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PREFATN.

——

When the late Commodore Perry was about to sail on the
cruise which terminated his valuable life, he requested Com-
modore Decatur to take charge of the following documents to
keep Captain Elliott in check during his sbeence ; and, if any
accident happened to him while on %ia crizise, that they might
ba published, as the most effactual means which-would then be
left, of guarding hia charaeter against the baseness and false-
hood of Captain Elliott.

The original documents of which these are copies, bad all
been transmitted to the Navy ananmentol}y Commodore Perry,
some time before ; but, in consequence of a great proportion
of the necessary witnesses being on the Mediterranenn station,
a court-martial could not be convened prior to his sailing,
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The Hon. Bexsawis W, CrowNiNeHIELD,
Secretary of the Navy Department.

Sm: 1 have the honor to lay before yon copies of a letter
‘lately received by me from Captain Jesse D. Elliott of the
Navy, and of certain certificates enclosed therein, with copies
alzo of my letter in reply, and of the affidavits of Lisutenants
Turner, Stevens, and:Champlin, and Dr. Parsons.

The conduct of Captain Elliott, partially presented to view in
these papers, and still more clearly marked by other acts of
that officer within my knowledge, and fully susceptible of proof,
imposes on me the duty of preferring against him the charges
which accompany this letter ; and I now accordingly do prefer
said charges againet Captain Elliott, and request that a court-
martial may be ordered for bis trial thereupon.

The facts upon which some of these charges are founded
(partioularly those relatini:i the behavionr of that officer dur-
ing the engagement on e Erie,) baving been long in my
possession, you will expect me to account for my not having
sooner made them kpown to the government, an for having
mentioned favorably, in my official report of thet action, an
officer whose conduct had been so reprehiensible.

At the moment of writing that report, 1 did in my own mind
avoid coming to any conclusion to what cause the conduct of
Captain Ellictt was to be imputed ; nor was I then fully ac-
quainted with all the circumstances relating toit. Having pre-
viously to the engagement given all the orders which I thought
necessary to Bnagla every officer to do his duty, and feeling
confidence in them all, T was, after it commenced, necessarily
too much engaged in the actual scene before me to reflect de-
liberately upon the cause which could induce Captain Elliott to
keep his vessel so distant both from me and the enemy. And
after the battle was won, | felt no disposition rigid?_'y to ex-
amine into the conduet of any of the offcers of the fleet ; and,
strange as the behaviour of Captain Elliott bad been, yet I
would not allow myselfl to come to p decided opinion, that an
officer who had so handsomely conducted himself on a former
occasion, (as 1 then in common with the qubliu had been led to
sappose Captain Elliott had) could possibly be guilty of cowar-
dice or treachery. The subsequent conduct also of Captain Ell-
iott ; the readiness with which be undertook the most minute
services ; the unfortunste situation in which he now steod, which
be lamented to me, and his marked endeavors te conciliate
protection—were all well calealated to have their effect. But
still more than all, I was actuated by = strong desire that in the
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fleet I then had the honor to command, there should be no-
thing bui_harmony afier the victory they had gained, and that
nothing should trenspire which would bring reproach upos any
part of it, or convert iatc crimination the praisea to which they
were entitled, and which I wished them antu ghare and enjoy.
The difficulties produced in wy mind by these considerations,
were, at the time, fully expréssed to an officer of the fleet im
whom I had great confidence, If I omitted to name Captain
Elliott, or named him without eredit, I might not only ruin that
officer, but, at the same time, give occasion to animadversions
which, at that period, I thought would be liitle to the honor
or advantage of the service. I[f my official report of that trans-
action is reverted to, these embarrassments with respect to
Captain Elliott, under which I labored in drawing it, will, I
believe, be apparent. That report was very different from
what had been expectad by the officers of the ﬁ,eat; but, having
adopted the coursa which I thought most prudent to pursue
with regard to Captain Elliott, I entreated them to acquiesce
in it, and made every exertion in my powsr to prevent any fur-
ther remarks on his conduct—and even furnished him with a
favorable letter or certificate for the same purpose, of which
ke has since made a very unjustifinble use.

