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PREFACI,

A worp or two, which is all that 1 have to say by
way of preface, will not refer so mueh to the hook as
to the form of the book. Were the materials of this
little volume te be disposed over again, 1 should eor-
tainly prefer to follow in their disposition that sim-
pler arcancement which Professor Scholeficld adopted
i his Hints for an Improved Transfofion of the New
Testament, He haz there followed thronghout the
order ol the books of Seriptore ; and, as these passed
in sneeession under his review, he has made such ob-
sopvations as scemed Lo him desirable, without at-
tempting any more ambitious arrangement.  After 1
had advancesd so far as to make it almost impossible
to recede, I found eontinual reasen to regret that 1
had chosen any other plan. 1 am not, indeed, with-
out the strongest convietion that o bouok, well and

lappity arcanged on the scheme of rather bringiog
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subjects to a point, and considering together matters
which have & certnin unity in themselves, both onght
to be, and would bey, more interesting and instroetive
than one in which the same materials were disposed
in snch a mercly fortuitous sequence. But this ar-
rangement is very diffieull to attain, T can not charge
mysell with having spared either thought or pains in
striving after it; but am painfully conscions how Jittle
has been my suecess, and how unsatisfaclory the re-
sult. Some things, indeed, already, as thy escape
the confusion of MS,, and asswwe the painful clear-
nesz ol print, I see might be in fitter place than they
are; but mueh refuses still io group itsclf in any sat-
islying combination. ‘Ihis acknowledoment is not
made with the desire to asticipate and avert the cen-
sure which this fault in the composition of the haok,
to speak neihing of other more scrions faults, way
deserve ; bul only o surgesl that a better and happier
distribution, thongh doubtless possible, was yet not
s0 ¢asy and obvious as one who had never made the
endeavor to attain it might perhaps toke for granted.

WesTsixsTen, June 24, 1838,
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