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TN THE HONOURARLE AND RIGHT REVEREND P

SHUTE BARRINGTON, LL. D.

LORD BISHOP OF DURHANM.

My Lorp g

Tue following Work was undertaken at your Lordship’s rec-
ommendation, and, amongst other motives, for the purpose of ma-
king the most acceptable return that I could, for a great and
unportant benefit conferred upon me.

It may be unnecessary, yet not perhaps quite impertinent, to
state to your Lordship, and to the reader, the several mduce-
ments that have led me once more to the press.  The favonr of
my first and ever-honoured Patron hiad put me iu possession of so
liberal a provision in the Chureh, as abundantly to satisfy my
wants, and much to exceed my pretensions.  Your Lordship’s
munificence, in conjunction with that of some other excellent
Prelates, who regarded my serviees with the partiality with
which vour Lordship was pleased to consider them, hath since
pluced me in ecelesiastical situations, more than adequate to
every object of reasonable ambition. In the mean time, a
weak, and, of late, a painful state of health, deprived e of the
power of discharging the duties of my station, in a manner at all
suitable, either to my sense of those duties, or to my most anx-
tous wishes concerning them. Dy inability for the publie fune-
tions of my profession, amongst other conzequences, left me much
at leisure.  That leisure was not to be lost. Tt was only in my
study that I could repair my deficiencies i the chureh. It was
only through the press that I could speak. These cireumstan-
ces entitled your Lordship in particular to call upon me for the
only speeies of exertion of which I was capable, and disposed
me without hesitation to obey the call in the best manner that T
could. Inthe choice of a subject, | had no place left for doubt :



v DEDICATION.

in saying which, I do not so much refer, either to the supreme
importahc‘f*.nf' the suhject, or to any scepticism concerning it with
whicl-the present times are charged, as T do to its connexion
with the subjects treated of in my former publicationz.  The
following disenssion alone was wanted to make up my works in-
to a system @ in which works, such as they are, the public have
now before them, the evidences of natural religion, the eviden-
ces of revealed religion, and an aceount of the duties that resualt
from both. 1t is of small importance, that they have been writ-
ten in an order, the very reverse of that in which Ihrz}' nghl Lo
be read. T commend therefore the present volume to your
Lordship’s protection, not only as, in all probability, my last la-
hour, but as the completion of a regular and comprehensive
design.

Hitherto, my Lord, T have heen speaking of myself and not
of my Patron.  Your Lordship wants not the testimony of a
dedication ; nor any testimony from me @ T eonsult therefore the
im]ml.-‘«.- of my own mind alone when 1 declare, that in o re-
spect has my interconrse with vour Lordship been more grati-
fying to me, than in the opportunitics, which it has afforded me,
of observing vour carnest, active, aud unwearied solicitude, for
the advancement ot substantial Christianity ; a solicitnde, nev-
ertheless, accompamed with that eandonr of nmind, which suffers
no subordinate differences of apinion, when there is a comei-
dence in the main intention and object, to produce any aliena-
tion of esteem, or diminution of tvour. Boas fortunate for a

conntry, and honourable to its government, when qualitics and

dispositions hke these are placed m ngh and influencing sta-
tions,  Such is the sincere judgment which T have formed of
your Lordship’s character, and o' itz public valne : my person-
al obligations T can never forget. Under a due sense of both
these considerations, Uhey leave to subiseribe myself, with great
respect and gratitude,
'\]‘n I.UHH,
Your Lordship’s faithiul
And mosi devoted servant,

['-inhnj- “'!':l_mmllll;, ) l“-l LLI)LBI PA]JE.Y—,

uly, 1afe, \
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NATURAL THEOLOGY;

EVIDENCE= OF THE EXISTENCE AND ATTRIBUTES

THE DEITY.

CHAPTER L
STATE OF THE ARGUMENT.

In crossing o heath, suppose 1 pitched my loot against a
stone, and were asked how the stene eame to be there, 1 might
possibly answer, that for any thing 1 knew 1o the conuwary, it
had Iain there forever ; nor would it perhaps be very easy 10
show the ahsurdity of this answer. Bt suppose T had found a
warteh upon the ground, and it should be enquired how the
watch happened to be in that place, 1 should hardly think of
the answer which 1 had before given, that, for any thing 1
lnew, the wateh might have always heen there. ircl, why
should not this answer serve for the watch, as well as for the
stone? Why is it not as admissible in the second case, as in
the first? For this reason, and for no other, viz. that. when we
come (o spect the wateh, we pereeive (what we could not
discover in the stone) that its several parts are framed and put
together for a purpose, e. g. that they are so formed and ad-
justed as to produce motion, and thar motion o regulated as to
point out the hour of the day; thar, if the 5(':\'131‘51‘] parts had
been differently shaped from what they are, of a different size
from what they are, or placed after any other manner, or in



