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Food-bye, my Book., To otler cyes,
With equal mind, I now address you,

&inee in Dame Fortune's lap it les
Either to ban you or {o bicss you.

You have been long a ® care not light” :
If those for whom you were inlended
Refuse lo read your page aright,
You must not therefore feel offended.

Thia ia a Geome we play, my Book :
Somelimes one Scores, somelines one misres,
And though the lof for which wie ook
Be nrither bread-and-cheese nor kisses,

The poind 18 : Was your purpose pood 7
Your meaning ploin lo comprehension P
Have you suceessfully withstood
Al fedivm, fatile, spite, prefension 7

IMave you confrived no verbal figse

Ta hide your poverfy af matfer 7
Have you, unfusily, failed {0 praise,

Or have you, feebly, stooped (o flaiter 7

You won't be free from faull, 1 hnow.
None would believe me if I zaid it.
But still—you did your best, and so,
That should be ecounted fo your credil,
ﬂ.i Dl



HUW SAD IS5 LIFE WITHOUT A FRIEND !

From n copperplate by Wiktine fakee G ol LEF !
Seelzneecnen's © Lleaeenfe of Moeafing ", 1791



A
BOOKMAN’S BUDGET

COMPOSED AND COMPILED BY

AUSTIN DOBSON

HUMPHREY MILFORD
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
LONDON EDINEURGH GLASGOW XNEW YORK
TORONTO MELBOURNE CAPE TOWN BOMBAY

917



PRINTED BY FREDERICE HALL
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESH
OXFORD, ENOLAND



Collepa
Li_l:mr:r

TO
ARTHUR WAUGH
1890-1917

Time marks our doys with whife and bleck
In hiz Perennial Almoanack ;

But there 's one day I don'l forgel,

And thal s the day when firsl we mel.



PREFACE

DESPITE the pitfails of a Preface, a few words are
required to explain the origin and growth of this de-
sultory miscellany. During an enforced suspension of
plans and projects, I found it expedient to take up some
temporary occupation.  Casting aboul for the needful
initial supgestion, I happened on an old note-book
in which, for several years, it had been my practice
to jot dovon extracts from my reading which had either
appealed to me personally or had influenced my
wwriting. These I began to transcribe ; and speedily
Sfound them multiply under my pen.  Then, in guest
aof further material, I went on to forage among cerlain
forgotten causeries I had onee contributed to a now-
extingt periodical, adding, [from tine fo time, divers
stray copies of bookish versicles wol yet comprised in
any collection of my poems.  Presently an encouraging
friend suggested that I might * enliven my character’
by including a few original adversaria on things in
general, This I at once essayed to do; and thus
came gradually to inlersperse sundry detached pas-
sages from my printed prose—passages which, to
my over-heated imagination, appearved fo invite an
atfention they had not  hitherto  olfained. The
outerme of oy lebours is the present compilation.
Az will be apparent, i i3 mainly lerary, There



