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PREVACE.

Avrr stndents are expected to be able to read well ordinary
prose and poetry, and it is for the purpose of helping them
to do this, az well az to hLelp teachers in the teaching of
reading, that this book is prepared.

It is thoroughly practical. No unnecessary technical
terms are used. The subjects explained and illustrated
are those only which, aa the result of many years' experi-
ence amongs teachera sa well as pupils, the compiler has
found most necessary.

Apg physical development and eorrect vocalization must
precede all good reading, the simplest and therefore most
essential phyeical and vocal exercizea are given, with full
directions for their nee. :

The Belections for reading present nothing of a merely
ghowy style of elocution. "They are adapted for the upper
classes of Grammar Schoola as well sa for High and
Advanced.

It is claimed that the Practical Reader contains more
suitable material for eloentionary work in the school-room,
in more condenaad, analytical, and available form, than any
Reader or Speaker before the publie.

Thankes are due to Messra. Harper & Brothers; Hough-
ton, Mifflin & Co. ; Fords, Howard & Hulbert; Cowperthwait
& Co.; and Charles Scribner's Song, for permission to
make extracts from the copyrighted aditionz of their pub-
lications; also to the authors herein represented.
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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS.

TrE ability to read well is a very different thing from the
ability to teach reading, s nearly all teachers not specially
trained for the work have proved by experience. The
object of this compilation ia to furnish a simple—and con-
sequently practical—text-book which shall be a genuine
help in this direction.

It is no easy task to convey by printed words that which
requires the living voice for its exemplification; moreover,
a8 Elocution 18 not an ““exsct science,” it is impossible to
gpecify an unvarying plan of instruction. In this particu-
lar branch, more than in any other, judgment, ingenuity
and taste ave called into requisition,

Reading shonld not be entirely taught by imitation,
though this is frequently the only method at the command
of the teacher. Buch a process destroys all originality of
siyle, and generally prevents all originality of thought,

One cause of the disagreeable styles of reading so com-
mon in schools, ia the failure to connect sound and sense,
Speaking is the uiterance of original idess; reading, the
ntterance of the ideas of others. Bo far as the thoughts
of another are expressed by the reader as the epeaker would
himgelf utter them, so far it is good reading. But when
this expression is in poetical, dramatic or cratorieal form—
in other words, when the style becomes more beautiful,
more intense, or more exalted than that of our ordinary



8 Suggestions fo Teachers.

conversation—eomething more is necessary than the diree-
tion, “ Read as you tall.”™ An apt response to such direo-
tion would be, *“T do not talk, or hear anybody else talk,
in that style; therefore [ do not know how to read it.” It
is just here that the more difficnlt aud artistic work of Elo-
cution is to be done. By use of the examples illustrating
certain styles and different degrees of force, pitch, time,
ete., the imagination, judgment and taste of the student
are educated, and he can apply to any selection the prin-
ciples which he has learned in detached lines and eentences.

For this is needed not only intellectual comprehension
of what is to be read, but ability to prodnee the tones
snitable for its exprossion. This lust is wholly dependent
upon physical development, Every student can readily
understand that Byron®s ** Apestrophe to the Ocean™ needs
the orotund quality of veice; the **Death and Burial of
Little Nell,” soft force; *‘ Thanatopsis,” low pitch, while
perhaps not one in ffty can groduce theee variutions. It
is for the enllivation of this physical power that the Vocal
Exercises are given.

An adequate supply of breath, and a proper manner of
using it, are matters of the first importance in ull voealiza-
tion. As well expect to reap a harvest before eced-sowing,
or to wear a garment before the material for it iz mano-
fuctured, a8 to produce a good tone of voice from a scanty
amoeunt of hreath, or withowl musenlar setion of the
natural breathing apparatne. 8o important is this matter
and so comprehensive in all its bearings, that it iz fully
eonsidered elsewhere in the book in an article originally
written by the compiler for a physiological magazine, Its
gtatements are urged upon the attention snd thought of
teachers and pupils alike.

It is enggested that & few minutes of each reading lesson



