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PREFACE.

To give an answer to a riddls is like explaining a
joks, — pomething never to be done, unless reluo-
tantly, and with averted face, as Birato held the
sword for Brutus to fall cpon.

But as we all like to ba iold when we are right,
and as the first answer that suggests itself may oot
be the one that fits best, I have prepared a key by
which any guess may be conflrmeed if correct or re-
jected if wrong. The mathematical mind that is
better at exhausting combinations than at ocatoh-
ing allusions may use it as a last resort to obtain &
solution.

To start fair lot me state that my charades are all
socurste either to the sound or to the epelling, but
not necessarily to both, and that the parts inte whish
my words are divided are all monosyllables.

- W. B

DomcEnsTeR, Masa,, Ootober, 1804
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My first endored a bundred years,

A prodigy of logie and of wit;
My last the faro banker feirs,

King Bolomon was not arrayed like it
My whole, dear reader, you ’ll divine
‘Whez you peruss this book of mine.



