredit over the ability of the Swiss Government to
guarantee safety to the emrference ; the Russian Govern-
ment therefore proposed that its sessions be held at The
Hague, and, this Lelngr agresd to, the opening was fixed
for the 18th of May.

From the first there was p misunderstanding throngh-
oul the world as to what the Emperor Nicholas really
proposed. Far and near it was taken for grantéd that be
desired a general disamament, and this legend spremd

1
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rapidly. As s matter of fact, this was neither his pro-
posal nor his purpose ; the measures he suggested being
designed " to put an end to the constantly inereasing
development of wrmaments.”

At the outset 1 was skeptical as to the whole matter.
What I had seen of the Emperor Nicholas during my
stay in Russia had net encouraged me to expect that he
would have the breadth of view or the strength of pur-
pose to carry out the vast reforms which thinking men
hoped for. I recalled our conversation at my reception
as minister, when, to my amazement, he showed himself
entirely ignorant of the starving condition of the peas-
antry thronghout largae districts in the very heart of the
empire. That he was a kindly man, wishing v a languid
way the good of his country, eould not be deobted ; but
the indiffercnee to everything about him evident in all his
actions, lis lack of force even in the simplest efforta for
the improvement of his people, and, above all, his yield-
ing to the worst elements in his treatment of the Baltic
provinces and Finland, did rot encourage me to believe
that he would lead a movemenl sgainst Lhe enormous
power of the milftary party in his vast empire. On this
secount, when the A merican newspupers prophesied that 1
was to be one of the delegates, my feelings were strongly
againsl accepting any such post. But in due time the
tender of il came in & way very different from anyihing I
had anticipated : President MoKinlgy cabled 4 personal
request that T accept a position on the delegation, and
private letters from very dear friends, in whose good
judgment I had confldence, gave excellent reasons for
my doing so. At the same time came the names of my
colleagues, and this led me to feel that the delegation
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was to be placed on a higher plane than 1 had expected.
In the order named by the President. they were as
follows: Andrew D. White; Seth Low, President of
Columbia Tniversity ; Stanford Newel, Minister at The
Hague; Captain Mahan. of the United States navy;
Captain Crozier, of the army; and the Hon. Frederick
W. Holls as seeretary. In view of all this, T aceepred.

Soon came evidences of an interest in the confer-
ence more carnest and widespread than anything I had
dreamed. Books. documents, letters, wise and unwise,
thonghtful awl erankish, shrewd and childish, poured in
upon me; in all clusses of aociety there seemed ferment-
ing a mixture of hope and doubt; even the German
Emperor apparently felr it. for shortly there came an
invitation o the palace, and ou my arrival T found that
the suhject uppermest in his miwl was the approaching
conference. Of our conversation. as well as of zome other
interviews at this period. I speak elsewhere?

{m the 16th of May I left Berlin, and arrived late in
the evening at The Hague. Az cvery day's doings were
entered in my diary. it seems best w give an account of
this part of my life in the shape of extracts from it

May 17, 1899.

This morning. 1 proing out of e hotel, the Oude
Doelen, I found that sivee my furmer visit, thirty-five
years ago, there Lad Leen ditele apparent change. In is
the same bl town. quiet. pictwresgue, foll of histori-
cal monuments wwi wt weasures.  This botel anid the
peighboring streets had been decorated with the flags
of various nations. including onr own, and crowds were

! Sew June 120 ppe S 3y, Lelow,



