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“1 wasn't afraid of something happening:. I wos afraid of
nothing ever happening—nothing ever hiappening for all God's
eternity.”

He draincd his glass and called for more whisky, He drank
ity amil wenk on -

*And then pomething did hoppen. DBuck, it's the solmn
truth, that nothing has sver happenetd to you in your life,
Hothing hoad ever happenesd to me in my life"

Y Mothing hed ever happoned | " sadd Doek, ataring,  ** What
do vou mean 7'

" Waothing haa ever happened,” repested Darler, with morbid
obstinaey., " You don't know what s thing happening meanas
You eit in vour office expecting customers, and customers come |
sol walk in the streeb eapecting frends, and friends meet yon |
you want o drink, and get it. Yoo feel inclived for n bot, and
maln ite  You expoet either to win or to lese, and you do cithor
ong or the ather.  Bul things heppening ! ™ anid e shoddered
ungovernably,

o ong™ said Buck ahortly, " Get on™

“ As wo wisllosl wonrily round the corners, something kapponed,
When something happens, it hoppene first, ool pou ees @b
afterwards, ¥t happena of Heel pnd you have nothing to do
with ie. It proves s dread{o] thing—thit theee are other things
hosides oncaelf. 1 ern only pub it im this wey,  Weo went round
oo burming, teo tomilngs, thres tumings, four turnings, five.
Then I lifted mysell slowly up from the gutter where I Tud boen
whot hall senscless, and was beaten down again by living men
craaliing on top of me, and the world was full of rosring, ond big
men rolling about like ninepina.”

G. K. Curarenroy, The Nepolesn of Notting Hill,



PREFACKE

In September of 1914, two months after war had
started between Germany and England, T set out to
reach Berlin in order, 1t iz hardly necessary to add
unknown to the German suthorities, to act a3 a
correspondent on behalf of the Daily Chrontele of
London. I had also been asked to write letters for
the Cambridge Magazine. Ruhleben was not then in
existence as a prison camp, and I should certainly
have had no intention of going there even if it had
been, My object waz to go to Berlin and ges what
there was of interest going on there, and then to travel
across to the Rhine and the industrial districts of the
Westand South. Ireckonedacoupleof monthawonld
see the whole thing done, and that if I felt matters
were becoming hot and unplesgant T would bolt as
guickly as possible. It must be remembered that the
desire to know the truth of what was going on at
that time in the interior of Germany was intense,
At the words Krieg, Mobil, the floodgates of news
had clanged to, and not a word that could be pre-
vented, or had not a porpose in if, was leaving
Germany. At home masees of information were
being produced in newspapers of all complexions,
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