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RosERT ALAN MOWBRAY STEVENSON.

Our frisndehip war mot enly founded bifore me wors
Born by a comemundly of Mood, but s in Uself mear
ar ofd ar wmy Hfe, It Bagon with ewr sarly ager,
amd, like & Mstery, Aar Been contimusd to Bhe prosent
Hwae, Alihosgh 2wz way nof ba old in the worid, we
ave old {o sach other, Aaving 10 lomg Deenm intimates.
Wi ave now widaly sepavaied, @ graat rea and condi-
sl bdervening ; dul mamory, ke care, mounis inle
iron thigs aad rider posi Bekinmd ihe Aorzeman.
Neither time ner space nor tnmily can comguer ofd
afection: and ar I dedieate these shofches, it v wof
tr you oxly, bul to oll im the pld coumivy, that [
send the grasting of my Aeart. TR
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The Second Cabin

I FIRST encountered my fellow-

passengers on the Broomielaw in
Glasgow. Thence we descended the
Clyde in no familiar spirit, but looking
askance on each other as on possible ene-
mies. A few Scandinavians, who had
already grown acquainted on the North
Sea, were friendly and voluble over their
long pipes; but among English speak-
ers distance and sospicion reigned
supreme. The sun was soon over-
clouded, the wind freshened and grew
sharp as we continued to descend the
widening estuary; and with the falling
temperature the gloom among the pas-
gengers increased. Two of the women
wept. Any one who had come aboard
might have supposed we were all
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2 THE AMATEUR EMIGRANT.

absconding from the law. There was
scarce a word interchanged, and no
common sentiment but that of cold
united os, until at length, having touched
at Greenock, a peinting arm and a rush
to the starboard now amnounced that
our ocean steamer was in sight.  There
she lay in mid-river, at the tail of the
Bank, her sea-signal flying: a wall of
bulwark, & street of white deck-henses,
an aspiring farest of spars, larger thana
church, and soon to be as populous as
many an incorperated town in the land
to which she was to bear us.

1 was net, in truth, a steerage passen-
ger. Although anxious ta see the worst
of emigrant life, I had some work to
finish on the vovage, and was advised
to go by the second cabin, where at least
1 should have a table at command.
The advice was excellent; but to under-
stand the choice, and what I gained,
some outline of the internal dispesition
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of the ship will first be necessary. In
her very nose is Steerage No. 1, down
~ twp pair of stairs. A little abaft, an-
other companion, labelled Steerage No.
2 and 3, gives admission to three galler-
ies, two running forward towards Steer-
age No. 1, and the third aft towards the
engines. Thestarboard forward gallery
is the second cabin. Away abaft the
engines and below the officers’ cabins,
to complete our survey of the vessel,
there is yet a third nest of steerages,
labelled 4 and 5. The second cabin, to
return, is thus a modified oasiz in the
very heart of the steerages. Through
the thin partition you can hear the steer-
age passengers being sick, the rattle of
tin dishes as they sit at meals, the varied
accents in which they converse, the cry-
ing of their children terrified by this
new experience, or the clean flat smack
of the parental hand in chastisement.
There are, however, many advantages
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for the inhabitant of this strip. He
does not require to bring his own bed-
ding or dishes, but finds berths and a
table completely if somewhat roughly
furnished. He enjoys a distinct supe-
riority in diet; but this, strange to say,
differs not only on different ships, but
on the same ship according as her head
is to the east or west. In my own exper-
ience, the principal difference between
our table and that of the true steerage
passenger was the table itself, and
the crockery plates from which we ate.
But lest I should show myself ungrate-
ful, let me recapitulate every advantage.
At breakfast, we had a choice between
tea and coffee for beverage; a choice
not easy to make, the two were so sur-
prisingly alike. I found that I could
sleep after the coffee and lay awake after
the tea, which is proof conclusive of
some chemical disparity; and even by
the palate I could distinguish a smack



