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FESTIVAL

opr TR

SONS OF CONXNECTICUT.

I the Spring of 1856, un informal mecting of Sons of
Connecticut, residing in Boston and its visinity, was called
with o view lo the formulion of a Bocicty for the purposc
of mutuxl acruaintance, and the cultivation of [Hendly and
soctal relations wmong each other; and alse for the pur-
posc of recalling the memury of the great and good deeds
and honeficent institutions of the father-lund,  Some fifiy or
sty gentlemen respunderd to the cull, and a Committee of
their number was miscd, who vubssyunently repovted 2 pln
of organization, aud a constitution and by-laws for the Sod-
ety, wnder the name of the COoxNTOTIONT AROCIATION, it
being designed to include ladies, wa well as gentlemen, of
Connecticut bivth or deseent, wesiding m Massachusetts.

The Association has Bousished uninterruptedly; several
stated meetings have been held, in furthecance of ite oljects;
and its first Anmual Fostival wae celehrated with great bril-
laney and snccess, at the Revere Tlouse, on the ldth of
Janmuary, 1857. The occcasion was one of much inferest.
The tables were laid for two homdred and fifry persons, and
they were filled. They were ornamented with great eleganee
and beauty. A most interesting featnre of the occesion was
the presence of ladies.
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George M. Browne, Fsq., the President of the Associa-
tion, presided. On Ins right sat His Fxcellency Hewry T.
Gardner, Governer of Massachuseits, Mrs. Browne, wife of
the President, Oliver Eldredre, Fasq., und others; on the
left of the President, wore Mrs. Gardner, wife of the Gover-
nor, Hon. Robert C, Winthrop, Hev. Dr, and Mrs, Alexim-
der H. ¥Vinton, Judee Cherles TI. Wrren, and othere. The
President welcomed the company in o few appropuiate re-
marks, and invited Rev. B. M. I Wells, D. D, to implore
the divine blessing, which that gentleman provesded to do in
an LOpressive Wanner.

Aller the Tosurics of the feast hud been sufliciently par-
taken of, the Fumsioent uroze mnd spoke us fllows :

On the T4h of Jmuaey, 1630, the freomen of Connerdioat,
whis haed prone ont trom Massaohnsetts, assembled at Havlfird, and
adopted a Conaciuiion, remackable fir s Lberad and enlightonsl
provisions for sl Eporamment.

O the T4th off danuary, 1857, we, eons and Jenghters of Cone
mgeticut, who have some bl tu Massachuschis, tomuther with our
weloome and honored goests, have met tu cummemarate that and
other great daeds snd the patriskn vien of that noble State.

Tl pericl to which T refar, 16349, 3t will b remombesed, was
Just befors the Bebellion and the civil wam in Wogland, when
Churles 1. waa atriving to rule witheut » Parlioment, sod to cstab-
lish and enfires the divine vight of kings—and when all the rest
of Buwps was wrapped in the lethargy of despotism. [k way at
this period that the frae planters of Connectiont framed a eonstitu-
tion which emhodies all the groat principles of civil Tiherty and
republican government,  Under it they eleeted thelr own rulers
unl magisautes, and enactel their own Iaws, without the supervis-
lon uf any power whatsosver,

The experionge of two centuriss and npwards, in that and other
eommunities, and the studise and refloetions of stutesmen, lave
hardly sapgested a changa in the fundamentsl principles of the
frame of povermment adopted by the Connectiont ecloniste in
1630, tnder that constibution they lived and prospered until the
restoration of the Stwarts.
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When €harfes TT. votmrned to the throns of bis ancestors, und
the praple of England, from seking foo mueh, seemed to have logt
oll hopes of liberty, it was thoupht best Ty the Clonneetieut enl-
onists to endenvor to obtain 4 chator,  The wise men of the caluny
themselves drow ufp the eharter, such us th[_',}l wishod it to be, em-
bodying and ve-crasting the prineiples of the constitution of 1637 ;
and they appointed an agent to go to Bogland and procure its adop-
figm.  That azent waz John -'i.’tr‘lnl.]lr‘n)}u, 11_1,.- the ahi}]l.}-" the nfla-
ence and the addross of Winthrop, the roval agsont was obtained
April 20, 1602, to the charter, as drawn up by the colonists then-
Enlves.

Under the eharter, as undar the conatitution. which it srcessded,
the freemen of the eolony elesred thelr own govnrners and made
their own lows.  With O exeeption of the bricl usurpation of
Andros, woder Junwes TT, o oral governer ever Lold the elial
magistraey in Counseticut, no wfal asonl was ever nesessacy to
the valility of their lowe. o sninpletely did the charter dmbedy
the greut principles of selfunvernment, =0 entieely were the people
their own raiers ander it, that of the lee of sor Bevolulion na
change whelever wae noeeasary 3o fhe'r fundamental Tuw,  They
lived vo under the charter ; amd the preatest dhunge made was to
strilee ont two wordy fn the commissinns of justioes of the pesoy
and other affieers, wu that inetead of appesrine to be * Flig Maj-
enly"s jueticns of the peace,” ey beeame smply * justices of the
peace ;" and to sholishing the oath of allegiance.  The Stale way
governed uuder the charfer uncl 1818, wheo g new constitution
wad adoprod—nrying, bowerer, from tha chacter and fron G wune
stitution of 1633, rsther fn dotaild o in prinetples.

