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PREFATORY AND [NTEUDUGTGRY.

iw presenting this volnme, on tho subject of the Breeding, Treatment and
Management of Fowls to the publie, we do 20 mors tor the purpose of supply-
ing 2 need greatly felt by the Ameriean breeder and faneier, the nmatenr
and beginner, and placing within the resch of all desiving a knowledgo of
poultry — the breeds best for market purpeses and as egg-producers —a
cheap and rolinble guide. Not only shnil we be able to present our own
vigws and the rosnlts of our oxpericneo in ponltry-rearing, discases, their
treatment, cte., in these pages, but the experiences of the ost carelul,
soientific and reliable brecders and fanciers in this country, (as given from
time to time, for the past twently-one Feses, theonsh the eolumns of the
Agricnltural Journals aml other periodieals} and place the sune in joxts.
position with each other, s that they will prove of the utmost value to the
wmateur breeder, as well a9 to the new beginner,

We have often wondered why our rural population do not roar fowls
more universally than they do. Tt bus been demonsirated, beyoud a perad-
venture, that they ean be reaved with little expense by nearly every house-
kaoper, and can be made te pay an buodred fsld on the jovestment, Not
only c¢an this bo done by our rural population, but alzo by those lving in
cities and villages.  Having had geveral years' experience in rearing fowls in
a city, we can speal understandingly on the subject. Towls ean be bred in
citipg and villages equally as well as on the tirm—mnot on ko large o eeale,
but with as much, if not mora profit to the breeder. Tt requires bt o amall
space to keep a dozen or twenty fowls i either of the loeslities wentioned ;
and then the plessure it gives o person to know that with a little judicicus
management he will be able to supply his table with birds of his own rearing,
and hig larder with fresh eggs the year reund, can well be imagined.

Nothing, in our opinion, looks more comfurtable, homedike and rural,
than Lo see strutiing about the premises of a city or villape rvesident, a fow
seloct and well-kept fowls, Thus we have city and couniry, as it were, com-
bined. Undenbtedly some city people, or the male portion of them, will
obhject to this theory, on the plen that it would take too much of their
valuable time to look after the towls. This objection iy easily overcome by
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leaving the care of them in the hands of the good housewife, who would
esteem it o great pleasurs to care for the chicks and teach the children how
to rear them.

What is there that the farmer prodaces of quicker sale than eggs and
poudtry ¥ The prices which hie receives therefor are in the maiu remunera-
tive, the labor incurred is light and agreeable, and can be performed by the
junior members of the family. The poultry yard prodoces food which is
highly palatable snd nutritions at all seasons, and in this respect is hardly
equaled by any other depertment of the farm.  Is it not worth while, then, to
bestow more care and gldll in managing poultry ? Left lo themselves, half
their products are often wasted, and balf’ the year thev are noolayers. TIn
winter they need simply wurmtl, light and sumshine, clean, roomy quarters,
and plenty of food. Ewery day they will pay for this. In the summer they
want range, ficsh earth, shade, water, seclusion, and pretection from vermin.
An shundance of eggs and breods of plomp chickens, either for market or
ihe farmer’s table, will vesult from this care.  IF it is not feasible to carry on
the poultry husiness on a large soale, it should be done on a medivm scule;
for every furmer should make a eouple of hundred dollars’ worlh of their
produets yearly, independwmit of fortilizing propertics the farm receives in the
mianare gaved ifrom the hennery. It 13 owr eobfect, however, to especially
impress gpon thoe minds of village and city residents the importanee and
advaniages of reaving and kooping fowls. We take it for grunted that Inrge
and small fariners know their own interests in thie matter.

In villages there can he no exeuse whitever for not breeding fowls, sne-
cessfully and profitably,  Tn nearly all the small villages in Europe fowls are
bred by {enants; their children make pots of thom, Wherever there isa
cottager’s family living on potatoos, or better fare, may be seen 1 little pent.
house, with nests of etraw or huy for the fowld to lay hu, and a specolation in
eges and chickens sought. Tt is said Americans are shrvewd; then why
do they not demonstrate their ghrewdness in this matter, We know, from
past experience, that there iy no monay logt in keeping and rearing a few
fowls, and 2 great deal of plessure and profit derived from it. Viewing
the matter in this light, with the hope of indacing eur city, villago and
rural population to enter more fully into the hreeding and reaving of fowls,
we present this volume, and submit it, withood further Introduction, to the
inspection, and we trust, favorable consideration of the public.

W. M. I.
Bagoevys, M. ¥., 1671,



FOWLS—THEIR GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

TrERR ia a graat diversity of opinion in rezard to the management of
fowls, tho particular and desirable breeds for all pmrposes, &e. First of all,
their

PEOPFER CAHE AND KEEFING
is essentinl to sueeass, Tor o person may have the best known breeds, and if
they are not properly cared for they will, in nine eases out of ten, prove a
failure.  Therefore we wish fo imprass upon the mind of the breeder, in the
outset, that this ueeds attention more than pucity of broed or saperiority of
kind. Asx a friend of ours sald, “there exists gross neglect of ihe poor birds
generally.” "This neglect is not confined 4o persons who have no thoey for
fine poultry, hnt oxtends oven o many who have the vepmtation of heing fowl
fancicrs.  Biill, a3 before staled, for ponltey to be remnnerative theve most
be good management. In
STARTING oUT IN THE BUSINERS,

plans should ba well matured and digested before hand. A good, eonveniont
ponitry honse should be propeddy constructed, sulficieutly large to contain
the number of birds one desires, warm and dry in the winter, well ven-
tilated, wed it should be kept serupmlously clean.  The house should not ba
over-crowded, bat just large onongh, Nething is made by over-crowding the
hennery; on the contrary, it will prove deirimental, The lowls must be fed
regularly and at stated periods,  They must have plenty of pure water at
hand at all times — this is of as much importance to the health of the hrood
as proper food.  If possible, they shonld also be given, in addition, a plat of
grass for o run.  Place within the hennery a dost heap ; this may consist of
wooid or coal ashes, sand, or dust from the streets. Tt shounld be kept nnder
eover, sa that it will not become drenched with roin or snow, and to it the
fowls should have aceess at all times, to dust, and thereby rid them-
selves, in & great degree, of the numerous parasites which infest them. The
habit of
GIVING TOO MUOH POOD,

to poultry, in n short space of time, iz & vory bad ome. If one motices their
habits he will perceive that the process of picking up their food under ordi-