These, sir, are the reasons which induced me at the time
not to bring on sn inquiry into his conduct. The cause and
propriety of my now doing so will, I trust, require but few ex-

lanations. 1 would willingly, for my own sake as well as his,
Faﬁer the course [ had pursued for the purpose of shieldin
him,) have still remained silent; bot this, Captain Elliott wiﬁ
not allow me to do. He bas acted upon the ides, that by as-
sailing my character he shall repair his own.

After he was left in the command on Lake Erie, I was soon
informed of the intrigues he was there practising, some of which
are detailed in these charges. These I should not have regard-
ed ag long as' they were private; but 1 then determined and
declared to many of my friends in the pavy, that should Ca
tain Ellioit ever give publicity to his misrepresentations, I would
then demand an investigation of the whole of his conduct
This necessity is now forced upon me. .

Believing my hands to be bound, and even braving me with
the very certificate afforded to him in charity, this officer at
last addresses directly to myself, and claims my acquiescence
in the grossest misrepresentations—not only of his own con-
duct on Lake Erig, but of conduct and declarations which he
imputes to me.

hus has Captain Elliott himself brought his own conduact
on Lake Erie again into view, and, by involving with it impu-
tations upon mine, has compelled ms to call for this inquiry.
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He can make no complaint, therefore, of delay in bringing for-
ward any of these charges. Those which regard his conduct
on Lake Erie, and his justification, (if he bas any,) ars besides
ee perfecily susceptible of proof now as at any earlier period.
. Whatever the character of that bebaviour was, it was witness-
ed by such numbers as to leave nothing in it equivocal or unex-
plained. Some of the officers who were with him may still be
called apon, and although two or three others are deceased,
yet so were they when Captain Elliott-himself called for a Court
of lnquiry. Certificates also were obtained from those officers
by Captain Elliott while living, the originals of which are in the
Department, and it may be seen by them thet those officers, if
present, would have no testimony to give which could at all
militate with these charges. There are as many officera de-
ceased from whose testimony Captain Elliott would have much
mote to fear, than he would have to hope from that of the offi-
cers above alluded to. A Court of Inquiry conristing of three
officers was once called 81 the request of Captain Elliott, in
consequence {if | recollect rightly) of some allusions to the
conduct of the Niagare, supposed to be contained in the Bri-
tish Commodore Barclay’s report j and though that inguiry (of
which no notice to attend as witneeses was given to any og: @
commanders of vessels on Lake Erie} could only be a very lim-
ited one, and could invelve no actual trial upon Ceptain Ell-
iott's conduct, yet he undoubtedly had before that Court all
such witnesses as could testify in his favor, and the record of
that testimony (if any of those witnesses are deceased) will
avail him. Captain Elliott, therefore, can suffer nothing from
the lapse of time, aod it would indeed be a strong pretension
in him to elaim protsction from inquiry into his conduct, st the
same time ihat he is giving notoriety to his own representations
of it, apd that too 10 the prejudice of others.

I am, sir, fully sensible how troublesome the frequent exami-
pations into the conduet of officera has been to the government,
and how disagreesble they must have become. 1 am aware,
also, that the EAblic are jum{. diseatisfied with them, and that
reproach has brought upon the service by means of them. I
have, therefore, avoided asking for this investigation as long
as I possibly conld do so with any justice to the sarvice, or to
my own character.

I have the honor to be,
Bir,
Your most chedient aervant, .
0. H. PERRY.



CHARGES

Preferred by Captain Oliver H. Perry agoinst Capimin Jesse D.
o iﬂ&oﬁ,qfﬂm antamﬁ - ?

FIBST CHARGE.

