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INTRODUCTION.

Tak American Book of Common Prayer ie
historically associated with one aasred epot, The
venerable fane of Christ Church, Philadelphia,
is, in a special sense, its birthplace. And on
that epot the American Church itself—as an in-
dependent national body owing no sllegiance,
gaveof love, to the Mother Church of England
—came into organic heing.

It was there that the first affort toward litur-
gical revision was made, at the first of the Gene-
rul Conventions of the Church—a Convention
presided over by the then rector, William White.
Dr. White had been & moving epirit in the
measnres leading up to this memorable council,
and himself had formulated the principles on
which the Oburch sought and attained organ-
ism. He and Dr. William Smith—also inti-
mately assoviated with Chrigt Church—were
chiaf promofers of the work of revision ; and
after the Convention they were left to complete
and isgue the ‘" Proposed Book.”

It was on that spot that the second General
Convention met in 1786, and the third in 1799,



viil INTRODCETION,

The last, which opened its sessiona under the
presidency of Bishop White, and later organized
into a House of Bishops and a House of
Doputies,' complated the Constitution of the
Church, and formally eet forth the American
Prayer Book. At that altar tha Hely Eucha-
rist waa celebrated by Dr. 8mith, sccording fo
the form in the first Book of Edward VI., aa
adapted in the Scottish Tse—the adoption of
our present Communion Office immediately
following the celebration. Before the same altar
now rests the sacred dust of the Patriarch of the
Ameriean Church.

It wag there in 1883, that the opening ses-
gion waa held of that General Convention which
began the work of the new liturgical revision
and enrichment, now ended by the adoption of
the Btandard Prayer Book of 1892. And as the
beginning of this latest revision waa marked by
services in the ancient ehureh, so the completion
of the revision was slso marked. For during
October, 1802, while the General Convention
wos in session in Baltimore putting final
touches to the new Prayer Book, Bishops of the
Chureh, held in reputation for liturgical scholar-

 The Secretary of the Houss of Deputiss—the cele-
brated Francis Hoplkinson, s vesteyman of Christ Church
—had been Secretary of Continental Congress.
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ship and counting smong them those officially
eonnected with the revision work, went from
the Convention, Sunday after Bunday, to Ohrist
Church, Philadelphia, snd delivered an histori-
cal course of sermons intended to go forth in
publiched form, ag, in gome gort, a popular in-
troduction to the new Book.'

Reference to such facts as these—facta suffi-
ciently familiar to most Churchmen—may not
ba altogether amies, as furnishing an explana-
tion of the present volume, and adding point
to its pages. Rather naturally, the course of
permons wae retrospective.  For scarcely a more
fitting introduction of the new Prayer Book
could be given, than that supplied by a study
of origing, And the tresfment of the theme
thus selected has not been limited to American,
or even. English sources, but widens into the
liturgic past of the Christisn Ages, and stretches
on and back, even to the day of Apostles and
Prophets.

The volume now given to the publie in not
merely one of published preaching, but has
been carefolly adapbed for general readers—so

! In this conrse, Bishop Doaus, of Albany, as chair-
man of the committes on revision, gave the first general
public snnonncement of the resnlte of the liturgie agtion
of the Convention.



