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PREFACE,

Taz design of this little manual is fo finmish
junior preachers with a brled, plam Guide for
the correch discharge of their official doties.
We have made no attempt to explain and
defend our coclesiagtical system; this has
been sufliciently done in several popular
works, which are widely spread among our
people.  Nor have we aimed at endeaveuring
to impress our r'iz-.inlgF ministry with u deeper
sense of ministeril obligafion, and to set
forth the moral and religions elements which
compoge the character of “able ministers of
the New Testoment.” There are already
many extensive and able treatises upon these
varied topies, Dot there 1z a demand, we
apprehend, for a practical work which shall
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descend to the very minutise of the pastor's
daily duties, :

In preparing our manual, we have found our-
selves treading in an unbeaten path : no work
of this kind ha2 been attempted, if we may
except Bishop Hedding’s most admirable ¢ Dig-
course on the Adminigtration of the Dseipline.”
This diseourse has created a degive for 2 more
extended work of the sime genceal character.
By the extension and division of our work,
the young prescher is now often necessarily pat
immediately n pastoral chavge, and is consc-
guently deprived of the couwscls and expen-
ence of senior preachers, which were formerly
enjoyed.

We ure not unaware of the difficulty of
fornishing a work which shall be generally
acceptuble,” from the differsnt usages which
prevail, to some extent, in differént puarts of
the country, and the conflicting opinions of
leading men: baot it has been e aim (o
ascertain the general views of the best in-
formed upon the several topies diseuzzed, and
to present them in a brief and lneld manner,
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We have endeavoured to pive particular
attention to the several sections relating to
Church trials; guarding, on the one hand,
arainzt too close an analogy to civil proceed-
ings and mere ectleslastical technieslities ;
and, on the other, ugamst a loose and arbi-
irary mode of procedure.  The evils which
the Church has sufioved from these causes
should put every adwminizivalor on his guard.
Dut we have fhund it impossible to expresa
our meaning with clearnesy and precizion
without employing legal terms more fre-
quently than we bave desired,

Thiz work iz not prezented as sn offeied
ona; it ia simply seggestive and advisory,
for which the author is alone responsible. 1t
is not a record of logal decisions by which the
administration of the Church 13 to be govern-
ed, but a brief compend, exhibiting rather the
usage than the few of the Church.  Most ap-
propriately can we employ the language of our
late senior bishop: “1I have not the vanity to
guppose it is freo from ervors, but it is an offer-
ing of the best light I have on the subjeck. 1t
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may be proper to say, however, that on most
of the peints which contain opinions on dis-
cipline I bLave conversed {frequenily and
largely with many of oar mest enlightened
and able ministers, and they agree with these
opinions.”

For many years past, we have noted down
every waluable suggestion which we have
heard or read relating to our practical econo-
wy; and having modified, written, snd re-
writlen many of them frequently, we are not
uble now to give the wedit which iz due for
many of these suggestions, Af the earnest
refjuest of many friends thiz litfle manunad is
given fo the public, hoping that if may prove
a vude mectm to the young minister, and
render some aid in the discharge of the du-
{ies of the pastorate.
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