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LETTER.

A Nortmerxy Prrspyree addresses this second letter
o hig brothren, of all denominations, on slavery. Ilis
former letter appears not to have been generally ac-
ceplable. 1t has been sharply erilicized in many
religions and secular journalz. A leading representa-
tive Quarlerly —'I'ne New Esaiavoer — calls down
upon the writer the censure of the churely, and, sub-
sequently, underiakes to sct forth, at large, his alleged
errory, and raise the note of warning againet their
pernicious influence. Presbyter proposes in these
pages to justify what he has before written, Ile
presumes to guestion the wisdom of his reviewers;
“ and hopes to substantiate, by additional reasonings,
his original positions. Whether what he now writes
will be more convincing or acceptable, he has no
concern o inquire, Ttis in his mind to write it, and
he leaves it to produce whatever results it may
please an infinitely wise Providence to appoint. -
Preshyter's former letter was written in a full knowl,
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edge of what the New Excraxper and other journals
have since published in reproof of it. It was under-
taken for the purpose of suggesting the invalidity of
those pepular methods of reasoning on the subject in
question, which those respectable periodicals repre-
sent, and of allaying the dangerous agitations which
they have contributed to produce. It was designed
to encourage a more legitimate method of discussion,
by turning inguirers from the accidents and contin-
gents of slavery, which oeeasion such irreconcilable
diversities of opinion among wise aud good men, and
inflame the passions of the generality, to its element-
ary principles, its providential design, and ifs com-
prehensive bearings and relations in respedt to the
morul government of God. The guestion of slavery,
especally as it concerns ministers of the Gospel, ia
simply cthical and theological. Tt must be tried,
therefore, by a Divine standard, and not &t the bar
of an imaginative philosophy, or a sentimental phi-
lauthropy ; nol on the political arena, nor by vote of
popular assemblies, or the conceits of fiction and
romance. The letter proposed that authoritative
test. “To the law and to the testimony.”

It is mo answer, then, merely to reproduce, “in
similar or different forms, the same arguments or
methods whose unsoundness gnd fallaciousness had
been condemned. Nothing is settled by merely evad-
ing the criterion which Presbyter propounds, and
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ringing changes upon the exhausted topies of anti-
slavery literature which that eriterion reproves. Buch
finesse might suffice for a temporary popular effect,
but could serve no abiding purpese of truth or chari-
ty. Ii is unworthy of the subject, and the accasion,
Presbyter takes the question of slavery from its acci-
dents to itz principles, and discusses it accordingly.
He must be mef, therelore, on hiz own ground, ory
whether right or wrong, his letter is not answered ;
and all avoidance of its issues, or stale repefifions of
contrary theories and interpretations, are a virtual
acknowledgment of its correctness.  Wherefore, the
criticisms of the New Iwcrawper, and otherg like
them, because they arve thus evasive, need no refuta-
tion, but a reference to the letter itself. Yet it may
be of consequence to show, more partienlarly, and in
detail, wherein they veach not their mark; and to lay
open the sophistry which is intended to give them
the appearvance and effect of a reply.

In thiz pamphlet, Preshyter will confine himself
especially to his reviewer in the Npw Evarasvew
That ardent writer 1s a fit representative of his class,
From one all may bhe known: for, though ihey
exhibit different degrees of learning and inggnuity,
they use the same materials, and after the same
fashion. There could, indeed, be but little difference
between them in these respects; for the fountain of
their new philogophy iz not deep, and a single channe]
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suffices to bear off its impetuous and noisy waters.
The reviewer is one of the hest specimens, and is
- accordingly so commended by his satisfied friends.
He publishes by request. e is a writer of evident
intelligence and Christian virtue,— well informed,
earnest, gincere, resolved. He condemns his adver
sary, without stint, and agreeably to hiz honest con-
viclions, for alleged intellectnal blindness and moral
delinquency. Ile pitics him, as is kind, in Lis conse-
quent state of degradation; and does what he can to
abridge his pernicious influence. Yet he does not
guile abundon him as a reprobate ; and would give
lim over to public censuve, and oflicinl destruction,
only for the sake of Lir ullimate repentance und
salvation. Dresbyter would take no excepiion to
him, in these respeets; for every writer should be
suffered to free himself agrecably to his own sensibili-
ties and tastes. His 1dess, and not his lemperamment,
or his rlictoric, alone concern the question at issue.
All that is now proposed is to show wherein his argn-
ment is nothing to his purpose; and to clucidate
more fully the principles which he so imperfeetly
comprehends, and so ineffectually disputes. Indeced,
but for this latter purpose, namely, the fuller develop-
ment and exposition of the principles embodied in
his first letter, Presbyter would not have thought it
material to invite his brethren to the perusal of a
second. — The logical order, both of the letter and the
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review, will be followed, as far as it may seem of
consequence to pursue the subject.

I. Tux QurstION,

The leiter of Preshyter first calls the attention of
its readers to the question of fhe Divine right of slavery.
He uses the term uwccording {o its proper scientifie
import,— as the denominator of a state of bondage
in which one man becomes, by law, the property of
another man, and subject to the master’s will. The
definition 18 implied, expressed, and kept up through-
out the letter, and 1s contimually guarded as simply
and alone deseriptive of the siated relation subsisting
between the parties, The one owns, the other is
owned, according to law =0 wade and provided. It
presupposes an authority of the State, under God, fo
institute the relation, and to regulate it, agreeably
to its natural intention and design.  The  mastor
becomes, by law, sole proprietor, and the slave a
chattel personal, in distinetion from & chattel material,
which implies, from necessity of the case, that their
respective morul and spiritual relations are undis-
turbed, and that both master and slave are brought
together in peeuliur and distinetive relations, as well
to God as to each other; and are held to ansyer for
the performance of their respective duties to him as
the sovereign proprietor and ruler of all. Bumthe
slave is the master’s money. No man but the master
has a right to his person, or his services ; and he has



