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PREFACE

HESE chapters began as Lowell Loctures in

1908. The lectures were given without manu-
seript, and have been repeated in that form in
Cambridge, in Salem, in Springfield, in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, and in Brooklyn, New York.
The first, second, third, and fourth were then
written ool and read at the Berkeley Divinity
School, DMiddletown, Conneclicul, as the Mary
H. Page Lectures for 1914, In like manner the
sixth, seventh, cighth, and ninth were given at
Kenyon College, Gumbier, Ohio, s the Bedell
Lectures for 1913, The tenth was given in 1913,
at Ann Arbor, Michizan, on the Baldwin Foun-
dation. Finally, the lectures, as they now appear,
woere repeated in 1914 at West Newport, Califor-
nia, at the Summer School eonducted by the
Commiszsion on Christian Eduecalion of the Dijo-
cese of Los Angeles.

The following extracts from & communicalion
in 1880 to the Trustees of Kenyon College indi-
cate the intentions of Bishop and Mrs. Bedell,
founders of the Bedell Lectureship: —

We have consecrated and sel aparl for Lhe service
of God the sum of five thousand dollars, to be devoted
to the establishment of a lecture or lectures in the
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PREFACE

Institutions at Gambier on the Evidences of Natural
and Revealed Religion, or the Relations of Scicnce
and Religion.

The lecture or lectures shall be dehivered bienmally
on Founders' Day (if such & duy shall be established)
or other appropriale Lime. During eur lifetime, or the
lifetime of either of us, the pomination of the leeture-
ship shall rest with us.

The interest for two vears on the fund, less the sum
necessary to pay for the publication, shall he paid to
the lecturer.

We express onr preference lhal the lecture or lec-
tures shall he delivered in the Church of e Ioly Sparit,
if such building be 1o exislence; sod shall be delivered
in the presence of all the members of the Institutions
under the anthorily of the Board. We ask that the
day on which the lecture, or the first of each series
of lectures, shiall be delivered shall be a holidagy.

We wish Lhat the nomination to this Lectureship
shall be restricled by no other consideration than the
abilily of Lhe appointee to discharge the duty Lo Lhe
highest glory of God in the completest presentation
of the suhject.

The original sources from which a knowledge
of this period is derived are readily accessible in
translation. In The Ante-Nicene Fathers (8 vols.)
the reader will find most of the writings of the
Early Church under the I"agan Empire, to the
year 825. A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers, in two Series {each of 14 vols.},
contains the most important works of Christian
writers from 325 till the beginning of the Middle
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