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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

Wira a view of improving the English work,
from which this has been printed, it was placed
in the hands of the same person who so ably
revised the “ Complete Florist.” His additions
have been as numerous as ¢ould be expected for
g0 small and unpretending a volume; and it is
now submitted with a hope that it may aid in

extending information on the subject on which
it treats,

Philadelphia, Juns, 1844, 2]






INTRODUCTION

TO THE AMERICAN EDITION.

Moyr persons who possees a garden, whether it be
for flowers, fruit, or kitchen vegetables, it is probable
degire to hear the remarks of others, on the best
mode of culture, provided the cost be not disproper-
tioned to the information given; but pearly all pub-
lications on Horticulture have been in such expensive
forms as to confine the circulation to the few; on the
contrary, the plain unpretending style which has been
adopted for this work (a reprint from an English pub-
lication, received with favour at home, and amended
to suit the climate of the United Biates,) will enable .
all who feel an interest in the subject to benefit by the
hints presented, and we hope it may prove service-
able to the class of enquirers which it is specially
designed to benefit—those who from taste or conve-
nience cultivate n plot of ground without muurrmg
the expense of & regular gurduner

The great extent of territery in the Union, and
coneequent diversity of climate, render it difficult to
gpecify perioda for the performance of work, which
shall apply equally throughout the country, for whilst
in the south they meay be luxuriating in the earlier
vegetables of the spring, we of the north may still be
bound by the frosts of winter. To overcome that
obstacle ss far as proclicable, the semsons, not the
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months, have been named in the directions on kitchen
gardening, and it is belioved the exercise of a little
judgment will enable the coltivator, whatever may
be the latitude of his location, correctly to time his
operations. The methods for performing the work
may be the same in all places—good modes apply
with equal benefit in every section.

A matter of primary importance in kitchen garden-
ing, it must be seif-evident, is the selection of good
seed ; without that, land, skill, diligence ars thrown
away. When the cultivator hus occasion to purchase
his supply, (which is generally the case in small gar-
dens, where the produce of many sorts within narrow
limits would be a heterogenous mixture) true economy
will be found to copsist in procuring the best, even at
an advaoced price on the trashy easds, which are fra-
quently vended. If the question be asked how are
the best to be obtained, we answer, purthase only
from responsible persons, and, so far ss practirable,
from a well-known grower himself, or those whe re-
present him in the sale, and stake their oredit for the
quality of what they vend. Vast quantities of seed
are imported into this country from Europe which
are worthless: the vitality of many is seriously im-
paired by the eonfined air of the ship, others appear
to bave been the stale refuse of the shops,-and scme,
which prove sound, are found to be uasuited to our
climate. There are a fow kinds, among them Cauli-
flower and Broceoli, which it may be meeessary Io
import; but, with those exceptions, it js safer to
depend on seeds of American growth, but by no
meaps on such as are cesually collected and sold to
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dealers, to be ngain vended without the slightest
knowledge of their age or quality. We have else-
where, in these pages, alluded to the importance of
procuring fruit-trees from sources to be relied on;
that is even a more serious consideration than the
purchase of seeds, for in the latter case, vexatious as
may be an imposition, one season’s labour only may
be lost; but in fruit the imposture can in most in-
stances only be detected after years of culture, and
enticipation of retarn for the care and anxiety
incurred.

It was the design of the publishers to have issued
the Marnvar or Krrenen Gaxpexme, and the Frorr-
Ganoey, distinet, but \thc:y finally concluded, with a
view of making it etill more acceptable, to unite the
two, without enhaocing the price. Another work
from the same publishers, the Comerere Fromuwr,
‘treats of orpamental plants, and, with the present
work, affords instruction on the several branches of
Gardening, which they hope may prove useful to such
. &8 feel an interest in 1he subject.