Conneoticut, left an Mg anl salfroremed, was abways quick ta
foresee and to resish any sftempe at wurpation.  When the Brilish
Parlinment, by unconstivational lows, soupht to Taize o roseme by
taxing Ameries, that colony, with Massuchusetts and the rest,
resisted  amd I'GPEHE‘.'d tha invagion of ber eclonial and elistersd
righta; and when the Boston Port Bill, the crowning act of oppres-
gion, which precipitated the Mewvolalinon, went foto sffect in June,
]774_. the whaole 'pDPtllaEiD‘n af Connectiout was .u,rous{'d,' u|m-,||.'|r|||__fa
were held in all the towns, and they every where resolvad that
*“the enuse of Boson was the camse of all the North American
Uelunies.”
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OF all the colonial Guvernoes at the opemning of the Revolution,
the Governar of Cemnecticnt alone adhored to the patriot esnse.
Jonathan Trumbuall, & name ever to be held in honor by sons of
Clonnecticut, then gat in the chair of State in that solony, and thore
he sat to the trinmphant end of the war, giving the 1id of hig clear
judgment and sminent obilities, anl exeriing himself to raise men
snd means for the cominny canse,  Washington relied on him as
npon a brothr.

The sontribubiona of Conoeetisut, in men and materal and sub-
sistenee for the war, throughemt the Beveluion, were not exceeded,
in proportion to ber rovonas, by thuee of any enlony in the sonfed-
eraey.

Tu the Conreesy of the Contoderstivn, and i the Convertion that
framed onr Natonal Consctucion, Conneeticnl, acted o enmspicucus
part,  From that time atterwardz, ber Shermwans. Fllsworthe, Gris
wolds, Trumballs, Dagpetts, and othor great nemes, have lus
trabeil the Hstory of he Srate and Nutim.

The anaind, eivil, ey snd religions mstitutions of Conneetiout
ave a monree of jost pride Lo hee enns, wherever they may be
Tdecd, in exery aspeet we may say, Ma Ines bave fallen toous in
plessant ploces. W luok with zoxpeet and gestitule and Blia] regard
wpon o0l her Tnecitntions, npow all ber bistury; we vhorish the
memory of her great deeds and Ter geoat mew ; nor shall sny chnge
of acene vepress the homage of our hearts foe the gnod old State.

# i mntial hand

Hiell o'er untiv the filial Tiod
Thot koits moe domy native atrond.”

Bt while we rogacd wills filial affection our native State, we wre
nn dess luyal to the Sodda of our adoption. A lures part of us truce
our lineage to Massavhnserri—Ia dlie Old Colony or tu the Buy—
anrd eoming here is only coming baek to the hames of onr aueestors.
Bustern Comnectiont was Targeby settled by colonists fram Plymouth ;
and the ocarficar pormanent eolony on the xiver above Paybeool,
wenb out, ¢ well known, nuder the encygetio Hocker, from this
immadiate neighbiorhond,  There was, indeed, a debate here In the
(Fenerst Court whother to lub the colonists g, They wished Lo go,
because they said they were ©stiphrened for room.””  Om the
other hand, it was wrged that they were bound in conecience to
remain in Massachusetts, and nphold her instirations.
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Well, Sir, [to the Governar,] we have come back to ad, as far
a5 we may bo able, in upholding the institucions of Massachnactts,
Wo trnst, wo hope ab laust, she may noc find the stosk o haye
degenerated in the rugeed sotl, and under the free air and fres
institutions of Conuesticut ; sod we pledpa ourselves {o as enrnest
& devotion to the honor, the weltare and the prosperity of Massachu-
sutts, ag if our eyes bad firan seen the lirhi on ber eonsorrated soil,

The President then said, that the Sens and Daughters of
Connecticnt, wherever they may be, are always loyal to the
constitution of their couniry, and ho!d in honor her legally
chosen wagzistrates ; and he ewlled on Penxixs CiEvELAND,
Fsq., from Tlampton, now of Boston, to respond to the firsg
regular toast :

The Prestdent gf the Uniled Stikes.

SIPLEECH 0L M1 CLEVELARID.

e, Prosidert, Ludies and  Gentloen twal approeinte nob Tess
the homioe than the delicney of the part yon Tuve been plaased to
asaimn me i tlews geaceful aol elesaot festivities, 1 have nol
Broaght with me well-chosen words, o soy mental preparstion, com-
memsrate with the digmity of the oceamon and the high charsvter
of the Asseciation under whose mspiess we are g happily eon.
vemed.  TTnbil withine & fow housz, o hsd Deen conlidently hoped
that o distingnished eitizen of vure good eld Btate,® whose reputulion
for gening and cloquemee {8 not rezivicted even by the boundaries
of vur Vol veplﬂﬂ'w-, wonl® Dave hoan wilh us I(-ni;.__l:ht, i msPnnd
to the patvictic eentiment which hay just fllen trom your lips.
When 1 consider his intelleotual resourees, his ripe soholarship, Tis
gracaful wnd impossioned oratory, and hiz carnest devolion to what-
ever is dealgned to pronote the homor and eohance the prosperity
of the alorious old Hde of which hw is an ornament, T remet for
your sake and my own, more thao T ean express, that he bs not hero
to perform the honorable part alloceed him.  As his unworthy rep-
rasentalive for the time, I must hespeak your kind indulgence,
while T give myself up, for a vory low momenta, 10 poch sugges-
tions as this oecusion and these supomrdings may bring to my lips.

+ Hon, William Tames Hommersley,



