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PREFACE.

Tris essay is a response to an imperative demand.
Any questioning that bears upon the inspiration of the
Bible is of like interest and vital importance to all
Christians

The arraignment of two theological Professors for
aeresy on the ground of their opinions upon this sub-
jeet, has ereated great anxiety,—yet not so much the
fact of their arrnignment, as the vindicatory statements
in their defence, and the acceptance of these as satis-
factory, if only by alarge minority.  Opposite decisions
have been reached in the lower tribunals, and by many
upon both sides the outecome is awaited with apprehen-
sion. I am neither a partisan nor an opponent of
plaintiff or defendants, and ouly refer to these proceed-
ings as historic facts that invelve principles and results
of the deepest concern to us all.

Whatever be the issue as respects the individuals
impleaded, it has been claimed and is not denied, that
Christian scholarship in this specialty is nearly unani-
mous in discrediting the verbaf inspiration aund iner-
rancy of the Seriptures. It cannot be doubted that
unprofessional intelligence will be greatly influenced by
those who have studied the documents as experts, and
in whose ability, attachment to the Bible, and unim-
peachable Christian excellence it has absolute confi-
dence,

It is not at all strange that many are greatly dis-
tressed. They have never before bad a doubt that
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iv PREFACE

every word of this tressured Book is divine and fault-
less, and honestly think that the foundations of their
faith are destroyed. “What is inspiration,” they ask,
“that leaves errors behind it ? ™ They demand some-
thing positive,—some conception of the grace that has
given us the Bible, that shall reassure them against this
appalling negation,

In fact, the question is pressed from all sides: “ What
definition of inspiration will you substitute for tha
which scholarship has disparaged?” Tt is vaguely
claimed, some will say, by these adepts and their
friends, that the Bible, released from the misconeep-
tions that have obseured it, 13 o grander book than be-
fore. DBut what proof have we of this, and on what in-
telhignble ground ean it be cluimed that we shall gain
more than we loge ¥ -

An answer to these appeals must not be refused.
For the opinion zains ground and is strongly expressed,
that widespread injury will result from these trials and
resultant diseussions, unless ¢lear, definite, and conclu-
sive statement shall very soon bring relief to those they
have disturbed. A prosecutor in the New York ecase
indignantly exelaims: “Is our doctrine to be thrown
aside on the demand of a body of eritics who have as
vet found nothing te put in its place 77 *

The same thought is expressed more fully by o writer
in a religious journal t in connection with the case of
Prof. Smith: “ The least that can be demanded is the con-
cession from the Professor and his class of scholars,
that this is an unsettled question. The theory is yetin

* Dr. Lampe's reply to Dr. Brigga.
{ The Interder, Chicago,
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the raw. The doctrine has not been wrought out so
that one holding it coan identify the alleged human
from the admittedly divine in Scripture. . . .. Has
he not run before his tidings were ready ? Has Le not
broken down before he was ready to rebuild? If 1s
undoubiedly true that the question is one of fact, which
lies within the field of scientific research:; and if it be
found to be true, the church will be forced to recon-
struct her theory of inspiration.”

In adifferent tone, but assertive of the same necessity,
is an article in a leading New York daily journal on the
ethics of the Brigas triazl. The writer takes a hopeful
view of the future. He refers to all that has recently
beensaid and writlen on the subject—as “ embraced 1n a
campaign of education that will in a reasonably short
time change the attitude of the whole Christian world
toward the Bible,” and he expresses his confidence that
it will not end in the depreciation of its contents, nor
the refusal to regard it as of divine authority. But he
gpeaks emphatically of “ the shock which millions of
devout people are receiving, as they find that they have
put an estimate upon the Bible that is altogether dif-
ferent from what a knowledge of its character and
claims will snstain, as greatly to be regretted. . . . .
The pressure of the heresy trials in the Presbyterian
body has hastened the distress of these people, and
done nothing to supply the loss which has been caused
by partially destroying their confidence in the DBible”

Nothing ean be clearer than the oblisation of those
who have rejected the theory of verbal inspiration, as
not in accordance with what they find by the most
eareful serutiny of the eonteuts of the Bible, to furnish
with the least possible delay a definition that shall re-



