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Far hence, in Asias,
Omn the smoath convent roolsy,
O tha gold terraces
Of holy Lassa,
Bright shines the son.
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PREFACE

WHeN the Sikkim-Tibet Mission Force
marched to Lhassa, it carried along with it,
besides fighting men and diplomatists, a
strong contingent that represented literature
and the deeper sciences. We were full of
brains in that Lhassa column. There were
men in it who had made the subject of Tibet
their own before they had set foot in the
country, and were already qualified to dis-
course upon it, whether in its political, its
topographical, its ethnological, or its archao-
logical aspect. There was a man who came
with us armed only with a bicycle wheel and
a cyclometer, with which he has corrected all
preconceived notions of Tibetan distances.
There was a man with a hammer (the