That the said Captain Elliott having, on the 10th Septem-
ber, 1813, during the engagement on Lake Erie, between the
American and British fleets, before the eyes of the enemy, con-
ducted himself in his command of the United States brig Nia-

arg, in such a manner as to incur the reproaches of the Amer-
ican fleet, and of the American army, then stationed in the
neighborhood under the command of Major General Harrison,
and of the citizens of the surrounding country; and having, in
this unfortunate sitoation, experienced from his commandin
officer all the relef, and the most friendly countepance an
suppert, which, (without absolute inconsistency with truth,) it
was in the power of that officer to afford him, was, as soon as
left in the command on that Lake, and after the departure of
his said commanding officer, guilty of conduet unhecoming an
officer and a gentleman, by immediately entering upon and
plrsuing a series of intrigues, designed to repair ghi,aa own re-
pr:tﬁtatiu-n at the expense and sacrifice of his said commanding
officer. o

Specification first,

Becanuse the said Captain Elliott, on or about the month of
November, 1813, procured a certificate from Lieutenant Smith,
whom the seid Elliott had attempted to dishonor, by repre-
senting him as guilty of misconduct during said engagement ;
which certificate was intended to reflect on the said Captain
Perry ; insidiously to misrepresent his condaoct during said en-
gagement, and to impaach the trath of his offieial report there-
of. And becauss, at or near the eame time, the said Captain
Elliott ured a certificate to ba signed by Lientenant Ed-
wards, Purser Magrath, Dr. Parsons, and acting Sailing Mas-
ter Webster, having the same import and design, and contain-
ing a perverted statement of the conduct and languege of the
said Captain Perry, when he came on board of the Niagara du-
ring said battle, althongh the said Elliott well knew that neither
of the said officers wera then present ; that the said Edwqrds
was on the forecastle, that the said Magrath was_at the time
absent from that vessel, and the said doctor and Sailing Master
‘were in the cockpit, or elsewhere below, and could neither of
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them have had any personal knowledin; of the pretended facts
stated, which they could only have taken from the representa-
tions of the eaid Caplain Elliott himself; which certificates,
in such manner obtained, were, by the said Captain Elliott,
without notifying the said Captain Petry, procured to be trans-
mitted to the Secretary of the Navy, for the purpose of injur-
ing the reputation of the eaid Captain Perry in the opinion of
the government.

Specification second.

Because the said Captain Elliott, at Baltimore, in or about’
the month of January, 1815, in presence of Captain Charles
Ridgely, of the United States Navy, did flsely, and with ma-
lice, represent the conduct of bis said commanding officer in
said engagement on the 10th September, 1813; insinuating
that, when the said commandiog officer came on board of the
Niagara during said battle, he was in deepair, and ready, to all
appearance, to surtender the fleet; but the said commanding
officer, finding no reason to believe that he, the said Captain
Elliott, would consent to such & mensure, the fight was renew-
ed, and e, the said Captain Elliott, cheered and reanimated
his said commanding officer. And, at Lake Erie, on or about
the month of Janvary, 1614, in the presence of Lieutanant
Concklin, did make the same, or similar, false imputations upon
the conduct of his said commanding officer.

Specification third.

That he, the said Captain Elliott, during the months of Qeto- -
ber and November, 1813, repeatedly siated to Doctor Wal-
lace, of Erie, and to others, that his said commanding officer
had, under the influence of fear or despair, thrown overboard
Biz flag, called the motio-flag, which bad been prepared by Cap-
tain Perry to excite and encourage hiz men—containing the
dying worde of Lawrence, after whom this ship was named,
*don't give up the ship,” and the enid flag had been picked up
by another officer; which said assertions, said Elliott knew to
be false, and that said flag was still flying on board of the Law-
rence when Gaftliu Perry left thnt vessel and was never lost
or thrown overboard by any one.

Specifiontion fourth,

That the said Elliott, ahout the month of September, 1813,
mada, or&ra-c.um:l o be made and exhibited to some of the of-
ficers, a false drawing or sketch of the battle of the 10th of Sep-
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