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This Essay, in a different and aleas extended form appeared
in a Toronbo newspaper last Autumn, with the disadvantage
of having been divided into two parts with an interval of
eighteen days between them. Much of the interest it might
claim was lessened by thiz mode of puldication. Ths present
Essay bas been eniircly vewritten, and made to embruce a
wider field of examination, sud specially to include the con-
sideration of the Archmology of the Provinces of Qluebes and
Ontario. It attempte to place in an accessible form much
information scattered over many volumes, journals end MSH.
Morcover, it brings to public notice the creation of the
important poblic department of Archives, with some aceonnt
of its estoblishment: a department by which the sfudy of
Canndian History must be greatly advanced, and any inves-
tigation of past evonts honeatly and systewatically directed.
It iz hoped that ihe infounsiion which the Essay attempia
clearly to set forth may be not withont advantage to the
gtudent of onr Annals,

OTTAWA, Ww. K.
2nd Janunry, 1886,



Ach Gott! dis Kunst ist lang,

" Tnd kurz ist unser Loben,
Mir wind, bel meinem kritischen Bostreben,
Daoch oft um Kopf und Busen bang,
‘Wie echwer sind micht dia Mittal ru erwarban,
Durch die tnan v den Guallen steigt |
Tnd ek’ man nur den helben Weag erreicht
Musz wohl sin artmer Teufel sterbon.

GopTaR, Fanst.

Ab ma ! bat art ia long
And human lifo is shart.
(Mt in the throes of critic ¥hought
Have head snd heart ceased to be wtrong.
How hard the meana which in our effort lia
TPo reach the sources of what moctals know,
But cre n msn ¢an half the distance go
Verily, poor devil, must ho dic.

Your home born projocta prowe ever the best ; they are so easy and
familiar ; they put ton much lesrming in their things now-a-daya,
Ber Jupszod, Bsrtholomew Fair,

Iat das Edeht dwe Eigentbom der Flamme, wo richt gar des Ker-
zendochte? Ich enthalte mioh jedes Urtheils tber solche Frage, nmd
frene mich nuy dardber, dass Lhr dem armen Dochte, der sich brennend
verzahrt, aine kleine Vergiitung verwilligem wolt flir mein groeces
gemeinnitziges Belevoltungeverdieast |

HErse,

Is the light the propecty of the finme, if it in o way be of the taper
wick ¥ T abstain from sny judgment over such s goestion, and I only
rejoioa thet you are willicg to meke some slight smonds o the poor

, wick, which comwumen itself in burning, for its noble, universal, merit-
orivs pervics of enlightenment !



CANADIAN ARCHZEOQLOGY.

Few are aware that in the last decads an important
dapartment has boen formed in (itaws, which in an indirect
way will have no little influence on onr political future. A
people become to m great extent what their education makes
them, and eduneation in no small dagree consiste in the just
appreciation of past experience. Certainly sueh is the process
of political development. For however fascinating the narra-
tive of history, the profit of its study lies in its teaching.
There is but one mode of assuring historical truth, and that
is by the collsction of contemporary documents systamatically
arrenged and kept in snch security that they cannot be tam-
porcd with or destroyed.

Archmology is not an old and established scicnee in the
Dominign. Practically it can trace no remote dele in the
Frovince of Quebee. Tn Ontario it has had scarcely & quarter
of & century of active life : in the Eastern Provinces it may
claim a somowhat longer existence. But the study was con-
fined to few, although there have been spasms of effort to
deal with it satisfactorily and systematically. As carly as
1787 the matter was repeatedly brought befora the Couneil,
and in 1790 an Ordinance was passed st Quebes for the pres-
ervation of ancient documents ; those which bore upon tha
French regime. A commission was appointed and & report
made to Lord Dorchestey on the snhject ; a list of the Decrats,
Arrits and Ordonnancey in existence was appended. The
object in view appears to have been the preservation of all
documents bearing upen the history of French Canada.
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Little thonght was then given to contempomry documenta of
the period, and it iz precisely the epoch of which there ia the
least published record. The events of the first twenty years
after the Conquestare even to-day but mistily known They
are repeated as first narrated by writer after writer without
examination ; or thoy are somewhat modified by a running
commentary to meet a prioré conclusions and to aid tha
perty views of thoss who make a prosperous #af out of
printed opinions. Possibly many have honestly believed all
they expresa, They found admitted anthorities with a ready-
made collection of facts, and they had only to follow in the
heaten track. Even where the scepiical spirit was arcused
it became crushed or dormant from its want of exercise. The
collection of original docnments, like any other esllection, is
& matter of slow, eareful, and systemsiie labour. In no plage
is there a greater division of positive work. The accnmu-
lation of a masa of any material, szy money, and then theo-
rize npwards or downwands as yon will, is an art of itself
reqiving special capacity. When the effort is a colleetion
of National Archives you have to catablish what is required,
what is indizgpensbly necessacy, bo know where to seck for it,
to take means to obtain it, and to be eareful not to puy twice
aver for the same commodity. The second stage is to assort
all this matter, to classify it, to place it in such a form and
to give it euch reference that on necessity immediately it can
be found. The thind condition is to draw up a calendar of
it, to describe i, and in short to make it availpble to the
ordinary inquirer. {ne, therefore, who sses a eollection of
any kind brought to the hammer feels a twinge of pain as
he thinks of the enthusissm, the snstained effort, the fre-
quent sacrifices which have gathered it only by slow degress.
Among the many monuments of Imperial London none is so
striking, so impressive, ss the resding-room and library of the
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British Musenm, offering to view one of the largest known
printed collections of booke and pamphleta, accessible to the
poorsst and humblest inhabitant of the realm ; admission to
ths room being only contingent on good menners and decent
conduct. It is from this great centee that much of the im-
petus of thought and intelligence is given, and the sentiment
eatablished as & matter of national faith that in large Pro-
vinoial centres, a collection of books is as essential to the woll-
being of the people to raise them from mental degeadation,
superstition, and extravagance of thought, as the air they
breathe, and the food thay take to strenpthen and refresh
their bodies, There is no point on which history eo much
vopeats itself as in the exhibition of that charlstanism which
urpes itself forward without a sernple, without truth, without
principle. And ag & community, or more properly perhaps
to spesk, the teachers of that community, have the training
snd the knowledye to bring past cxamples of this nefarious
sueeess before the world, so is thers the greater or leas cer-
fainty of men being warned spainst the viper, seeking fo
secure its nest in the national bosom,

The Historical Society of Quebee i= deserving of honour-
able notica by the publication of many important docomenta
from time o time istued by its members. It was formed in
1824. Lord Dialhousie, then Governor-General, took o prom-
inent part in ite establivhment, aud presided at the first
meeting held on the 6th January ab the Chateau of 8t Louis,
when the society was organized. There is an Historical Society
of Montreal ; ite fortunes oppear, however, to have some-
what waned. It never reached the distinguished position
of that of Quebee, which, undoubtedly, has made many
valuable contributions to our history. But tha hest well-wisher
and friend of the latter must acknowledge that its operations
have been hitful and uncertain, and of Iate unimportant.



