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PREFACE,

THE general proposition that the physician should be
familiar with the eflects of every drug that he employsin
the treatment of disease is axiomatic. He should notonly
be acquainted with the drug's normal, typical mode of
action, but also with its abnormal or incidental effects, the
more especially since, in the case of drugs as in the phe-
nomena of every-day life, it is often the unexpected that
happens,

The abnormal phases of drug action are comparatively
an unexplored field. While it has long been known that
eruptive disturbances of various kinds may result from the
use of certain drugs, yet the number of drugs in common
use capable of causing cutaneous disorders, the clinical
appearances which they present, and the conditions which
influence their development, are not sufficiently familiar
to the profession.

The changes in the skin caused by drugs derive a spe-
cial practical interest from the fact that they sometimes
simulate very accurately the eruptive fevers and other
idiopathic affections of the skin, and it is important that
the physician should be able to differentiate the clinical
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in the General Bibliography, and in the Special Bibli-
ography of individual drugs, which will be found ap-
pended. The references are arranged in the order in
which they are quoted. ;

66 WEST 4oTH 5T., January 1st, 1687,



