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PREFACE.

In preparing the following pages, the chicf object
of the Author has been to give all the information
necessary to draw Abstracta of Title in as small
& COmMpase ax possible, and therefore, hae only
given a few precedents, as & farther explanation
of what i3 laid down in the commencement of the
work, amd as neither time or labour has becn
spared to make it answer the purpeses for which
it was written, he trusts it willmeet with as ready
a sale a8 his former production,

THE AUTHOR.
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DIRECTIONS

FOR DRAVING

ABSTIRACTS OF TITLI,

What an Abstract i3] An abstract of title is
defined by Mr. Stewart to be © a statement of the
documents and cvidence relating to certain parti-
cular premises, in which all that is necessary to
enahle counse) to judge upon the validity of the
title iz given ot length, and all that is immaterial
iz reirenched.” 3 Btewart’s Conv. k.

The mistaken notion prevalent amongsi some
prafessional men as to a 60 years title]] 1 shall
first point out the mistaken notion prevalent
amongst professional gentlemen, who have not
E“"-"P"."}Ir" considered the subject, that in conse-
guence of the new Statute of Limitations a pur-
chaser will not be warranted in requiring the

_abstract of title to go so far back as under the old

system, their idea being that the present length of
B
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abstract is with reference to the limitation of 60
years, which is quite a mistake. It is with re-
. ference o the duration of fiwman Hfe: therefore
an abstract should commence with an instrument
.of not Tess than 60 years' dntc, in order to cover
the probable length of a man’s life; because, for
instance, & man mAy marty a woman seised of a
frechold estate; and after issne born, the woman
may dic; whercupon the husband will be entitled
to bold the estate for his Jife as tenant by the
curtesy.* The bnsband, at the time of his wife's
death, may be only twenty years of age, and may
live fifty years or more; upon his obtaining twenty-
- one, he may conyey the property to ancther for a
fee simple estate,® which' deed would form the
foundation of a title of forty or fifty years, and
bear all the appearance of a marketabla title. But
upon the death of the husband, the heir of the
wife would enter upon the estate, and oust even a
purchaser for a valuable consideration. ‘The ab-
stract ghould comnmence with a deed rather than a
will, as the fermer i@ better evidence of ownership
than the latter. A mortgage is the best decd to
commenee with, becanse it wounld be presumed a
morigagee would enquire info the earlier title;
and not advanee his movey upon an unmarketable
one,

£ Ag to what le & tenant by cnvtrey, dee the ©° Articled Clark's
Amslatapt,” p. 37, b S, B



