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PREFACE.

Taesg is no difficulty in staling the truths of revelation
in & manner ss inespabla of logical refutation, as thase of
any branch of merals. But elthough in this manner the
judgment of men wonld he convineed of their abetrect
qualities, and the month of the eaviller winld be stopped,
the heart wonld remain s onmeoved ss befors, and the
affections he ca Iittle drawn inte kindred sentimenta with
those of their Fternal Aunthor. The powers of men's in-
tellect vary comsiderably in diffsrent individuals, bab the
hearts and eonsciences of all men are extremely alike,
On this aceount if is, no doubt, thet very fow portions of
scripture are given in an argumentative form, bub mostly
in & manner fo appesl to the affections of mankind : henea
the apostle Paul speake of the inefficacy of * the enticing
words of man's wisdom,"” or the charme of human eloguence ;
and prefors sddressing men, whose hearts he wished to
convert, with great plainness of speech. In the following
pages, no ettempt is made at proving any of the positions
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which are sdvanced, but they arve bromght forward merely
to direct the remder to the consideration of the various
branches of the subject for himeelf ; that he may judge
from the Divine Orucles themselves, how far they ere con-
nistent with the revelation of Jehovah,

Ap the enmity of the natnurl mind to the froths of God
18 perhape never oversome perfectly, cven in the holiest of
the saints here on earth, it iz not to be expected bub that
the trutha here broupght forward will mest with moch
cavilling, not only from those whose hearts nre still alien-
ated from the 1ife of God through the ignorance thet is in
them, but even from some whose faees ars nevertheless s=t
Zion-ward. It may, perhaps, be thowght thet hod ths
following observetions besn couched n languege more
congenial to the refinements of the present day, the troths
intended to be pointed out, would have pained s mors
geners] acqnieseance.  But, however plausible such an ides
sy be, neilhar cxperience, nor the words of seripture
sfford any justification to it. Those who Iove the truth,
will love it in whatever dreas they find it arrayed ; whilst
those who love it nof, wonld egually ohljeet to it with
whatever oatward form of loveliness it appeared.

It may, perhaps, be advieabls to inform the reader of
the canse of drawing up this Treaties; in so doing the
method in which it is proposed to treat the suljeet, will
be also most clearly shown.
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Bome time after the writer wos eatisfied soncerning the
redemption which 8 in Christ Jeaus, doubts ocourred to
him respecting ita consistency with Divine Justice. It
was sugrested that there woe no equity in one mon’a suffer-
ing the punishment due to transmression in the place of
another ; that such & proceeding was not only contrary to
pur ordinary notions of equity, but contrary alse to the
declarations of ecripture, which aay, expresely, that the
righteons shall not suffer for the wicked ; butb that every
man’s sin should be charged upon his own head, &, &e.
This difficulty vould not e resolwed into the sovereignty
of God, which auppuses him to act aceording to the good
pleseure of hiz pwo will, while he giveth no account of
theae matters to any of his creatures, because God can will
nothing but what iz just snd eguitable. Bometimes tha
willingness of Christ to moffor wos pladed a9 8 proof of
the justics of the Father to infliet ; but this plea was un-
satisfactory, inasmuch as the avbmission of any person fo
sustain an act of injusties does mot render the et iteelf
just. No betier argmmants than these being to ba gathered
from euch writers 4s were conmlfed, i was vesolved to
search the Seriptures wlone, salmmitting in spirit unto him
who had firet dietated, and hath taken upon himself to
make us understand them. Whils engaged in this invoeti-
gation, the union of Christ and the church, seemed to
furnish a key to the complete harmony of those parts
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which appearsd before ao discordant; and the manner in
which it does a0, Is attempted to bs set forth in the follow-
ing Treatise, Thus Jesns Christ having bheen found =
retreat froma the enemy, whe by obiruding dombis would
have shalken the foundstions of the faith, this statement
is published that it may be of use to all those who are
mesailed in a similar manner. At the ssme time it iy
admitted, that amoopet the maes even of Christians
thero are but too few who enquire into the merits of the
comze in which they are engaged ; to whom no doubts ever
supgest themselvea; and who, unoble to give a reason of
the hope that is in them, have received sz much of the
truth a# they koow merely from hgman {sechera,  There
aro othars, alzp, who, simply crediting the Seripture testi-
mony, that Jeans Christ died for onr sing, and rose again
for our jostificatiom, are heppy in thaf truth without
onee anguiring into the eqnity of it, or thinking it
necessary 80 to do.  May the pesce of the former be
gonfirmed, and thet of the latter increased, without being
disturhed !

It is almost uesless to combat, in this plaes, the opposi-
tion which the following stetement must mest with, in
ovmmon with every other declaratiom of the freo and
undeserved favour of God, namely, that it is inimical to
the practice of good works, Bub it may be briefly
obearved, that the meaning of the term *good works™
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ought to be accurately defined, hefore the objection cen be
fairly disoussed. Mo one cen be an ensmy of such things
as he really considers to be pood works ; but when such
things are spoken of in conneetion with Seripture, it is
necesanry to distinguish between those which are maorally,
and thoss that are apiritnally good. The former, which
reapect bencficence ona fowards sncther, as ressonable
beings, sz fallow crestures, end sharers of the same
troubles, peins, and sorrows, are ne doubt, e8 the apostle
eays, “good and profitable unto mem ;™ bot the latter,
‘which merit the Divine spprobetion, mankind sre utterly
incapable of performing at any time, but sz they ers
created snew in Christ Jesus, Eph. ii, 10. As friends to
justice, benevolence, and peace among men, we oughi to
encourage such dispositions and the good works which
they produce, by overy moons in oor power. Put when
nen speak of thees thinps as being epivitually good, well-
pleasing and acceptable to God, se if they wern in them-
pelves the eanse of righteousneas, holineee, and feitfnlness
in his eyes, then if i3 necessary to sxpowe all this delusive
righteonaness to be no better than an shomination in the
sight of God; and against bringing the halt, the blind,
gnd the lame info the eervies of the sanetuary, It is
thus testifying against the misspplication of good works,
8 misapplication which robs the Lord Jesus Chriat of the
fulness of his redemption, and eubwverta the immortal



