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INTRODUCTION.

HE ancient city of Chester, celebrated for its early

religious dramas, known by the mame of Mysteries,
was also, a8 we see from the presemt work, not without
its later Pageant or Triumph; and while the one may be
considered as the true source and origin of our national
drama, the other is also deserving of our atiention as con-
nected with the courtly movements of our different sove-
reigns, and the political history of our country. They are
both highly characteristic of the manners, the customs, and
habits of the times, and also of the literary tastes and skill
of our ancestors. It is with this view, and as being
connected with the capital of one of the two counties
whose historical and literary remains the CrerEAM SociETY
professes to illustrate, that the present extremely rare pub-
lication is reprinted, rather than from any literary or
poetical merit that it possesses.



