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PREFACE.

—

HE apparent confidence with which Profeszor
Goldwin  Bmith, in hif Preface to * Gunesses
at the Riddle of Existence,” takes is for granted
that * liheral thealogiens have atb least  hald

resigned the helief in miracles” znd given up the
anthenticity and authority of Genesis,” and that " with
these they must apparently give up the Fall, the He-
dempiion andd the Incarnation,” are weill adapred to shake
the nerves of any unsophisticazed enquirer after truth
Fiut when such an enquirer sits down fo read the book
tiself without a dictionarcy by hig side, and comes across
such words and expressions as these! “Anti-Malthosian”
“Strangely anthropomorphic,” the *Maosaic Cosmogony.”
* Vitahity of protoplazm,” the * Cosmogotical and his-
torical foundationz of traditional beliel have been sappeil
by science angd critictsm,” ''The hypostatic wnion of the
Fope and the Holy Ghasg” " Dogmatie religion is
pedeentrie,” ' Sueh oo cawaelvam,”  Thid abtrogsm,”
“Transcendental  salipsizm," " Physic  thaumaturey,”
ete,, with freguenc relerences to the grept discoveries
ol sclence, 1t s lictle wonder if he beging to fancy that
the wery foundations of faith are giving way, and to fesl
az 1f nothing is before him in the Bture bot s oreat
blank  waid, mto which 4 host of learned  professors,
scientists amd  libernl theologians ' care peering  with
troubled faces, puessing al what they had been evoloted
fremy amd wondering whither they are going after this
bricl span of existonce i overn

In the aldest baok of the Bible we find Elilin saving
a4 he speaks on behall of God, Y Bl there 35 w0 sparit in
man, and the inspiration ol the Almightoy giverh them
understanding.  Grear men are not alweys wise; neither
do the sged understand judgment ™ (Tol 2208, 9y, Al
in the MNew Testamene we read, * Bue God hath chosen
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the foolish things of the world o confound the wise, amd
God hath chegen the wealk things of the world 1o con-
found the things that are mughty; asd base things of the
waotld, and things which erc degpized, hath God choszen:
veq, and things which are not, to bring to nooght things
that are, that no fgesh should glory in His presence ™
{1 Cor. 1 :ay-20), And again we read, " But the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness unte him, neither can be know them,
becanse they are apiritually discerned " (1 Cor, 2:14).

The bool: which Frofezsor Goldwin Swiith has pob-
lished under the general title of *“ Gueeses at the Riddle
of Exmigence " 13 really a collection af hve essayz, ot
comnected with each other in any ‘other sense than that
they are all infdel writings, The separate fitles given
tn them are: (1) Guesses al the Riddle of Existence,
{2} The Church apd the Q% Testament. (1) Is there
Another Lile 7 {4) The Miraculonas Element inm Chiriz-
tianity, (5} Morality and Theim, The first, third and
fifth of these are mainly composed of abstrace specula-
tiens and metaphysical reasoningg, not Ekely to do much
bourm, and certainly no goad, of themaslves to any intelh-
gene reader,  Ip owonld, thereliore, he a waste of tme to
reply to them separately,  Bul the real venom of the
bool s contained in the second and fourth essavs, which
are gandwiched in hetween the other three, apparently
to make théem more palazzble to the tastes of readers
who maoy not think there is anything very dangerous in
his other productions,

This first of these essars, which gives the titde to the
ools, compriges only abott forty-five pages, and, instead
of being his own puesses, it 15 almast exclusively devoted
i hi=s remarks upon the goesses of other people, io-
ctuding  Professor Drummetd and  Mesars, Kidd and
Halfour, all of which guesses, together with lis remarka
ipan them, really amount o notling worthy af seriods
motice, The writing of this comparatively  harmiess
eseay, scems ta have been aimply szken advantzge of by
the Jearned profeszor far the purpose of puiting all his
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infide| writings before the public, in one volume, under
a new teile
_In his second and igurth essays his chiet aum has been

10 g_l TV, 13 _u_nmbl-: the ipspitation and authenticity
of the MLsmmS¢r1pturea amnil L51:|:L1nll.3.r of the

Bc.{_n}; pf Genesis, against which he seems to have a iaﬂ.l:ﬂl
antipathy; and to deny the truth oi miracles recordel
in_hath CH Old apd  Sew Teafiment scriptures, with the
pxpectation, doubtless, that if he succeeds in these obieeis
there will Le nothing left in sipport of Chreistiamty as
a supernatural religion, whose faith, as be admits, s still
thnt of those who ate the " aalt o1 the earth.”

The writer's main ohject 0 fhe [ollowing poges s Lo
show, chielly from the Word of God tgeli, how Irivolous
are the arguments used by infidel writers againat the
inspiration and aithenticity af the Seriptures as com-
parcd with the overwhelming weight of evidence of the
wost positive: kind, by which they arc proved to be a
Divine revelation from God to man, Instead of ceplying,
therefore, o the separate essays as such, he decided to
treat them as a whole, and reply to the arguments and
assertions contained in them in the way that zeems to
him best suited to bring the general subject of infidelity.
with its pretensions and fallacies most clearly helore the
minds of those who mighi possibly be led astray by the
plansible theories of modern slkepticizm.

It is quite possible that he has, wichout knowing it
advanced arguments thar bave been already used by
other and abler writers; and thet he has alse, throogh
ignorance of their writings, omitted many weightier argu-
ments which they have nsed. However this may be, i
iz hoped that some things written Therein, if not guite
new to persons exercised oo the suhject, mar at least be
50 arranged as to prove helpinl to those, and especially
ko voung peaple, who are in danger of being misled by
the confident astertions, vague generalities and plangible
sophistries &o-insiduously presented Ly Frofesser Gold-
witl Smith, who is all the more dangerces becaese of the
refinement of his style, and hiz apparent candour in same
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respects, which prevent him draom induolging im ovalgar
blzsphemies in the same manner as Volaime, Paine and
Ingersoll, whose very coarseness s pilen  donbtless
prowved an antidote 1o the paisor they rtied to iesdl into
the ninds of others.

It is really =ad to see thiz learned and eminent pro-
fessor, in company with hiz friends, the “liberal! theo-
logians," floundering about in nature’s darksess, like the
ancient philosophers whom  they guote so reguently;
anid ying to weave out of their own fectile brains some
philgsophical theories to take the place of that Diyine
Revelation of Himseli and His purposes swhich God has
given, and the faith in which they are taking so much
paing, 1f possible, to destrowv,
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